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ri Eponted by Mr. Barton, the interest on the 
oe eapital.is not taken intd account. 

) © Mr. Ryan.—Did the Commonwealth 
oF rapproach the Queensland Government? 


wr. PARLE PAGE. —T do not know. 
"fT heard it rumoured, but I do not vouch 
_ for the statement, that the Lahey pro- 
‘position was offered to the Queensland 
| Government a year or so ago at a con- 
siderably lower figure. There is supposed 
to be 90,000,000 feet of pine in these 
areas. - In Sthe Brooloo scrub, where a 
‘mill has been erected by the Queensland 
a ‘Government, there if from 200,000,000 
» ‘to 300,000,000 feet of pine very much 
~ closer to a railway than is the bulk of 
the timber bought by the Commissioner. 
"© Mr. Fenton.—How far is it from the 
| _ seaboard? 

per, KAREE PAGE. Absent: sixty 


an ia the seaboard, and. 130 ‘miles 


b ie eee What would the royalty 
e! 

_ Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I shall deal with 
that in a few minutes. The points which 
fam submitting to the House are worthy 
of consideration. Any transaction of this 
kind, which is being carried out by the 
Minister and the Commissioner without 
the sanction of the Parliament, should 
be kept absolutely free of suspicion, 

_ What is the position? Dealing with 
Lahey’s property we find that it was 
first offered to the Commissioner on the 
23rd February last. One month’s option 
was given in April, and was extended 
with very little difficulty, so that there is 
mo reason why the contract should not 
have been submitted for the approval of 





oa In the second place we find that the 
ee price at which the pe was 
ey Rsinally offered was made yp of some 
~ “£191,000 for the standing timber and 
£46 000 for machinery. If the 
missioner had gone to the Queensland 
Government, and had said, ‘‘Give us 
the right to use your timber,’? he would 
have done better even if he had been, 
called upon to pay a bigger royalty than 
-is demanded in mespert of the timber 


ae shite because Seat anibet areas 


[16 SR AA 1920.) 


this House. It took six months to complete’ 


Com- - 


EH omes Bil. 






are closed entirely to all crate saw - 
mills. In connexion with this transac 
tion £460,000 will have been paid — 
already, and will be bearing interest. — 
Fully one-half of the timber acquired 
will not be handled for 
years, and, during the whole of that 
time, * we shall have to pay interest on 
the purchase money. 


ment with the Queensland Government, ~ 
even lf a bigger royalty had been de-’ 
manded., 
Queensland Government should not have 
met the Commonwealth in a reasonable 
spirit, since this timber was required for 
the building of War Service Homes. . 

Mr. Austiy Cuapman.—Were they” 
asked to meet the Commonwealth in this 
matter? 

Dr, EARLE PAGE —1I should like to 
have some information on. that point. 
Had such an arrangement been made we — 
would have had no interest bill to meet — 
except in respect Ao the amount actually — 
paid. each: year by way of royalty. 
As matters stand, in respect of 
interest on the purchase money, a 
considerable sum will have to be 
charged against the timber used in 
the: construction of these homes. The — 
Lahey property was found to consist of. 
various blocks. It was examined by Mr, 
MeDaniel, of the-Yarraman Timber Com- 
pany, phe valued some of the timber up ~ 
against the tram lines at 12s. per 100 — 
superficial feet, and that 2 miles froma 
tram line at 10s. 6d. per 100 superficial 
feet. Some of the timber he found to 
be 14 or 15 miles distant from a tram: 
line, and in view of the difficulty in get- 
ting it out, since rough roads would have — 
to be traversed and a creek crossed six- 
teen times, he valued it at only 4s. per 
100 superficial feet. He said, further, 
that the scrub timber, which bulks ao 
largely in all the valuations, was not of : 
much value at present owing to the high | 


-eost of transport, and that the hardwood — 


was so scattered and in such small quan- 
tities that it would not pay any company = 
to ee it in the slightest degree. — rh 
_Ryan.—For whom did he make 
Ae acne Bake 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—For the Cara ar 
missioner. Strange to say, as to the 
machinery acquired from  Lahey’s 
Limited, the only man in Queensland who” 


4 


at least five. 


It would. have A 
been better to have made an arrange 


I see no reason why the us 








- vendor, Mri J. F, Brett. 


Mr. Baytuy. — There is no Han recta 


Od who knows more about tim- 
Pee than does Mr. Brett. | 


Dr, | EARLE PAGE.—Quite so. I am 


a imputing motives. The only point 


that I wish to make is that in connexion 
. . with a purchase of this magnitude—a ~ 


ea 2 
Bese 


‘purchase concluded without the sanction 
or knowledge of Parliament—it is essen- 
tial that the whole oe should be 
above suspicion. 

Mr. Ritny.—Has the hAchrahne mem- 
ber any doubts as to the genuineness of 
the transaction ? 

“Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I shall deal with 
that matter later on. 

Mr. MoWitiiams.—An 
letter is missing from the file. 
Dr, EARLE PAGE.—The timber pur- 
chased from Messrs. Lahey has been 


valued at something like 8s. 9d. per 100 
ee feet standing taking the average 























important 


ne oe PAGE -—Yes, both pro- 
perties were under offer. I come now to 
the statements which have been made as. 
to the enormous amount of money that 
the Government is going to make out of 
these transactions. According to Mr. 
Barton, the accountant who made an 
examination on behalf of the Minister, if 
all the timber estimated to be on these 
holdings ean be taken out and finished for 
rdinary building purposes, the deal, tak- 
ing the prices ruling when the estimate 
was made, will show a profit of 
 £2,300,000. That, however, is on the as- 
_ Ranoption that. the prices then ruling— 
prices that were largely inflated owing 


Segoe 


to the difficulty of obtaining shipments — 


‘of Baltic—will be ,.maintained over a 
period of ten years. ‘An estimate was also 
ze _ obtained as to what it would cost to con- 
vert the timber into ordinary finished 
building material. Mr. Reynolds 









ledge, submitted two alternative schemes.- 
The first of these was that he should. buy - 
le imber at 9s. per 100 super. feet all 


a 


. and that he should oh it and sell 








aan be thd ia ale ree was ‘the other : 


‘Driver, of whom I have no personal know- . 














































ment extending over a period of t 
the Commissioner would have to p 
sh, 900, 000, or, if he were paid si] 


£600,000 “that was to ensue nt such a 
transaction, the pine tops, 
says, have been valued at 5s. per 
We now learn that Mr. Brett has 


as well as those on the provera 
Laheys | Limited, and that Mr. 


1s. 6d. per 100. Questions had 
asked and answered by Mr. Barton 
the status of Mr. Driver, who sug 
that the transaction will result 4 in a hus 
profit. We learn. that, infortiaad 
Mr. Driver’s financial ieagsig AS a 


missioner. is ian cul to ne him 
will run the whole business as a ‘ 


Mr. Driver could ae undertake diets 
tract without Government assistance, 


on the work of preparing the timbe 
building purposes at a much highe 


rates were to go up if the cost of pr 
duction increased. He said Be 


a production dderoalen: but, Ba a. 
the cost of production took place, 
was to be a propose incre 
rates. ; 

One may well imapine how | 
arrangement would operate. 
the system on which saw-miller 
Mr. Driver, if his scheme were ace 


would thus make a handsome prot 
by the time he got to the timber al 





say, “T have an enough o 
leave that: timber on pth 
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‘This, ion. is bas sort aa) Caan 
1at has been carried through. At the 
ose of the ck caaney a joinery busi- 


> Dr. EARLE PAGE.—From. what I 
» ean gather, Mr. Driver’s proposition was 
-- recommended; but no definite action has 
_ been taken with regard to it, The whole 

scheme is still in the air. It is a ques- 
“tion whether the Government should run 


' have been adopted in Queensland and 
- “New South Wales, or whether they 
: “should accept Mr. Driver’ s offer. 


_ Mr. West.—But have not the Govern- 
_ ment purchased these properties? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I understand 
that the Government say that it would 
be impossible to get out of the bargain 
_ without a very serious risk of repudia- 
tion. Mr. Barton, the accountant who 
was employed to inquire into this matter, 
says that he thinks it fair comment to 
state that experience shows that Govern- 
/ ment-owned ventures cannot be run as 
economically as those owned by indivi- 
duals. For that reason he suggests that 
one of the propositions made by Mr. 
Driver should be accepted. The Govern- 
ment have purchased a “pig in a bag.” 
We have purchased these properties at 
the top market prices. 

Mr. Ryan.—Did [I hear the honorable 
member say that an important document 
was missing from the file? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I would not say 
that; but I do say that, from information 
-I have received, the file is not quite com- 
plete. 
t, I would have been able, so far as the 
ther timber proposition is concerned, to 
“make a statement which I am unwilling 
“to make unless the actual document is be 


Sake PBaviny. —To what FOR does the 
honorable member refer ? 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—A letter to the 





its own saw-mills after the methods that ' 


Had a certain document been on. 


“of Government timber 


Homes Bill. ae 


Dr. EARLE PAGE. ite do not Fells at 


liberty, at this stage, to mention the name — 
of the writer; but I intend to put on the 
notice-paper a question in relation to the — 
The position is that the Govern — 
ment have bought on the basis of the very — 
high prices ruling for timber in April or | 
I am convinced that no tim- | 


matter. 


May last. 





ber man in this country thinks for one 
moment that such prices will be main-_ | 


tained during the next ten years. 


scrub wood, especially that on Mr. 
Lahey’s property, will be less as other 
timber comes into this country with the 
fall in shipping freights. 


Mr. Baytry.—What is the price to 
which the honorable member refers?” 


‘Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Over 50s, 
100 super. feet. 


Mr. Bayztzey.—The current price in 
Brisbane to-day is 69s. per 100 super. feet. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—That price will 
not rule very long. The Federal Go- 
vernment has paid the price of sawn 
timber. - . 

Mr, 
week. 


per 


Bariry.—It is going up every 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Prices will pro- 


bably continue to increase for some little 
time. We have bought for ten years 
ahead. The accountant states that the 
profit of £500,000 or £600,000, which is 
the difference between Mr. Driver’s esti- 
mate and the market price at the time 
of the purchase, takes no account of im- 
terest for ten years on the £500,000 
spent on the purchase. Estimated at 


6 per cent., this interest would amount - 
to roughly £30,000 a year, or £300,000 
for the whole pericd of ten years, so re-— 


ducing the estimated profit by me 
amount, 
I am satisfied from the experience 


Western Australia, New South Wales 


There | 
ean be no doubt that the value of the 


enterprises in — 


and Queensland, that there will be a con- ee 


siderable loss on the transaction, which 


annarently is to be borne by the soldiers, Ne 


who are to have the doubtful privilege — 
of having their outside furnishings made 
of colonial pine instead of American red- ~ 
wood, because the former is 45s. per hun- — 
The Government would © 

be well advised to get Lahey or Brett to — 
handle the proposition, even at a cost of 


dred cheaver. 












“£50, 000° or £100,000 Aa ‘hey desire: the | 


~ output Woaintained. , 

“Mr. Ryan.——Does the hoa teenie mem- 
ber think that they could be induced to 
take it back? 

“Dr. EARLE PAGE. a being a 
lawyer, I would not care to give a legal 
opinion on that point, but my opinion is 
that, having made the purchase, we must 
try to make the best of the bargain, and 
endeavour to induce Mr. Lahey, or Mr. 
Brett, or both of them, to run this busi- 
“Hess on a commission basis, to enable the 
- output to be kept up, penaaee I am satis- 
fied it will not-be maintained under Go- 
_ vernment control. I would like to see pro- 
‘vision in the Bill stipulating that no pro- 
| owe of this magnitude shall be entered 
nto under any circumstances without 
_ opportunity being given to Parliament to 
say whether it approves of the policy en- 
_ tailed or the actual contract itself.. 

“Debate (on motion by Mr. Warxins) 
"adjourned. 


House adjourned at 10.6 p.m. 





, a s - Senate. 


> 


Pay 17 September, 1920. 





np The as (Senator the Hon. 
a a Givens) took the chair at 11 o’clock 
ma ed and read prayers. 


| LEAGUE OF NATIONS, 
Dean CoNFERENCE—J APAN AND 
pees Ractan Heuairy, 


ae ae KEATING.—I ask the Min- 
ister representing the Prime Minister’ 
whether his. attention has. been directed 
to a press cable published this morning 
to the effect that, at the for rtheoming , 
Geneva Conference, it is the intention of 
Japan to stress the question of. racial 
equality, and that for that purpose Japan 
intends being represented by, I think, 
three official or direct representatives, 
with the support of some sixty-two assis- 
‘tant representatives or assistants. I ask 
hae: whether these facts were before 
_ the Government at the time they were 
_ making their arrangements for the repre- 
sentation of Australia at the Conference? 


ie 



























































Senator ack D. MILLEN —T regi 
_T have not seen the cable referre ; 


fou making hes airangements | ‘ 
presentation at the Geneva Con: 
that Japan would invite a discussion ¢ 
the question of racial equality, and - 
be represented at the Conference...” 
Senator Kzatinc.—To the extent” 
ported—three representatives: and 
two assistants? 
Senator E, D. MILLEN. 8: ape 
not have sixty-two votes for the assist 
representatives. The number which Japa 
or any other country cares to send 
representatives to the Conference is 
matter entirely within its own com 
tence to decide. I may add that r 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) will 
understand, to-day make a 3 
covering the whole position. | 
Keating will wait for an hour or two h 
may find that the terms of that announe 
ment will satisfy some of the doubts: | 
evidently are in his mind. al 
Senator Duncan.—The Mina 
be Australia’s first lne of defence. 
Senator J. F. Gurmrim—aAnd_a ¥ 
good one, too. , 
Senator PRATTEN.—1 ask 
Leader of the Senate, who is about 
leave fOr Geneva, ‘whether he does 


he to tales a French interpreter from Au 
tralia with Australian sympathies? 
saw an announcement in one of the ne 
papers that an interpreter was to be 


tion. 


Senator E. D. MILLEN.—The = 


heen considered, and, if satisfactory 
rangements to! that end can be made, 
will be made. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES, 
Noumpes Bort sy Department 


Senator THOMAS” (for t 
Garpiner) asked the Minister for : 
patriation, upon notice— 


1. If it is correct, as stated in reply Orr 
previous question on the. subject, that 2: 
houses were built by the Commissioner 
War Service Homes up to 3lst July, 1920 fi 
eee State, where these homes are § 
ated ? 









Iso give 1 thes: ‘names ee 
ers. who are in possession, 
} ONES # ei oe 

Senator E. D. M MILLEN. he desired 


4 


is n ie bog re vt 


4 RA ee What - is the HN of widows of eom- 
Tctksoned officers of the A.I.F. who are draw- 
ae ing war pensions from the Commonwealth Go- 
4 _ vernment? here % 
: 2. What is the Ruiber of widowed mothers 
| of deceased commissioned officers of the A.I.F. 
4 4 who are drawing war pensions from the Com- 
: monwealth Government? 2 

3. What is the number of parents (exdhusive 
bet widowed mothers) of deceased commissioned 
officers of the A.I.F. who are drawing war <pen- 
se sions from the Commonwealth Government? 














. “ eeased commissioned officers of the A.I.F. who 
are drawing war pensions from the OR: 
. _ wealth Government? 








the new scale of pensions for widows or other 
dependants of deceased privates and “N.C.0.’s 





sions than corresponding dependants of de- 
ceased commissioned officers? 


mission advises as follows:— 

1, 2, 3, and 4. In order to ascertain the par- 
va bilaes required in questions 1 to 4 it will be 
necessary to examine every pension separately 
in order to determine whether the beneficiaries 
were dependants of those of commissioned rank 
or other members of the ane. 

5. No. 


T suggest to the honorable member that, 
as the information desired can only be 
obtained in the way stated, amd would in- 
volve a considerable time and some ex- 


ing for a return incloding the particulars : 


ee LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Motion (by. Senator 1 pE Larqiz) agreed 
That Sainte R. S. Guthrie be granted two 


ae leave of absence to attend to urgent 
dees aeons 


me BUDGET (1990. 91). : 


| Mivrsrentat STATEMENT : DEFENCE 
Pouicy.” 


ehat -resumed from 16th Be picuiber 
os page: m4 on eae by Senator 
D. Miz eae 
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oa Budest, Hapa 1920- 21, laid o 


My ‘ ; 
* 
t! 


. sivable: to maintain a Force-of a definite 


-(4..What is the number of children of de- 


Ds Is it possible in any circumstances ge which have been intrusted to the Com- ‘i 


of the’ A..F. to be in receipt of greater pen- ny 
country is, in the nature of things, ex- 


Senator ulin 8) MILLEN. —The Coane 


-penditure,~he might submit a motion call-. 


/ a complete measure of security. 









of the Senate on 16th eta 
printed. : 










Minister for Defence) ae "1. cy Ww 
-make as clear a statement as is p 
Hh the military policy of the ce ern 















make public the precise dae. / 
‘strategical considerations which gover 
the maintenance of our land Forces. The 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) has give 
in another place, as much informatio 
is possible. Suffice it, I think, to say here 
that in the full realization of its responsi- 
bilities, the Government.deems it de- 



































strength, and to make that®Force, within _ 
reasonable time, something real, and to” Me. 
the extent of our capacity, self ‘contained. ie 

The responsibility for the defence of i 
the country is one of the main duties. 


























monwealth. The insurance obtained by 
possessing Forces capable of defending ee. 
pensive. “But the expense: is trifling in 
Comparison with even a single item fo 
war expenditure. We hardly need the 
experience of the great war to convince 
us that war is cosily. | . 


It is our aim to keep down to the 
utmost, compatible with reasonable safe Y> 
our expenditure upon insurance. But i 
is necessary that the people should’ kno 
exactly the extent of the insurance 
tained by their expenditure for militar 
defence. . This year the’ financial liabil 
ties. of the Commonwealth are at an e 
treme, and a complete insurance is b 
yond our capacity. Within the lim 
financial practicability, our endeavou 
will be to attain the utmost efficien 
But it must be clearly understood | 
not at once can we assure to the county 











By the system of annually voti ae 





risk of lack of eontintity: of pale 
a ee if permitted, must inevitabl 











our ot over a certain ae 
financial peanen made this year 








i Ma 
6 


must, however, 


t years certain Steps “forward, a and # ) 
e carry in their train the probability eae 


increased expenditure. 
~ scheme. is, however, so devised that the 


process of. building can be retarded or — 


- increased according to the needs of the 


o : Ee eieeionel or financial situation at the : 
ie Pha: Department has not in the past 


sen without a settled policy. As you 
know,, we embarked in 1911-12 upon a 


ystem of universal training, which was 


laborated for us by the late Lord Kit- 
hener. ‘Under that scheme, had there 
not been any war, we should now have an 


Anny whose peace establishment would | 


approximately 130,000, and would re- 
uire to meet current expenses and an- 
ual expenditure of at least £3,500 3000. 
1e cost: of training ‘alone! would" be 
00,000. It is to be noted that in 
“when only three quotas were under 


oe the yee upon detente | 


a taming 


The 


is, however, 


The trainee who 
ae 


Me a wealth of experience, and even 
the Prime Minister once said, “the 

f yesterday are buried beneath 
débris s of their own prophecies,” such 
novi cannot fail to furnish gnid- 
| A fresh policy has 

Tn determining how 

organize, train, and 

the Forces needed, I have 
advice of the senior 

piney Australian ee 


mach eo ‘of he Department of De- 
ae such manner as. i enable it 


~The whole » 


points. 


able. 


foundation upon which 


“requirements: of nee sea, alr, and | lan 


AK proceed now to Baling! bri 


| proposed policy for the informati oe 


Senate :— . 
The MGs donment adheres +0 
principle of yntiining its Forces 


bese AY ne ae instru 
Citizen’ I Forces, and to provide the nu ¢. 
of certain technical services. 

vided, for by Statute. 

I would like here to one 
By deciding to defend Aust 
by means of soldiers who are at the sam 
time citizens, the Government believe. t 
they are interpreting correctly the wil 
the people. It is well, therefore, tha 
people should know that my military 
visers Bein hs wie that under such - Sys. 


is anid and encouraged. “With 
the aid and ¢o- ahd ena “of ae ae 


The seni is In ‘teelf just. aaa eq 
The experience of the past. 
years shows that it can be applie 
military needs, and that its oper 
has been beneficial to the nation. — 
A continuance of the mee 


the Force required. 
of recruits 1s only bia 18 000. 


systeln, 

open voluntary enlistment. 
tralian Imperial Force will acco 
be ‘invited to join’ the new 
in their old units, ECO 
the 


be built. Facilities. 


will 


‘ given to these . men to eet Be 





epee 


_ non-commissioned 


thus laid, ed fil pe vacancies which 
will occur by the effluxion of time. 
The Australian Imperial Force Re- 


- serve will be retained, under modified 


a5 


conditions, to meet the needs of these. 
returned men, who are unable, 


from a 
ariety of causes, more actively to parti- 


4 & colt hag in the défence of their country. 
The Army to be raised will be com- 


- posed of— 
ho we Light Horse Divisions. 
- Four complete Divisions, 
Three fixed Brigades, which in cer- 


tain circumstances will be capable 


of union within a fifth Division. 
lt will b be seen at once that the effect of 


acral es an gaiisation tested and 
proved by war. 


_ supplemented by the proportion of ‘‘ extra 


divisional units 


to be necessary, and are at the time with- 


in our capacity. 


_ The peace establishment of this Army 
will be approximately 130,000 men. 
ubp to the time of the outbreak of the 


: great war our military system was in its 
infancy, and the manner of our organi- 
gation had of necessity to savour of the 


nursery, The war has aged us, and the 


» period of adolescence is now passed. Our 


future organization must be based on war 


requirements. 


A mobile Army must now be created, 


t and in order that when it is mobilized 


tenance, 


a divisional organization. 
- commander will have complete responsi- 


this Army may have facility for its main- 
it must leave within the area 


from which it is drawn certain “ fixed 
machinery "efor the purpose. 

_ It is therefore proposed now to adopt 
The divisional 


bility for the preparation for war of the 


. trict Commandant will disappear. 


_ Forces under his command. An area will 
be allotted to him, and personnel will be 
: allotted to him as ‘the “ fixed machinery “4 
f° of the atta. 


With the creation of dee ional com- 


mands the present office of State or Dis- 
For 


These divisions: will be 


*? which war has shown — 


er a united see “This will th bi : 


the “ fixed machinery.” 


staffed, and trained will he puta 
even worse, is liable to be sacrificed, 
it is not provided adequately with equ 
ment and munitions. The recent war has 
shown very clearly the tendency to bok: : 


serves man power is vital to success. VO 
have coming to us as the equipment : 
the Australian Imperial Force for which 
we paid, considerable quantities of equip- 
ment and less considerable quantities 
of guns and ammunition. In the in- 
terests alike of the Army and the nation, 
and despite the cost, it has been ~ 
deemed necessary to make certain provi- 
sion for the augmentation of our artillery 
and ammunition. We have not hitherto 
in this country included heavy artillery — 
as a requirement. The recent war has — 
shown us clearly that the neglect of it 
may easily be disastrous. Unfortunately, o) 
such munitions are costly and the Go- — 
vernment cannot at once see its way finan- 
cially to provide all that security de- 
mands, A beginning i is being made, how- 
ever, and we are ir communication with 
the Beare Government to see if more ade- 
quate quantities are obtainable upon term 
compatible with the preccnt financi 
situation. 

The Senate is probably unaware Ae the 
high cost of guns and ammunition. A 
18-pounder gun, with its limbers 
waggon, costs £3,498. The price o 
single round of ammunition is £5 1s) 8 
battery of 18-pounder guns is composed 
of six guns, and the cost of a battery 
therefore £32,988. To this must be added 
a sum of £8 860 as the cost of oe am. 
munition normally carried. Rage 

It was no uncommon thing dunn h 
late war for a single gun to fire, dur ng 
the day, anything from 250 to 
rounds. The expenditure in ammuni 
tion of a single Army in France fr 


quently attained to the ei 


arti had ammunition have to. be 
larged a thousand times. a se 


the purpose of supply of material, &c., in 


on ee eense, there will be ‘main- Rica to ae outbreak of war "the ae 








vee ie Bathe 
of the diailicahont of an ‘Arsenal. ~The 
Jong continuance of the war has seriously 
hampered the development of all that was 
proposed. It is now intended earnestly 
to prosecute our plans, An Arsenal will 
bé established which it is hoped will gradu- 
ally be able to supply our peace require- 
ments. it will be established more in the 
form of a munitions supply branch, aim- 
ing rather at insuring that Australian 
‘trade shall be able to supply our war needs 
than that Government-owned factories 
shall be designed on the scale necessary for 
the purpose. 
“The question of storing the equipment 
now coming to hand has “pean dealt with 
upon definite principles, and properly- 
_ situated mobilization stores are being pro- 
_ vided. This is a provision towards meet- 
ing which the last five years would have 
‘Shown some progress had the war not 
eventuated.» It is unfortunate, from a 
Budget point of view and from other as- 
pects, that this year so much money must 
be devoted to works and buildings. It 
has distorted the Military estimates, and 
make this explanation in consequence. 
_ The obligations in respect to training of 


. our present Defence Act were at the time . 


Of their adoption regarded as a minimum. 
Ii is instructive to méasure their value by 
war experience. I think we can stm up 
the eifect of our scale of training in this 
wise: The instruction afforded to the rank 
and file was of very limited practical 
‘value, but it had a disciplinary and mora! 
effect not to be regarded lightly. To the 
officers and non-commissioned officers, 
aided by the patriotic and voluntary de- 
-votion of these members, it gave a train- 
ing which proved a ood foundation for 
‘the rapid assimilation of war’s lessons and 
aeons Mihtary opinion is now 
unanimous that efforts should be made, if 
mot to the fullest extent, at least to an ex- 
tent indicating recognition of the need, to 
Pasig the defects of the present system. 
It is accordingly proposed to give to 
youths in their first year of obligation, 
namely, in their eighteenth year, a 
thorough individual training: The period 
of this will be ten weeks. To compensate 
for this necessary addition, a reduction 
will be made in the number of years over 
which training is spread. Under the pre- 
sent Act men are required to effect each 
year, for a period of seven years, sixteen, 
days’ training, eight of. whieh hae be 


; penator Beare, 
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| camp: training, 


be much exceeded by this personn 




































In the ao ¥ 
demand is limited to registration. 
total number of days’ training, theref 

amounts to 112. Under age new scheme: 


in the pine thrée years he deman. 
will be what it is now, namely, sixteer 
days annually. The total period of lia: 
bility will remain as at present—eigh 
years—but in the last four vears of t 
period the obligation will be an’ annua 
registration only.. The total demanded of 
the trainee will, ther ee be 118 days,-as 
against the present 112 days. The pro 
posal ee to have economic and im 
dustrial, as well as military, advantages 
The bulk vy the iraining will be done by 
youths in their eighteenth year, and they 
will be freed of their obligations i 
their twenty-second year. 

It is not proposed this year to attemp 
to effect the new scale, nor is it intende 
to make it retrospective. This finanei 
year will be one of preliminary prepara- 
tion. It is, therefore, intended to €a 
up for eight days’, tra aining—that is te 
Say, non-continuous training—the whole 
of the existing Citizen Porces—approxt 
mately between 50,000 and 70,000. ‘Th: 
object of this is mainly administrativ 
and disciplinary. Consequent upon the 
war, and despite our efforts administr 
tively, our Citizen Force has fallen int 
disrepair. This it.is hoped gradually 
to, remedy, and the opportunity will be 
taken at the same time to graft 6n to th 
old system the"scheme of re-organizatic 
The trainees of eighteen years old, a 
proximately 16,000, who are due to en 
the Citizen Forces this year, will be 
quired to effect their eight days’ training 
in camp in order that they, may get a 
good a grounding as possible. Then 
home training obligation will be reduce 
to the equivalent of four days’ training 
instead of the eight days demanded by 
the Act. In three subsequent years they © 
will only be required to undergo th 
training at present prescribed, namely 
sixteen days annually, and in the fou 
following years annual, rogiehratin only 
will be asked of thenr. 

The training to be required of vol 
tarily enlisted personnel will be a m 
mum statutorily, but judging from. 
experience of the past, the minimum 1 


} 











will not be corsidered excessive. 
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. i is” ae that the period of en- 
Dist tment shall be four years, and that each 
- year the prescribed amount-of training 
_ will be the sixteen days which the present 
* Act requires. No less amount would be 


' of any practical value or be likely to give 
any return commensurate with cost. 


1t 
is thought that by those desiring to give 
their services to the country the demand 
More- 
over, the period of training mentio: aed 
will not be obligatory. 


The necessary amendments to the A” 


“will shortly be submitted to Parliament. 


The Permanent Forces will be re- 


' organized in such manner as will enable 
‘them most effectively to carry out the 


duties that) will fall to them upon a 


re-organization of the Forces based upon 
“war requirements. 
ments upon an assured basis will be laid 
down to fulfil administrative and instruc- 
_ tional needs, 
_ nucleus of technical services required wil: 


Definite establish- 


and the strength of the 


_ be precisely determined. 


Prior to the inception of the Common- 
wealth each State possessed voluntary 
(Junior and Senior) Cadet organizations, 


_ which were continued by the Common- 


~~ wealth up to the inauguration of the 
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Ast January, 
_ other preparation this period involved the 
appointment and training of additional 


ae ny 
ped 


Universal Training Scheme in July, 1911. 
~ No systematic instruction was possible in 


this voluntary scheme, and a section of 
the community only received training. 
‘The adoption by the Commonwealth 
Government of the Universal Trainine 


‘Scheme as the result of the late Loré 


Kitchener’s report, enabled a complete 


alteration. to be made in the Cadet or- 


ganization. 
The progress of the Univeral Training 


_ Scheme may be divided. into four distinct 


stages :— 
ist. The Preparatory State (prior to 
1911):—in addition to 


drill instructors; the appointment and 
training of temporary area officers; the 
provisional division of the Commonwealth 
into training, battalion, and brigade 
areas. 

2nd. The Preliminary Stage (from 1st 
January to 30th June, 1911) —The period 


was covered by the registration, inspec 


tion, and medical examination of the 1894, 


: “1895, 1896, and 1897 quotas of Senior 
y Cadets (4.¢., 


those born in the years 1894, 


throughout Australia 


ment arrived at with the 


1895..1896, and 1897); the medical ex- 
amination of the 1898 and 1899. quotas of 
Junior Cadets; the issue of exemptions 
from training to the medically unfit and 


to those resident in remote localities ; the y 


appointment of localities for training ; the — 
organization of Miltary Senior Uadet 


units, and the allotment thereto of those ~ 
the appointment’ of : 


liable for training ; 
officers to Senior Uadee battalions. 

3rd Stage (from Ist July, 1911, to 30th 
June, 1913).—At this stage we began the 


training of four quotas of Senior Cadets  — 


and two quotas of Junior Cadets, During 
this time thirteen special instructors of 
physical training were appointed. ‘The 
1894 quota of Senior Cadets was trans- 
ferred to the Citizen Forces. 


4th Stage (from Ist July, 1913, to 30th 
June, 1920).—In which is inelnded the 
continuation of Junior and Senior Cadet 
training up to 1907 quota, and covers the 
period ‘of the great. war. Despite the 
difficulties occasioned by the war, cadet 


training was not suspended. ° 


I will as briefly as possible explain the 
situation of both branches of cadet train- — 
ing, and indicate the future policy and 
intention. 7 


Realizing the paramount jinpecenne of is 
the national physique, the Commonwealth 
Government, at the instance of several. 
State Governments, arranged a conter- 
ence of ‘the officials ‘of the various Educa- 
tion Departments and.educational bodies - 
to consider the 
whole question of the physical training of 
school boys. 
bourne during July, 1909. Subsequent 
conferences were held, with the result 
that a complete Junior Cadet scheme was 
launched in J uly, 1911... The agrees 
State Educa- 
tion Departments and education bodies 
was that, provided the Commonwealth © 
Government appointed a chief supervisor 
of physical training, with a special staff 


‘of physical training instructors, and made. 


the necessary arrangements for the. 
efficient instruction of the teachers in the 
subject, the teachers would, in their turn, 
impart the knowledge thus gained. to the 
boys under their control. 

Registration is not required for J ulor 2 
Cadet training, but all boys of the ages ~ 
of twelve and thirteen years are subject — 
to medical examination as to their physi- 
cal fitness to undergo training. The Act: 
requires of these Junior Calor a totat of | 


This conference met in Mel re 








ninety Doure 


) vide for. 

; aa) ‘Physical Onna te ibe! carried 
oy) Sout ‘on each school day for. not 
less than fifteen minutes. 

@) een marching drill, a 
either miniature rifle shooting 

‘swimming, recreational train- 
ey ing, or first aid to the injured. 

ue ‘The Defence Act. really provides only 

for the 52571 boys attending the schools 

et in the Coe localities ; but. the 


















ai igs igs been such that the whole of 
schools within the Commonwealth are 
now actually participating in the training 
work. This training is inspected an- 
nually, and a small per capita allowance 


This 





A etccation advan of the seve- 
aig pds desirous of extending 









_ training, “instruction 


. courses 
; ole oe with’ the concurrence of 
: States’ Education — ‘Departments for 
: training of women teachers who 
ee undertook this a 
















fe ‘women teachers and ie 517 men 
teachers have received instruction, in ad- 
y ite to the cia instructors regularly 









ee movement in the States 


to a Jae ge Ie is now for con- 





training anil : The wes 


ning 28 
gulations for Junior Cadet ane: Pro «cone of the yates. 


ances at parades, as shown by the fol 


percentage of beten dais to strength be 











A unio Cadet. Jesones Tiel 

































eae years. 
respecting training are at present 
whole-day drills, twelve  half- day d 
and twenty-four night drills. 

Ninety-two battalions of Senior Cadéts 
have been organized, including 905 con 
panies, necessitating 2,804 officers—92 as 
battalion commanders and 2,712 as 
pany ofticers. f 

Although organized to a degree on a 
military basis and controlled by the Mil | 
tary Department, the Cadet organization 
may be regarded. as a are | educa- 
tional agency rather’than as a military ¥ 
body. ce 

tahe 1917 a committee of officers 
was assembled to consider the whole ques- 
tion of the suitability of the syllabus of 
Senior Cadet training. This committee 
collected valuable data from officers and 
others closely associated with the Cade 
organization and with boy a0 ae 
The principle was laid down that a 
Cadet organization should have for 
object the mental, moral, and physica 
improvement of the youth of the land. 
The limited time available by the 
visions. of the Act will not, of cour 
enable perfection to be attained. It S$ 
et however, by the nature of the in- 
_ struction imparted at parade and drills 
0 give inspiration for private effort, 

The revised proposals and svllabus 
training are gradually being brought a 
operation. The amendments to the Sy] 
labus of Training, which were approvec 
in 1918, have already effected a wond 
ful change in the percentage of atter 


hy 











lowing figures:—The number of Seni r 
Cadets actually in training for quart 
ending 30th June, 1912, was 92 216 












ing 65.4. Compare this with the return 
_ for the half-year ending 30th June, 195 
when the number of Senior Cadets a 








ie of attendance to strength 8 
Th*s undoubtedly proves that the in 
of both parents and hoys is not lacki 
ue is Cae to Bae the De 













| 19 leadership. The. ‘soaee ‘Cadet! “off 
> been a difficulty also in the Ba 






or g oe and in ‘other al cases. 
Ww pane and a. half i is not considered 













E pork. ane of a en ae and Te- 


fe 


i: 1 onal nature. 





es Forces should be given an 
uetion to military work. 
and 
Sask See Are the changes in 
towards thig idea, and the com- 


syllabus, when finally adopted, will 


in the direction indicated. 
This, however, is not to be taken as in- 
-dicating that all subjects of a military 


mF, 
e 


of a Senior Cadets service. Oertain 


7 
instruction given therein. These 
cts are to be termed voluntary, since 







ing those of local or gesoual sh in- 
‘to themselves. 


Be 


is. hought that as the fratnane mail 
tly follow certain defined lines, 












the difficulty in regard to cadets 
‘non-commissioned officers will 


rowess, and who excels in 






a performed duty with the. 


duty of the commander of the affiliated 


The youth of seventeen | 


‘the Senior Cadet training. 


have materially helped the Senior Cadet 


Cadet movement may be linked It to the 
He is 


Cadet and clothe him according to 


em of training have been gradually physical and recreational training rill 


of his training, a complete athletic kit 


“6 will be omitted from the first two . 


tion of quotas of Cadets on reaching the oo 


efficient action in physical trainin G 
lop individuality. rather than sup- | : : pyc pe bauer 
as to the efficacy of rightly conducted 
) Cadet training. During the quarter end- 
boy who is the leader by virtue — 
ra in were medically examined and the pel 
centage of ue aaa , unfitted was 






pou: be ae to. geen 

















the lack of encouragement. if 
posed to link up the Seniar. Gadet 
with the Adult Citizen Force Unit, 
allocate a proportion of the Citizen F 
officers for duty with the Senior Cad 
Tt will be an additional an } 














Cadets. The training of the : 
Cadet will resolve itsole into a> ‘special 











Citizen Force Battalion, ‘Further e 
couragement will be given to the Senior 
Cadet trainee selected to serve with com- 
missioned rank, and efficient instruction 
in his duties afarded him... Lthas desired 
also to induce returned Australian — Inm- 
perial Force officers, non- -commissioned 
officers, and men to take an active part. in 












































For some time past many gentlemen 


movement on Welfare Committees. - These i 
gentleman have performed yeoman service — 
in this direction, and the greatest e 
couragement, will be given to the forma- 
tion of these committees, so that the 


7h 


life of the community. 
It is proposed to make material changes 
in the uniform supplied to the Senior 


nature of the work he has to do. 
predominate during the first two. years 


will be issued him in lieu of the ats 
uniform. 

That the percentage of physiol ineffi 
cients has been materially reduced as the 
result of the operation of a scheme of 
physical training, is worthy of more than a 
passing notice. In the medical examina. _ 








age of eighteen «years, 2.e., at the te 
mination of Junior and Senior Cadet sex 
vice, the following figures, while emphz 
sizing in a rather startling manner th 
necessity for more energetic interest, and 















ally, can be said to disperse any 
















outh: 



















me nee on 3st Decem- 
: 9, The: percentage was further 
. ‘teduced to 16. 29, 
in this instance was 22,904, and an in- 
er resting fact in ceffnexion with these 
 beys is that those of the first quoted 
: nunber comprised Senior Cadets who had 
fo training whatever as Junior Cadets. 
Those in the second and third numbers | 
‘quoted were affected by the Junior Cadet ~ 
raining scheme, which is mainly physical 
training. — ; ben 
Senator Duacay’ 0 “Was any differen- 
‘ation made in the areas examined ? | 
: Senator PEARCE.—The examinations 
vered the whole of Australia. 
Be 38 emphasizing that physical training 
r ightly directed can produce physical 

































fees was put into operation during 
var period in Melbourne and Sydney, 
i oF numbers of men.enlisted for ee 


lly r fit, though physically inne for ser- 
>, were ‘put under a course of physical 
In even this 
Hy time 95 per cent. of these were sub- 
hd wigs physically fit for active 


Our ‘policy i in the future respecting the 
(raining of both Junior and Senior Cadets 
will have a proper regard to improving 
th physical standards of those classed 







realizing that properly ¢ craduated exer- 
ises, under competent. instructors, are 
niga factors in natidmal life, and that 
the time and expense devoted to them 
will be repaid in full measure, the Go- 
ernment proposes increased activity in| 











; this national work. <A central school of . 


4 physical, training for the purpose of higher 
_ education in physical training and corre- 
lated 
- eurriculym teaching methods, is an estab- 
. lishment | tess for in the re-organiza- 
tao is) 
ne come. now to the formation of the 
rifle” chibs. These clubs were originally 
formed with ‘the object of training a 
larg number of the citizens of Australia 
use of the rifle,” so that, 1f the 
ty arose, their services could be 
sd in the defence of Australia as a 
ve. With this object in view, they 
ati sted in the Reserve Forces, ‘and | 
in f them were allotted to units yo 





ee 



















The number examined 


an experiment of far-reaching im-- 


benefit ‘of both opinions. 


subjects, and also including in its. 

















































Me 5 4a ass connor a : 
number of trained personnel available i 
emergency, they were of opinion that 
maintenance of rifle clubs as a reserve 
no longer militarily necessary; and t 
it it be decided to continue to subsidi e 
rifle clubs, the expenditure should not be 
recognised as a military vote, nor shoul 
it be administered by the military branch 
of this Department. ‘ 

Senator PRATTEN. en jane Minister i 
cive the names of: those officers? © 


Senator PEARCE.—Yes. 
manent officers were MEE 
Legge, and Chauvel, and the 
Force officers, Generis Monash, Hobbs 
and. McCay. Ske 

Senator Prarren.—Were thay 
unanimous in that ee 


mous. 
I forwarded it to ‘the. Sane of _ th 
National Rifle Association, to give hea 
the fullest opportunity to reply to it, a 

in order that the Government, when con- 
sidering the question, would shave the 





It may be stated that the Genet 
* Officer Commanding the New Zealan 
Military Forces, in his report for th 
year ended 80th June, 1920, voices : 
same opinion. a 

The Government, after fully wenn 
the advice of its- officers, and also con= 
sidering the representations by membe 
of the Commonwealth Council of Ri 
Associations and Clubs, have decided 
provide on the Estimates a total sum 
£50,000 as a subsidy to cover alt — 
pensés connected with rifle club activiti 
other than the provision of a certe 
quantity of ammunition, in regard — 
which it is proposed to issue from sto 
a quantity not exceeding the value 
£30,000. This amounts to a considera 
reduction in the cost of the rifle eh 
movement to this Department compare: 
with pre-war expenditure, taking in 
consideration the ammunition issued ft 
and the hoss on that sold to elu 
‘The grant is is | being provided in recogn 

















ragement : 
ces ae this respect, in anestee / 


e ‘ati means of the young men 
a knowledge of the rifle. 
rraiit will be administered by the 
anch of the Defence Department, 
conditions under 


Coat OE this service. The great pro- 
ress made in aviation has not yet 
eached such a stage as would enable it 
be asserted upon a‘sure basis that a 

: defence of any country could 

ured by Air Forces alone, but the 

al and Military arms will be incom- 
without air assistance to the degree 

f und necessary by war experience. The 
‘unds required have been. largely reduced 


by a. splendid gift made by the British 


ey 


ea a 128 aoa with equip- 


There is, of course, a 


and 3 it 1s hoped that the measures . 


aken in regard) to civil aviation 
ee a reserve of airmen and 


comt ined Naval hag Military At 
‘equipment, al 

) a it is unnecessary 

| ae to create a separate 
artment, -and would be wasteful to 
be “the naval and military sides of 
e, the corps will, for con- 


ence, be placed under the Minister 


Defence. ‘This will enable existing 
trative machinery to. be utilized, 
dane te up of an additional 

| This organization will 
i we “all round training of per 

naval and military flying, and 
results of the experience to be 


| the development of a combined 


i meee aang work in the 


which the 
iL be ape and the details 


‘Iminister the traffic regulations. 


Ms acrodromes. Shy 
ta a3 


cad: ee Australian ay Conn 
cluding representation in , 
three ‘station head- “quarters, with. 
buildings, phe and repair faci 


depot, one cee flying “bas 
squadron ships seaplanes, one _ squad 
torpedo carriers, two fighting squadror 
two corps reconnaissance squadtons. The 
will ba both Permanent and Citiz 
Force units. Permanent units will be re. 
quired for service with the Fleet, 


squadrons so isolated that citizen 0 
‘sonnel cannot be utilized, and for trai 


‘ 


ing squadrons. The Citizen Force units 
will consist of a permanent m ucleus. | 


A Bill will be submitted for the a 
stitution, administration, and discipline 
the Air ‘Corps. , 


Wehave endeavoured to devi al 
effective meang of insuring the full con. 
sideration of matters of aviation policy 
as a whole, in its naval, military, and civi 
aspects. The Minister will be assisted 
a representative War Council, which | 
include officers of the Navy, Army, an 
Air Board, and an Sea i controlle 
of civil aviation. 


We recommend a vote ae £100, 00 f 
purely civil aviation purposes. | A 
have indicated the controller nf a 
aviation will take a seat on the” 1 
Council, where policy will be ¢o 
ordinated with ee defence Pa | 


ie 


ee Bene ition for ie Rasulo 
of Aerial: Navigation, and ,the Premier 
of the States have agreed that the subject 
mater should, with eae € 


wil be the ae bf the ert o 


3 


for the inspection, Peace 
tification of - airmen, aircr 
The ‘controller 














ement of the 


one Ses iopoked that ths partie at 
section of the Air Force shall not be idle, 
but. shall be used in assisting civil avia- 
tion to get on a proper basis. We propose 
to use the personnel of that Force very 
largely for surveying, map-making, and 
doing the necessary pioneering work in 
arranging. air routes in Australia which 
ill eventually be utilized for commercial 
purposes. It is obvious that, if commercial 
firms are to enter into the work of. civil 
ation and at the same time are to be 
sked to map out the routes, prepare 


¥ 


surveys, depots, and landing places, the 
















uld prevent commercial aviation from 
eing successfully undertaken. It is be- 
eved that many depots will be required 
military. ‘purposes, and as. we have 
ablished a permanent nucleus the staff 
might well be employed in carrying out 
his important work and thus provide the 


hel et aviation, and at 6 same 


Fi yee 


time will ok necessary work of a ae 


ee is "aabthet important nee to 
question. 


something could not be done to test the 
_ possibilities of carrying mails in Austra- 
: Ha by aeroplane. The ordinary procedure 
“ is that the Postal Department calls for 
tenders for the carrying of mails. It 
"would be farcical to call for tenders for 
carrying mails by air to any part in Aus- 
tralia, as the firms engaged in the work of 
avi 
“tenders, The Department is therefore 
now asking the Postal Department to 
work in conjunction with the Defence De- 
_ partment for several months and to carry 
¢ By keeping a 








over certain routes. 








iz nth 
fair ee and Cee ree vee 
growth of civil 


- ein 


dertaking would be overloaded and 


sige which will not hens vie sen the. 


Rais From. time to time hon- A 
‘orable senators and others have asked if 


the wishes of Senator ee 
suggestion put forward at the ti 


that the High Court could be appl 


tion have no data on which to cen nei’ has more ine yea work 


I move— 


ecord of the expenditure incurred | 


d Oe aunt jhe Lae ant ie serting before the words ‘ 


or Local. Court,’ the words” ihe 




































ent tnclude yee tia in the way : 
taching a special scientific staff, co: 
ing: of, say, phemines,) to the Au t 
Army? : 

Senator PEARCE Lye the C 
of Defence makes full provision $ 
taching various scientific bodies ‘im 
tralia to its sub-committees.© 

Debate (on motion by Senator by 


: = os . 
Order of the Day read fo ba a 
sideration of the Bill as reported. 


Motion (by Sluice ae a 
to4- 


That the Bill he recommitted for the 
sideration of clause 21. 


In Committee (Recommittal) 
Clause 21—" i 








ee any pce of 
Act or of the award tt and — 
40): by inserting, after the words 
‘contravention of © the wor 
Act ors 


Senator RUSSELL 
President of the ee aes Co 
(11.53].—Honorable senators will 
lect that a promise was made last 
insert in this clause the words | 
Court.” As a result of a cone 
ep after consultation ban Tips Solic 











too wide, because it practically m 


to even where a technical fine ° 
10s. 6d. had been imposed. . Th 








the case, “ad 4 be enerally ace “ 









ing new stopadiane Ne be inserted: bear “(q 
a County 












betas 





a ai ustice thereof, or 









+The i af tha cle tel iz Cee 
ill be that the High Court or any Jus- 
ce of the High Court, which would, of 
urse, include the President of the Arbi- 

ation Court, exercising judicial fune- 
ons, will have the samme power as > 
ounty Court or District or Local Court 
enforce by mandamus or injunction 

n award. Substantially that is the d- 

sire of the Senate and the general com- 
munity. It does not purport. to give. 
to the High Court direct power to im- 
pose fines, but, as has already been pointed 
out, that power is given to Courts of 
“summary jurisdiction. If there is a' 
-*desire to enforce an award by- resorting 
to a fine that can be done in a Pougee 
of summary jurisdiction, and the High 
Court need not be invoked. If a man- 
damus or injunction is desired to enforce 











ourt can be approached; but if the 
parties desired an award to be enforced by 
the High Court they can approach that 
Court. It may be more convenient in some 
Gases to apply to the President of the Arbi- 
tration Court, in his judicial capacity, of 
course, to issue an injunction or manda- 
mus under certain circumstances. If a 
; County, District, or Local Court is in- 
_yited to issue a mandamus or injunction 
_the Court may say that it is not cognisant 
‘of the circumstances, whereas by going 
direct to a Justice of the High Court, 
or to the President of the Arbitration 
Court in his judicial capacity, the case 
could then be dealt with. by some one 
cognisant of the details and the enforce- 


sured. I quite recognise that the Minister 
ie hdg’ endeavoured to meet the suggestions 
contained in the set eene: ‘originally 
. projected by Senator Elliott, and in that 
which I moved last night. It has been 
pointed out that although certain Courts 
had jurisdiction the High Court had not, 
_ and we are now giving the High Court 

jurisdiction, not in substitution of the 
jurisdiction of Local Courts, but in addi- 
_ tion, The amendment will confer a supple- 





_ mentary power which will meet all the 


criticism, that would have otherwise been 


offered to the Bill by Senator Elliott and 


pene 

a Sie hip hodl to. 

- Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
an Lee onted with a further 






amend- 


President of the 


I desire to point out that it consists 


Ment propose to co-operate, not with 
State Government, but with the » owner: 


an award a County, District, or Local 


Has 


“eognise that it is 


“ment i is more likely to be expeditiously as- 


per cent. above pre-war rates, she will be 


“AGREEMENT BILL. ey) 
Seconp READING, — 
RUSSELL (Victoria— 
Executive Cou il 
[12.3].—In moving— Rika ae 
That this Bill be now read a seca Time nyiiy 













Beadtas 







very technical contract which is embodi 
in the schedule that is attached — o it 
A new principle is involved in the m 
sure in which the Commonwealth Gi 































an growers of the wheat itself, 

Senator pp Largiz.—A great iden. : 

Senator RUSSELL.—I think that it is. 
a splendid idea. Senator: Pratten and I 
disagree as to the quantity of wheat which 
was lost to Australia during the existeno 
of the Wheat Pools. ‘ 

Senator Pratren.—We do not ‘diter. 
much upon that point, Our disagreement 
is not very vital. 
Senator RUSSELL.—The whens iio 
been lost to Australia affords 
us an object lesson in the matter 
of how to avoid = similar losses “in 
the future. Had that wheat been 
placed in silos it would not have been 
attacked by mice, and many hundreds o 
thousands of bushels would thus have 
been saved, because grain can be 
most effectively treated in silos. Thos 
who look at the opens whick 
obtain in India to- day must | 
going to be more 
difficult year after year to obtain supplie 
of jute from that country. Jute is going 
to be a very expensive item to out 
farmers. It is useless to say that. Ind 
affected by the same virus as is the rest 
the world. The fact remains that wages 
there have increased enormoucly, with the 
result that if in the future Australia i 
able to obtain jute from India at 50 or 60 








ag 




























exceedingly fortunate. 
Senator Prarren.—Is the Toney which 
is provided for in this Bill to be expendec 
for the purpose of saving our farmers the 
cost of bags ? 
_ Senator RUSSELL eras 
pre-war days, cornsacks could. he ol 
chased’ for. 58. or 68.4) perdi 
but their price to-day is hahonk 
per dozen. Even if the price shoul 
fall. in the future, we shy be absolu ly 





men 


a high cost of pony wilt: rat a 
CaN sae upon the Roca 


“per | a “ot the eet ii use ae present. 
The emaining 10 per cent. of them will 
b ised. over and over again. Of course, 


oe wie will be Taled in bags 
: the farms to the railways, although 


‘0 bulk Miata: throughout. We 
may fairly congratulate the organizers of 
his scheme in Western Australia, and 

the farmers in that State, on the 

enificent way in which they have co- 
erated in an endeavour to eliminate 
the services of agents. -_ 
jator “Baxnap This 

mooted for a long time. 

) th the bulk handling mh, grain, 
Senator. RUSSELL.—It does. 
Senator Baxuar.—Four years ago, 
yhen I was on my way to Western Aus- 
a a pret a man who talked about this 


scheme 


ENG ago. The war was then in 


oe nobody knew exactly how long 


wheat would keep, and consequently we 
had to obtain. some place in which to 


our wheat: temporarily. In addi- 


to the bulk storage provided under 

Bill there will be houses for classify- 

ing and grading wheat for export over- 
“ 3eas. | Ray Usk 


Gate _ Prarrkw.—Can° the . Vice- 
President of the Executive Council ex- 


plain. ‘why the Western Australian Go-— 
-vernment have not anything to do with. 


a, 3 scheme? 


ator RUSSELL. AT he explahation 
‘that they had not sufficient votes in the 
s e Parliament. The scheme, however, 
is subject to the Parliament of that State 
ig full powers to the co-operative 

E which has ie formed. 


has 
It deals 


| stitu eo, Popa Ny 


sufficient: ‘méney, and ae had not 

cient power, probably because a nw 
of their supporters regarded the sel 
as of too socialistic a character. . 


Wesiorn Australia should erect thei 
silos. | 


ing 

aes Prarren. — phe 
£2,000,000 available, of which New. 
Wales obtained ef 000,000. N 
State has had any of that money 

Senator RUSSELL —There is 7 
sire on the part of the Government 
the powers conferred by this Bill. 

Senator Prarren.—But -the © 
Storage Act of 1917 was passed | 


Parliament. a eae 


RUS SELL. That 


Senator 


provided only for the temporary stora age 


of wheat.. All the wheat ere 
has gone from Australia. 


Senator Prarren.— The 
wealth nora Rees £1, 000, 000 


wheat. pte into Bieta,» 


Senator RUSSELL.—That is re 
fault of New South Wales. There Ww 


have been heat in them last year if t 


ill b had. ae ety ite ai nie 2a 


Bill. is a ana oné, ‘and one ate 

liament ought to encourage. — . 
Senator Prarren.—tt. is cap: 

rather indefinite extension. ne 


Senator RUSSELL. okt there 


a the ae of loss is prac 
clon tees it is Me a. of the 


ena a ‘i 

Senator er 18. 
liable for the money” aie is to] 
vanced under this Bill? EN iS 
‘Senator RUSSELL. iar properh 
the asset of 













will A ald: as Reaneity by the Common- 
wealth. In addition, the farmers of 
Western Australia are paying £250,000 
a into the company. The fast report 
from that State is that 244,000 shares 
_ have been sold te the farmers there, and 
"as these shares are paid up to £1, ‘they 
" practically provide the whole of the 
‘guarantee that is required by the Com- 
~~ monwealth. 
| ce Senator Prarren. — Poor farmer! 


Senator RUSSELL.—The enterprise 
is not to be run for the purpose of mak- 
"ing profits. No profits will be made by 
the co-operative company; the interest 
. “vate is limited to’6 per cent. upon the 
_ serip which is being issued, and the com- 
_ pany is not to pay more than 8 per cent. 
“in dividends. There is no likelihood of 
the scrip being bought up by syndicates or 
_ corporations, because it has already been 
- determined ‘that each shareholder shall 
' have only one vote. I know of one 
_ farmer who has put £1,200 into the com- 
_ pany—representing the value of the 
wheat which he has in bond—and he has 
ee _ only one vote, just as has any farmer who 
has perhaps twenty or thirty bags in the 

1 Pool. 


Senator Henputson. —— All who are 
connected with the company must be 
farmers ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. When they 
cease to be farmers, they cease to be share- 
holders, 
Senator Tnomas.—I think that is a 
very good idea. 


Senator RUSSELL.—The idea is to in- 
duce people by means of co-operation to 
manage as much of their own business as 
possible. his is a co-operative arrange- 
ment under which the Western Austra- 
“jian farmers will be learning to manage 
their own business. , 
Senator Prarren.—With a subsidy of 
£2 to £1 from the Commonwealth. 
Senator E.-D. Mitten.—It is not a 
- subsidy. 


% Senator RUSSELL.—It is a he and 
the maximum amount to be advanced by 
‘the Commonwealth under the Bill is 
fixed at £550,000. The money is to be 
advanced at 6 per cent., and the. farmers 
will themselves put £250,000 into the 
venture. They must spend £100,000 in 
giving effect to the proposal before they 
will receive any Le at all from the 
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Commonwealth. The aarconiate is Api oh : 
guarded by the usual conditions of a con-— 
tract properly drawn up, which will be 
signed by the Prime Minister on behalf — 


-of the Commonwealth, and by the head 


of the organization in Western Australia 


on behalf of the farmers concerned. — 


Senator Prarren.—Will the silos be 
built from plans supplied by J. F, Med- a 
calfe and Company ¢ 

Senator RUSSELL.—No ‘paraeiee 
firm has so far been appointed, but 
whatever arrangement is made in that re- . 
gard must receive the approval of the 
Commonwealth . engineer. I do not’ 
know whether public tenders will be 
called for the necessary works, but every 
matter must secure the approval of the 
Commonwealth engineer, and no altera- 
tions in the contract can be made without 
his consent. 

Senator Pratren.—That is not in “the 
Ballo 

Senator RUSSELL.—-It is in the Bill. 
Our engineer will ‘practically have the 
final word in connexion with contracts 
and everything else, because if he reports 
that any of the terms of the contract are 
not being carried out in a_ satisfactory 
way, we have a simple and effective 
remedy in the power to stop supplies. 
The engineer is a very capable man, as is _ 
proved by the work he has done in New - 
South Wales. Wie have in that State, 
under his supervision, expended no less 
than £1,500,000 in connexion with the 
erection of silos, and the total amount in- 


volved in disputes in connexion with the 


work.is not more than £600 or £700... We 
can safely assume that the services of this” 
officer will be a great help to the farmers 
ot Western Austr alia interested. in this 


proposal. 


Senator Deeg a ——The Minister vod 
me that the Commonwealth had spent 
only £750,000 in New South Wales, Ge 


Senator RUSSELL.—That did not 
cover the whole of the work done. Mr. 
Mackay, the engineer, also supervised 


the erection of the terminal silo. : 

Senator Prarren.—The terminal silo 
was included in the Minister’s anew to ‘ 
my question. 

Senator RUSSELL.—A portion of" it’ 
only. Under this Bill the repayment of — 
the advance is.to be by twenty annual 
instalments commencing twelve months — 
after the starting point, which is to be — 
fixed by the Commonwealth Treasurer. 
If any default i is made i in the Beith iu, ce 


hed tafe 
Y cya 
Lip tnthse 
A ead > 


ye ae 


‘ 


1 : ede of the company dein, ae 
payment of the advances by instalments 


ye forfeited, and thereupon the whole . 


advances and interest shall im- 
oa ly become payable to the Com- 
--monwealth. I have said that the interest 
S charged is 6 per cent., unless the 
onwealth has to pay more for the 
: The rate will probably be the 
erage ‘rate of war loans. We have no 
2 to. make money out of this Calas 


| _ Prarren.— Will this money be 
d out of war loans? 


ue give a definite answer to that 

stion, but I do not think it will. 
Debate. (on motion by Senator DE 
ARGIE) ey aa 


nil GUINEA BILL. 
_ Seconp READING. 


betes E. D. MILLEN (New Saleh 
: co — Minister for oe 


‘not ghink: it necessary 

than indicate in broad 

is covered by .the pro- 

oe Bill provides for the 

aece tance frst ‘of all of the Mandate 
pect of those Territories which, 

> earlier stages of the war, 
cupied by Australian Forces. 


smarck Mecht paleo! the Hee 
omons, the Admiralty Group, and all 
other German Possessions south of 
uator, other than the German 
Islands, and the Island of 


: previously ovian Possessions 
pepadar, the terms of the Treaty oF 


ae 1ONO. ab ‘Panis and the. 
ao. to hand them over by. Man- 
oi This’ Bill_ represents 

ait ohn’ 


is Speed: oe. and in an ym 
operating under eo. anthony es 
Imperial Ordinance. nia 


This Bill, in oy wah ‘he 
date, guarantees the aati ‘ey 
portant, points— 


Chy ihe slave trade ig 
Territory. 3). 

(2) No. forced labour shall be ‘perm 
the Territory. i oh 

(8) The traffic in arms 
shall be controlled in the Porrieony in 
ance with the principles contained in the 
vention signed at Brussels on the 2nd ol 
July, 1890, and known as. the General Act o: 
the Brussels Conference, or any” Con 
amending the same. By 

(4) The supply of intoxicating spir ts 
beverages to the Dee of the Tele 
prohibited, . 

(5) The military fase. of the na 
the Territory, otherwise than for pur 
internal police and the local ee 
Territory, is prohibited. — : ; 


‘prohibited a 


established or fortifications: erected 
Territory. 
.(7) Freedom. of conscience, and, “subj 


the provisions of any Ordinance for th 


' tenance of public order and morals, t 


exercise of all forms of worship, sh 11 


allowed in the Territory. 


These obligations imposed by he a- 
date are sian tn in the ter 3 


a Mandate ae will be: Faithfe yo 
oa a ee but we » shall le 


ne to Hae directions of the 1 
Gon Australia will Ses in, re | 


this Bill also to sa for a pro 


Government for the Territories? 


the purpose of one aie out the 


purposes of the Bill, “amongst. ¢ 


- the rea ion of 





rr : Whilst I teleito whe aa ! 
Pe ace ‘Treaty. Ee ie ale that must fall hea the crs 


Hi De MILLEN. AON: - the pro- 
visions of ihe: Mandate. | ‘They. are set out 
in this Bill to make it quite clear. In 


ting up a provisional Government, we 


whole of the lands in these Territori 

re also indicating our acceptance of the psec 

provisions of the Mandate by mserting = ae Not a single acre ha Gen 
Te a in the Bill. | alienate t is quite true oat h 


ful character. ae the wok p GC 


b) 


te planters; but, as a reel of 
war and the subsequent Treaty of Peae 
those lands are taken over by the 


accepting one Matas in oe terms in monwealth, and are given into the Pp 
a ich. ie has been issued, the fact +g sion of a trustee. So that, for all 
tical purposes, every acre of these 1 
Possessions ig entirely at the disposa 
the Commonwealth Government, subje 
of course, to such laws as this ‘Par a- 
ment may pass. 


Senator Baxuar—aAnd oust Nat as. 
hay. years of our conve! of thede Terri- the natives may have. | 

tories; but they are inseparable from the 
position. _ When Australia first com- 
menced operations in the early days of 
the war, it was made quite clear in this 
¢ chamber, particularly as the result of a 
motion submitted by Senator Bakhap, 

that Australia was seeking, not additional 

acres, but. additional safety. Unfortu- / 
nately, it is not possible to secure advan- 
tages of that kind without being obliged: 3 
to. put up with some consequent incon- Senator Exurorr. — Doe the ‘Minite 
veniences and disadvantages. To insure mean to say that German settlers in the 
our’ ‘objective we required some guarantee Territories are deprived of their, po ses 
against these Territories being occupied sory rights? | Ma 
for any purpose which at any time might Senator E. D. MILLEN. — “te 
become injurious to Australian interests; one section of the Peace ‘Trodtiy 
and that is secured by the acceptance of was arranged and agreed that 
the Mandate. Having secured that ad- Contamina any or Whe a 

vantage, we are asked to accept the re- nations should take possession | 

y “sponsibility of looking after and control- 

a these islands. . 


"There will be undoubted Pardons to be that the Beaeee nationals shot and 
‘ kee: in discharging that responsibility; look to their own Government for com: 
~ but with those burdens there will go op- pensation. Under that arrangemen 

~ portunities. What they are it 1s per- money which might be received he D 
Phas, impossible, at this juncture, to speak — (ees 
of with any confidence, so little is known sessions of enemy nationals. “woul ae 
of these’ ‘Territories and their economic available to pay compensation to. A 
~ possibilities. With the control of these jians similarly dispossessed. of pr 
Territories given to Australia as a re- they happened to possess any in Germ 
sult of. the Mandate, we have the respon- It is a clearing-house scheme, but for the 
sibility, as well as- the privilege, of con- purposes of this Bill it deprives ica 
an area of 159,800 square miles, Germans of any claim to 


course, are neat” and, 1 venture to 
say, would. be if there were’ no provisio 
for that purpose in the Bill. I believe hai 
the sentiment of the people of Australi ia 
is the best guarantee of that that could 
given, and a better guarantees than am 
thing that might be set out in an ‘ae 0 
Parliament. | 


e. estimated, ae 47, 000 that land, unless this ‘Parliam tiacue | 
J ae to give it fe them later on. 
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Senator Pratrren.—Will this be the 
only Bill to be introduced into this Par- 
iament upon which will be based the 
administration of the German. islands, 
and the management of the Civil: Ser- 
vice in connexion with them ? 


‘Senator HE. D. MILLEN.—No.. This 
Bill is by no means the final one. ~ Its 
purpose is to create a provisnnul: Go- 
vernment in the islands. The reason is 
that to-day they are all under military 
occupation, and it is thought highly de- 
sirable to terminate military and sub- 
stitute c'vil administration at the earliest 
possible moment. That is all this mea- 
‘Sure does. It is not pretended that it 
embodies a final and complete scheme of 
government, but a start has to be made. 
itis proposed now to authorize this skele- 
ton administration, and from then on to 
obtain parliamentary sanction for such 
filling in of the obvious gaps as experi- 
ence may dictate. The control of Par- 
Hiament over anything and everything 
that will be done in the civil adminis- 
tration is secured by the Bill. itself. 
There is power to issue Ordinances for the 
control of the Territories, but all these 
will have to be submitted to Parliament, 
and can he disallowed just as ordinary 
regulations under our main Acts may be. 


Senator Prarren.—Like the War Pre- 
eautions Act? 


Senator E. D. MILLEN. —Yes; 
pela all be disallowed 
thought fit to do so. 


It seems to me, and TI should like to 
stressyj this fact, that coming out of all 
(the matters to which the Bill is a sue- 
ceeding step must be this great amount 
of satisfaction to Australia: the main 
thotght we had in mind was to remove 
the fear arising from the possible occu- 
pation of these islands by people who, 
ab some time in their career, might be- 
come unfriendly to Australia. We have 
not only removed that fear, but we have 
also secured- what represents another tre- 
mendous advantage, that is, the right to 
legislate there according to Australian 
need and Australian. sentiment, always 
bearing in mind the interests of the na- 
tives themselves. This right to legislate 
in perfect freedom for these islands, limi- 
ted only by the guarantees to which I 
have referred, gives us control over such 
vital matters to Australia as immigra- 
fon, ; shipping, and trade, and. with these 
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tion of the White Australia policy. 

Senator Prattsen.—'t Chat is a chimera 
out there, 

“Senator E. D. MILLEN. —But- 
not a chimera here. It is a very des 
factor. This is the more important when 
it is recollected that German New Guinea 
runs side by side for some 600 miles with 
our own New Guinea, as originally pos- 
sessed by the British Crown. If we did 
not have a system to control immigration 
and trade along those 600 miles where 
the two Territories lie cheek-by-jowl, it 
is obvious that both people and’ oods 
could percolate through along the whole — 
distance from one Territory to the other. 
If that happened, not only would our 
control over the newly acquired Terri- 
tories become very nebulous, but clearly 
there would be, or might be, a process 
of penetration into our original New 
Guinea itself, and this would gradually 
tend to flow down to Australia. “Having 
this perfect freedom to legislate, subject 
always to the guarantees mentioned, : 
submit that we have secured two thin 
which offer us the greatest assurance Se 
that. national security which we all 
desire. The first is that there Cam 
be within’ these islands no potential 
enemies, and the second is that, by our 
own right and freedom to legislate, 
we can dixect these Territories as we think 
fit, bearing in mind the joint interests of 
Australia and of the natives immediately 
concerned. 

Senator Prarren.—What is in fins 
mind of the Government regarding the 
administration and the Civil Service in 
these Territories? Will that be unde 
the control of the Public Service Com- 4 
missioner, for instance? 


Senator FE. D. MILLEN.—It is not 
proposed to put the Civil Servic ce of thes 


lie Ble tao Coaeiuea ines: % 
Senator Prarren.—Or will a new De 
se Nand i ereated?). , 





ida y; it will come aades ay ) 
partment which controls. other Tee 
tories. Whether that will be the present 
Home and Territories Ries | 
another matter. 





Now Guinea B Bill. 


rich eles abe imply some commun- 
tion with the League of Nations, and 
ossibly with the Imperial authorities, 
ought more properly to be attached to the 
- Prime Minister’s Department than to the 
Home and Territories Department as it 
‘how exists: I do not assume’ that any 
- mew Department, in the ordinary sense 
ae the term, will be necessary for this 



















appointments, unless Senator Pratten;can 
“show us some method by which one can 
hive omelets* without breaking eggs. I 
‘do not see how we can accept responsi- 
bilities and create a Government, provi- 
"sional or otherwise, unless we are pre- 
‘pared to make appointments for the vari- 
ous duties that must be carried out. 











\) Senator Prarren.—The point of view 

ee the Government in Australia regard- 
- ing the White Australia policy will be 
; oe: different from the point of view in 
“islands containing black people in oe 
“Pacific, Gonsequently, J should say that 
_ the same Service that governs one a old 
4 not necessarily govern the other. 


“Senator E: D. MILLEN.—This Bill 

: ie that matter quite open. All that 
* is sought from Parliament now is the 
authority to create there a ezyil admini- 
stration, and to substitute it for the mili- 
| tary. ocenpation and control. As to what 
_ will develop from it, I submit that we 
shall have to be a little guided by the re- 
sults of further examinations that will be 
made of the problem, and largely by the 
advice of the few men who first go there 
- to take up the-civil administration work. 
it would be rash for anybody to lay down 
a hard-and-fast policy regarding these 
new Possessions. I should hesitate to do 
s9 until the question has been looked 
round from eyery possible angle. Secing 
thant the economic and productive possi: 
 pilities of these islands are at preseut but 
~ scantily known, the Government 
already taking steps to_have a thorough 
| examination made. They are sending up 
a small body of gentlemen whose khow- 
ledge seems to indicate that their in- 
quiries may be useful. Probably we 
_ ghall by degrees acquire that information 
and advice which will enable us to avoid 
‘those mistakes which have been committed 
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sending up this small mission of sci 


4 yeleione but there. must be. additional 
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tists and practical men to tell us mor 
definitely than we know at present wh: 
can be done there. With that informa- 
a Parliament, will be fortified to pr 

eed with greater confidence to the ulti- 
pie legislation than if it attempted to 
deal lepislatively with these’ ara toe | 
day. hee 
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Debate (on motion by Senator Hawn) © 
adjourned. , 


SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Senator EB. D, MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [12. pele 


-_ F-move—- 


' That the Senate, at its rising, anaes until 
8 p.m. on Wednesday next, 


The ordinary hour of meeting on ‘Phat day 
would be 3 o’clock, but, as it is intended 
to extend a farewell to Their Excellencies 
the Governor-General and Lady Fer- 
guson, prior to their departure for Eng- 
land on that afternoon, it seems hardly 


‘desirable that the Senate should meet be- 


fore dinner, even if there were half-an- 
hour or an hour to spare. I have no © 
‘doubt that honorable senators will concur 

in this motion. 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) — 
[12.41].+Is there any necessity for the 
Senate to meet before 3 osclock on Thurs-_ 
day? No doubt some New South Wales — 
members will come over for the function — 
mentioned. by the honorable senator, but 
if we do not meet until Thursday after 
noon there will be no necessity for others 
to reach Melbourne before Thursday — 
morning. If the Senate met on Wednes- 
day night, they would*have to come over 
a day earlier for the sake of a pets 
which would probably not last more than. ate 

two hours. we 


Senator E. D. Mirzen,—I have no ob a - 
jection to the honorable senator’s sugges- tA 


tion. Will he move to amend the motion. 
in that direction ? 


Senator THOMAS.—TI move— 


That the words ‘8 p.m. on Wednesdhg a3 ae 
left out, with a view to insert in lieu thereo of 








Amendment agreed to. 


afirmative, 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
BUSINESS OF THE SENATE. 
Motion (by Senator E. D. Muizuen) 
proposed— 
That the Senate do now adjourn. 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[12.42]—Can the Government give the 
Senate some indication of the state of 
business? We can see a certain amount 
of work ahead for Thursday and Friday 
next; but is there any idea of what is to 
come forward after next week? Do the 
Government think they will have any 
more work for the Senate to do for a 
while? 

Senator E, D. MILLEN (New South 
Wales—Minister for Repatriation) [12.43', 
—TIt is not possible to do more than indi- 
‘cate my anticipations., 
we are subject to happenings elsewhere. 
TI am confident that honorable senators, 
while they naturally object, as I do, to 
being called over here when there is not 
sufficient work to occupy their time, would 
be the last to hesitate to attend to the 
country’s business if it were awaiting 
their attention. With every desire to 
‘meet those two points, so far as I can see, 


- when the two measures now on our busi- 


ness-paper are disposed of, there should 
be every justification for proposing a rea- 
sonable adjournment. ‘That, of course, 
must depend on whether any measures 
which are not now in sight come up from 
another place. Subject to the unforeseen 
happening, I imagine that before the 
Senate rises on Friday of next week it will 
be possible to submit a proposition for an 
adjournment, but for how long I am not 
at present, prepared to say. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 12.44 p.m. 


House of Representatives. 
: Friday, 17 September, 1920. 


Mr. Speaxer (Hon. Sir Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 11 am., and read 
BLA yeTS: 


DEATH OF SIR THOMAS EWING. 


“Mr. HUGHES.—I have just heard 
that Sir Thomas Ewing, who was long a 
member of this Parliament, died. yester- 
day. He held office as Postmaster-Gene- 





(REPRESENTATIVES. e Sir ihe Boog!" 


In all these things | 


personal enemies 






ral, and also as Minister for Deforent in 
fe of Mr. Deakin’s Administrations, and — 
many of us knew him intimately. Thad — 
the honour of knowing him for many 
years’ as a member of the Parliament Es 
New South Wales, and he was also a 
member of the first Parliament of the ~ 
Commonwealth. His sunny nature and a“ 
amiable disposition endeared him to all. 
[ think we might say with safety that hee 
had no enemies in politics. Alchougtle 
his circumstances were such. that a life of — 
leisure would have been more compaubiela! | 
with his disposition, he devoted himself 
with assiduity to polities, although his — 
health suffered so seriously that he was — 
compelled at length to retire. I desire — 
te express my deep regret, as well as that — 
of my colleagues and the Parliament — 
generally, and to extend to the deceased” ~ 
gentleman’s relations our sincere ee 
pathy. 


Mr. TUDOR.—L received a shock ig ae 
morning when I learned that Sir Thomas ~ 
Ewing had passed away. He wasamem- ~ 
ber of this Parliament for something like 
ten years, and we all esteemed him for — 
his genial nature. He had absolutely no — 
in this Parliament. — 
While he did not spare his political op- 
ponents, his criticisms were always bright _ 
and breezy, and ‘devoid of that sting © 
which, unfortunately, is associated with 
much of our parliamentary dissertations, 
With the Prime Minister, I believe that 
his work as a member of this Parliament 
tended to shorten his hfe. I am very 
sorry to hear of his death, which is an- 
other addition to the gaps that are steadily 
being made in the ranks of those of us 
who were members of the first Common- ~~ 
wealth Parliament. On behalf of the ~ 
Opposition, which I have the honour to 
lead, I desire to extend to the deceased 
gentleman’s relatives the most sincere | 
ee in their sad bereavement. ses 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—May I add ae 
expressions of regret to those which have — 
fallen from the lips of the Prime Minis- 
ter and the Leader of the Opposition, [) 
was one of those who had the pleasure of. 
knowing Sir Thomas Ewing personally, ~ 
and as a member of this House. He was 
a member of the House of Representatives 
ae the ae days of the A qe cik 


ee SR 
a 























| aa bh an vopnadent or iat he 


ed a word of hostile personal eritl 
Jt is charac- 





ote dich as. ~ these that: uplift the 


| I, in common 
ith ae ake Ee ahets ‘generally, mourn 
: ae ee death, and feat on 





| ED yadonee. thay has heey ay by ae 
Prime Minister, the Leader of the Oppo- 
sition, and. the Leader of the Country 


arty. The late Sir Thomas Ewing was 


old colleague of mine. I knew him 
well; he was loved and respected by 
salt. The better he was known the more 
“he was liked. He was a loyal ite ie 
and. always, ‘ ‘played the game.” One 
regret I have is that all too ae we do 






fellows until ‘after 
away. I hope that we shall endea- 
-vour to do so while they live, and try to 
Tecognise the good qualities of honorable 
_ ima pers, no matter in what part of the 
- House they may. sit. 
possessed the most amiable disposition, 

and. Ga feel his death deeply. I warmly 
-indorse the Kindly remarks that have 
_ been made eoncerning him, and which will 
be conveyed to his Se , 


ae SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son), —As a tribute of respect to the 
-“Inemory of our old colleague, I invite 
| honorable members to rise in their places 
| and remain standing ae a few moments. 


eA -~” ys 


| Honorable members rose in their places. 


‘i ; Pi ; : ar es x 


"POSTAL AND D TELEGRAPH RATES 





Cae aes 4g BILL. 


“ oe ae (by Mr. Wise), by leave, pro- 
( Ejeet and agreed to— , 





5 oa That eaves be given to icine ima Bill for 
~ an Act to amend hae ask oat and bee ida Rates 
Act 1902. ee Ronit ay We ce 









in Australia of the Soviet of Rugsia, 


journal.” 





- not discover these good qualities in our 
they have passed 


Oe ee, he is treated exactly the same as. any 


‘portunity to revise the Tariff Schedule 


TG get 3 ON time a Parliament had altered the. Sche 
d read a first time. y would b 


“SOVIET REPRE SEN 
; : AUSTRALIA. | 


“Mr. BURCHELL. —Has ee anole 
of the Prime Minister been drawn to 
report published in the Argus of t 
lust., “that the honorable member for B 
rier ida stated that the Commonwealth 


- Government had retained the salar 





taching to the office of the representat re 


“doubtless some of the funds of their 


If so, will the right honora 
gentleman state ‘whether the assertion 1s 


correct ¢ 


Mr. HUGHES—I am sorry (oe 
to say that it is incorrect. The str 
tened circumstances of the Governmen 
were such that a windfall of this sort 
would have been welcome. TI learn for 






_ the first time, and with some surprise, that 
the Soviet Government i is In & position. to 
"pay any salary to its officers in’ fe 

































country. 


- Speaking quite seriously, the sutement 
is grossly inaccurate. The Government 
has not seized the salary referred to, and 
it is entirely ignorant of the circumstances 
of the Soviet representative. It has no 
seized his correspondence, and is not trea 
ing him differently from any other cit 
zen. So far as I know, the facts are th 





citizen of the Commonwealth. 


\ 
¥ 


DUTY. ON NEWS PRIN TING 
3 PAPER. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Since the Ministe 
for Trade and Customs has found an op- 


introduced during the present session 
desire to ask him whether he has’ given 
any consideration to the request of a d 
putation representing the country new. 
papers of Australia, which nt 
waited upon mae and. whether it ae be 


ae 





Schedule to give effect to. that. request @ : 


ee, and it will be dealt with 
the Tariff is under consideration. 


would point out to the honorable member 
that « even if a lower duty. were broneys in 


ee to collect the. higher duty until euob x 
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gained by introducing at the Dieser time 


an amended Schedule fixing a lower rate 


of auty. 


LOW FLYING BY AEROPLANES. 


ih Mr. MARKS.—At the request df the 
Australian Aero Club, the Austrahan 


Jockey Club, Sydney, and the Avro Com- 
‘pany at Mascot, I wish to bring under 


/ the notige of the Assistant Minister for 


Defence the disgracefully low flying 


which took place over Randwick a few 
‘days ago, when machines, I understand, 


were dropping leaflets from so low an 


altitude that all the horses in the boxes 


‘I ask whether these facts 
' something 


' flying, which, undoubtedly, 
will produce a great tragedy in one of our | 


were terrified, 


and the people on the 


racecourse rushed for shelter. 1 un- 


derstand that the honorable gentleman 


President of the Air Board, and 
have been 
under his notice. Cannot 
be done, pending the passing 
ef the Air Regulations, to stop this low 
before long 


brought 


capital cities? 


- 


ister 
action to be taken by the Government 


export of sheep-skins? 
fellmongering trade are still out of em- 


ployment. 


tanners, wool 
‘exporters, wool-top manufacturers, s 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIEW—1I shail 
sec that the practice is immediately stop- 
ped. As soon as the Air Couneil is de- 


finitely formed, regulations will be issued 


to. prevent anything of the sort. 


© EXPORT OF SHEEP-SKINS, 
» Mr. RILEY.—Has the 


come to a’ decision as to, the 
to Gatry out the wish expressed by the 
Conference held last week in regard to the 


The men in ‘thes 


1 understand that the Prime 
Minister promised to bring in legislation 
dealing with the export ‘of sheop- skins, 
and 1 “dprine io know whether that legis. 
lation will be introduced at-an surly date. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I am not aware that 
course proposed by the Conference 

ieeessitates legislation. I desire, how- 
ever, to make a statement for the infor ma- 
tion of the House, and to invite the criti- 


cism of all who are concerned in this mat- 
MOTs 


On Friday last a Conference, con- 
sisting of representatives of every section 
of the wool industry—erowers, brokers, 
seourers and fellmongers, 
spin- 


ners and employees—was held... The 





_[REPRESENTATIVES, a 


‘T think by, thirty-two votes to eight, to 


Prime Min- - 








































question to be edad was he posit 
created by the scarcity of skins, added to 
the fact that many hundreds of men are 
now unemployed. The matter before the _ 
Conference was how to overcome that dif- — 
culty of unemployment. It was decided, © 


recommend a scheme of this kind, namely, : 
that all skins should pass through certain 
prescribed channels before being” ex- 
ported, and that the local buyer should 
have an opportunity of purchasing at the 
world’s price before the skins were ex- 
ported. Now, that is the practice al 
ready—so we were told—in the case of 
nine-tenths of the skins. As a matter of 
fact, there was some difference of opinion 
upon this precise point, that », as to” 
whether the quantity comprised nine- 
tenths or seven-tenths. However, the 
local buyer does have a chance now, and y 
it was decided, in order to encourage the — 

industry, to give him the right to secure 
all his requirements\ at the world’s price. 
That sounds a perfectly fair proposition. 
The Conference was called to advise the 
Government. I bring this matter before — 
the House now. If ought to have done ; so 
before, but failed, since the matter had 
escaped my attention. I invite honor- 
able members to offer any criticisms and 
objections which they may see fit to pre- 
sent, either on Tuesday or Wednesday 
next at the latest, so that the sense of 
Parliament may be gathered in regard to _ 
the question. Higintsiny members will be a 
able to gain precise accounts of the pro- 
posals from the’ press of Saturday last, 
and from the honorable member for Gram- 
pians (Mr. Jowett), the honorable mem- 
ber for Corio (Mr. Lister), and the hon- 
orable member for South Sydney (Ma 
Riley), who were present at the Confer 
ence. All sections of the House should 
be able to get first-hand information from 
those gantlonen, 


aes tplandatba In the Aa og 
yesterday there is a report of a spéec 
delivered by myself in Geelong in whieh 
appear some { statements attributed se 
myself but which I never made. “And 
since those particular remarks, as. P Tae 
lished, ‘teflect most sb erosshy uP my” Osa | 
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of i the Postmaster-General (Mr. 
ry. Wise), I desire to correct’ them. I am 
ai a loss to know how the report could 
_ have appeared in such shape. It states— 
» He had been speaking to the Postmaster- 
_ General about telephonic communication; he 
~ did not like those people who came to him 
| and said that things could not be done. /Anv- 
~ one could say that ‘the Government did not pay 
~@ man £1,000 or £2 ,000 a year to say things 
like that. (Laughter. ) What men were paid 
for was to say how to do the impossible. Wher 
the Postmaster-General said it was Impossible 
* to get wireless telephones and ordinary tele: 
fe phone wire in this country, he (Mt. Hughes) 
said, “Go along and get them.” The result 
Was ‘that the Postmaster/General told him that 
aiternoon that he was getting them. 
* That report is like the curate’s egg—it is 
» good in parts. But I continued at some 
Jengih to speak about experts. I was 
. talking about experts—people who come 
S a8 and tell us that a thing cannot be 
> done. Ag any one who has had experi- 
— . ence of experts must know, they can be 
"absolutely maddening; they can drive one 
to the verge of despair when telling one 
that a thing cannot be done. I said that 
I did not want people like that. My 
office boy could tell me that things can- 
not be done. JI said J wanted a man who 
would say,‘ Yes, this cannot be done, 
but 1 will tell you how to do it, and see 
| that it is done.” This newspaper, no 
doubt, has been misled by some careless 
' telegraphist in the Postmaster-General’s 
- Department. 1 am quite sure that the 
reporter would not have made such a mis- 
take, and the idea that the editor or his 
-stafi has made it is, of, course, absurd. 
Somehow or other, however, the mistake 
has occurred, and I want to say most em- 
phatically that it is one to which I take 
_ wery serious exception, and to which my 
colleague, the Postmaster-General, also 
takes serious exception. I take this first 
opportunity to say that I was referring to 
the experts; and if those gentlemen have 
any ground of complaint concerning what 
I said I will deal with them in due course. 















NEW VARIETY OF SEED WHEAT. 


Dr. MALONEY.—Will the Minister 
|. ‘for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
follow up the courtesy which he showed 
to me some time ago in obtaining in- 
formation concerning the: wonderful 
_ variety of seed wheat known as Yeoman, 
a | which gives up to 96 bushels per acre? I 








we 4 Surreaper, 1920.) % 






| ‘Bee Wheat, 












ask the Minister af he will sidoaten to. 
obtain a supply of this variety from the. 
Imperial Government for the use of the 
wheat-growing States of Australia, : 


Mr. GREENE.—I will have the matter ee 
inquired, into. I think it probable that 
the agricultural experimental stations: 
under the control of the various State 
Governments will have taken up the At 
subject. fee 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Consrruction or Frpmran Oasprrat. a 


Mr, AUSTIN CHAPMAN-—YT desire” 
to make a personal explanation upon the | 
subject of Canberra... In this morning’s” 
Age it is stated, in the course of a report, 
that, when the Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) was speaking, the honorable mem- 


‘ber for Bass (Mr. Jackson) made the in- 


terjection—‘‘ It will be another 
years before it is finished.” 


Mr. Jacxson.—That is quite correct. 


Mr. AUSTIN. CHAPMAN.—I am 
then reported as having said, also by way — 
of interjection—a most unusual thing for 
me to do, as. honorable members know— _ 
“it will be fifty years before we git there.” 

Mr. Fowzrer.—Well, what is wrong 
with that? . 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—I dare — 
say the wish was father to the thought 
in the case of the Age; and L want to 
point out, by the way, that this is nota 
report appearing in the Queanbeyan Age, — 
but in the Melbourne Age. What I said — 
was that it would not be fifty weeks be- — 


twenty 


fore we sat there; and I may add‘that that — 


is still my opinion. I do not know 
whether I will be in order in concluding — 
by saying that, if this House does its 
duty, I will prove to have been a ate 
prophet. > a | 


Mr. BELL By way of around ex 
planation, and in justice to the honor- 
able member for Eden-Monaro (Mr. Aus- 
tin Chapman), and also to the reporter 
for the Age, if desire to say that 1 wag 
sitting immediately behind the honorable ae 
member yesterday evening, and that it — 
was L who made the interjection to. the ae 
effect that it would be fifty years baton, an 
we got to Canberra... —_ - he 













WHEAT HARVEST. 


Payacnt TO New eee sne Warns 
FARMERS. 


ie PARKER MOLONEY. With re- 
_ gard to the statement of the Prime Min- 
_ ister (Mr. Hughes) that he was consider- 
ig ing the question of payment for next sea- 
gon’s wheat, I ask if he will specially 
ae der the ease of New South Wales, 
which has just recovered from two years’ 
drought ; and will he see if the whole of 
the 5s. guarantee can be given to the 
armers of that State, who have had very 
reat responsibilites ‘thrown upon their 
houlders as a result of the drought? 
hr. HUGHES.—The Government are 
considering the whole matter, and I would 
not like to forestall their conclusion. 
Honorable members are aware that we are 
ely to get a bumper harvest; possibly, 
ndeed, a record crop. There are 373 
bushels to the ton, and it is probable that 
there will be somewhere between 2,500,000 
ons and 3,000,000 tons harvested. Ti 
ronorable- members care to multiply 374 
ushels by 5s., and to multiply that 
answer by 2, 000,000 or 3,000,000—which 







































ize that the amount of money involved 
will be quite considerable. My colleague, 
the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook), who 
has scarcely recovered from his endea- 
yur to grapple with the serious financial 


sition of the Commonwealth, will tell 


£7,000,000 or £10,000,000 next January; 
for that is the leney whieh we Shall Gave 


eM the peaiann ‘of the New South 
Wales farmers. 
‘eonsidered that phase of the whole situa- 
tion, and I will say that if anything can 
be done to give them special considera- 
tion it willbe done. | 













volved will be more than £30,000,000. 

Mr. HUGHES \Ubfouarabie inembers 
_ will see what a thing it is to be a peri- 
_patetic ready reckoner. I could not do 
these. things. 
the right honorable gentleman is wrong. 





-estimating it. 


give the ile South Wales farmers 


erformance i is beyond me—they will rea- 


but Mr. Deputy Speaker informed~ 


he House that it is no light thing to find » 


The Government have 


Sir Josspx Coox.—The amount in- the CMe nih ‘of Beene ae in « 


Navy i 


All the same, I think that the class of vessel that, if any selectioi 


Mr. ParkKErR Moroney. —The Treasurer 


M Mr, HUGHES.— Whatever can be done | 


Rin ge with our naval defence : 












































ing ay a question ae to ‘dc with 
salaries, bonuses, and promotions 
officers and employees of Parha 
Upon the occasion of my originally 
ting the matter before him, the 
Minister courteously announced his 
pathy with my purpose. I may tell 
however, that I have been unable to 


gested, and in regard to the collecti n 


Mr. HUGHES.—This is a 1 
which, as I said before, is quite be) 
my scope, and which ~ rests heey M 


Sheakor was not in ie chair at ihe 
honorable member that the informati Ay 
required was available and ponte ‘be up- 
plied. . me 
BO) a Matoney.—Yes, but only | in een r 
ence to this House. “The other ; 
man ‘‘up there ’’ will not supply the 
formation, for obvious reasons. 

Mr. HUGHES.—Well, I cannot 
the honorable member. 
rity. up there.’’ oe will mot liste 
me, ey 


oq 


which may be published in refetenee | 


Mr. HUGHES .—The Bich | Gow 
ment have made certain suggestions : 












to be made, would be most useful in. 
circumstances; but the honorable mer 
will realize that everything we do 




















in the light of the experi- 





16 fact. that they are pressed by very 
great financial difficulties, and also. with 








e Hinded to hold a etsnos Gouietedca. at 
Pe a aes matter will be considered. 


"ATTITUDE OF SENATE. 


Mr. BRENN AN.—In view of the fact 
that | in another place an adverse vote has 
_ been carried against the Government on 
two. important matters, namely, the Con- 
| - ciliation and Arbitration’ Bill and the 
be Northern Territory Representation Bill, 
would an optimist be justified in conclud- 
ing that this foreshadows a change of 
oS _ Government at an early date? 
_ Mr. HUGHES.—Having been out of 
e eae city yesterday I had not learned of 
these “ hostile decisions ” of another place, 
and the news comes to me as a positive 
‘bolt from the blue.” I thought that 
the honorable gentlemen “up there” 
were quite content and happy, instead of 
‘which, apparently, they seb about carry- 
‘ing eugene against the Government. 
_ I have always been in favour of the bi- 
~ eameral system, but my tolerance has its 
limits. I ean assure the honorable mem- 
ber that there is no fear of a dissolution 
of this House, and that if the honorable 
gentlemen — in another place continue as 
- they are doing, I do not see why we should 
not submit the questions at issue direct to 
- the pele: 




















"¥- 


"NUMERALS ON HANSARD 
se ~ VOLUMES. | 
baer MALONEY. —In view of the fact 
oe the forms of the House will not per- 
mit me to give notice of the question 
which I desire to ask, I must request Mr. 


_ Speaker to be courteous enough to furnish - 


bs me with an answer to it without notice. 
My question is as follows:—Will Mr. 
Speaker have the numbering of the bound 
volumes of Hansard printed in Arabic 
_ numerals, which are far more simple than 
Latin numerals, as can be. seen, for in- 
stance, when we compare 88 with 
 LXXXVIIL.? I defy any mathemati- 
. cian . to | multiply CCCXLV. by 
 CCCXXXIL,, using Roman figures 
_ throughout. Tt seems to me that we 


ra 


eae h ned a Bae ma seunuae Aes ayer e 
es. are — hee the | 





ence gained during the Great War, and 


_ bates. 


their money in the building of necessary a 


_ should foll We “as aN of the State 
a ae . 





numbering our Hansard volumes. © i 


_Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir’ I 
Johnson).—The system of stele 


















ber refers would pease have: to 
referred also to Mr. Teo 











be said in favour ‘of thal faneaeae mem 
ber’s contention, and the method of num 
bering, suggested by him, is used in con: 
nexion with the House of Commons’ de 
At the same time I can see. one ; 
advantage to honorable members In our, 
system, because an honorable member 
who is anxious to make an embarrassing _ 

quotation from another honorable mem- — 
ber’s speech, perhaps long since forgotten, — 
and recorded in a bound volume of Han-— 
sard, way occasionally be restrained from 
doing so by a contemplation of the formi- 
dable numerals of which the honorable fe 


member has just given us an eae re 


CRITICISM OF BUDGET. : 

Mr. WEST.—No doubt I coment 
offended the Treasurer yesterday alter: 
noon by interjecting when he was deliver- 
ing his Budget. I -would like to ask ~ 
him what he thinks of the leading articles 
in this morning’s newspapers, particularly : 


that in the Age, criticising his Budget? 

. Sir JOSEPH COOK.—1 did not pu 
sue the task of reading the whole of that 
criticism. A little of it was quite enough. 


FEDERAL CAPITAL, 


Issump OF Rae MN eA Bar. 























Upon notice 


1. Whether the Government will at 
consider the question of issuing Canberra 
bonds, similar to those issued for the building 
of the city of Guernsey, and thus afford the 
people of Australia an opportunity to invest 





gas 


ministration and parliamentary cance ae Can- 



















monwealth, will the Government. ee ‘4 
early opportunity to the House of discussing f 
the system of teasehald under. hah ae eee pa 


e f 











ei 


a Se 
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Mr. “HUGHES. —The answer to the 
honorable member’s questions is as fol- 
lows :— | 

1 and 2. An opportunity for discussing 
these matters will be afforded in connexion 
with the Kstimates. 


Mr. MARR asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


‘Whether, in view of the great shortage of 
labour, the Government will take into con- 
sideration the question of vocationally training 
‘a number of returned soldiers at Canberra, 
where, it. is alleged, (a) that there are almost 
1,000,000 bricks ready for use; (b) that 
there is a brick-works capable of turning out 
some of the best bricks in Australia; and (c) 
that there is a vast quantity of other building 


ee material available? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The maiter will be 
eonsidered by the Minister for Repatria- 
tion. 


TELEPHONE SERVICES, NEW 

. SOUTH WALES. 

Mr. MARKS asked the 
General, upon notice— 


1, What amount of money is estimated by 
the Postmaster-General’s Department to be 
required for new works to place the telephone 


Postmaster- 


Services on a ‘satisfactory footing in New 
South Wales? 
2. What amount was asked in this con- 


nexion for 1920-1921; what amount is 
vided on the Estimates, 
lotted ? 

3. What amount has already been expended 
me commitments? 

. What is the estimated cost of providing 
oa switchboards at the new automatic 
exchange in Sydney, and has the necessary 
provisio® been made for the same? 

). If not, what provision is being made to 
meet the public requirements there? 

6. What provision has been made e in- 
ereasing the service in country districts§ 


pro- 
and .how it is al- 


we How many additional trunk lines are re-. 


quired for properly handling sity eae business 
in New South Wales? 

8. Are these lines good financial propositions, 
and how many can be built out of the amount 
beirf@ provided this financial year? 

9. Ig provision being made for an additional 
Sydney-Melbourne trunk line? 

10. Is it a fact that all essential material 
ean be procured if funds are provided to 
enable tenders to be accepted? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member's eo are as fol- 
low :— 

1. It is impossible to state the amount re- 
quired unless the honorable member intimates 
whether his question simply refers to the ex- 


isting telephone service or includes all services 
applied for, including trunk lines, 


(REPRESENTATIVES 1 New ‘South Wales _ 









2. £380, 460 was provid. ‘ands hae é 

allotted as follows: ~- ( : reg 
Telegraphs . ve oy 9,460 — 
Telephones oN > a OR 
New trunk. lines 30,000 
Switchboards Ce 39,00B es oe 
Cables and conduits 24) T88,000 ee ax 
Miscellaneous 2,000 — 


In addition to the Siac of £380,460, the 
Treasurer has agreed to the acceptance ~ Of 
tenders for further material which will be — 
paid for this financial year. He. also agrees — 
to the inviting of tenders for material to be. 
paid for in 1921-22, up to a total of £500,000. | 

3. Approximately, £43,000 has been expended — 
by commitments. 

4, £81,784. The Treasurer has cone in 


the tenders being accepted. : iat 


# 


5. See answer to No. 4. em 

6. £3,750. This will enable about fifteen Rete 
lines to be erected. Twenty-five others are |= 
approved, and are dependent upon materiak 
coming to hand, to obtain whiéh steps are rs 
now being taken. Bei 

7. This will involve considering the whole 
of the country business of New South Vee 
and will take some time to ascertain. | 

8. See answer to No. 7. a 

9, Additional facilities are being ‘provided ‘ 
between Sydney and Melbourne. 

10. Yes; but deliveries are subject to delay. . 
owing to the quantity of material which has ae 
to be obtained abroad and to the abnormal 
demands which are being made upon manu- 
facturers. | 


WAR GRATUITY BONDS. ee 
Mr. MARKS asked the Treasurer, upon : 
notice— : 
1. Is it a.fact that certain approved com- 
panies may cash war gratuity gonds to an ~ 
unlimited extent, whilst private individuals, ay 
solely with a view to Ronee returned men,- 
are greatly limited? 
2. To lfow many bonds and to what amount 
is a private individual restricted? ; 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The answer to © 
the honorable member’s questions is as Bei 
follows :-— pet 
1 and 2. In accordance with the pe Ba 
Minister’s promise, employers and some 
trading firms and companies have permission as 
to cash bonds, under certain conditions, to am 
unlimited extent. In the case of applications 
by private individuals, the registrars of war 
gratuity bonds at the Sub-Treasuries in the ~ 
capital cities may permit not’ more than ten oe 
bonds to be cashed by any one person. Where ~ 
a person desires to cash more than ten bonds, 
the matter must be specially referred to the — 
Seeretary to the Treasury for consideration. 
The average amount of ten bonds would Re 
about £800. 


I may explain that many people have | 
been endeavouring to transfer bonds in ~ 
bulk, more particularly traders and 
others who have .accumulated them. 
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ity Teac y,. to ake: these bonds o 

the simple reason that they 
j a splendid investment, free of taxa- 
n. Of ner we cannot permit that. 


see the AG winter for Petcal 


amendments Ghai have he qa ton 


cussion from. various important” stan 


ms fieation? ? 


HUGHES.—The answers 
ee: 2 


Mr.” 
honor able member’s 
follow :— 


pls 
$i on, ie alae ‘Vegan i 


Mi te What the number of War Service 


e War Serica ton pornos 
ee What is the total number for oe State 
New. South Wales? wf 


Mr. ‘RODGERS (for ‘Mr. Poynron). 
‘he information is being obtained. 


COMMERCIAL AVIATION. 


or MARKS asked the JT vensurer, 
hon ‘notice— 


. eee any yori ar the £100, 000. seb 


‘A ha and on éeetnin éouditions as Té 
&e., to the manufac- 


“fi 


rds defence, mails, 


nich What ee FP ororided for “the de 


ga of civil aviation will be ap- 


“PROPORTION AL 
pEERECEN, TATION. 


: With eleven de: to a promise ade by tie 


[inisi er for Home and Territories to a large 

deputation of delegates from the Victorian 

| Representation Society, 

Farmers’ Union, Australian 

der tion, People’s Federation of Soldiers and 

tizens “Women’s Political Association, Mel- 

Total Abstinence 

fTrade and Land Values Association; 

Aus -alian Proportional Representation 
- Australian Natives’ 

nd | ‘Settlers’ Association, 

Single | Tax League, 

; Western AustraYian Women’s Christian 


‘emperance Union, People’s Progressive party, — 


Australian Natives’ Association, Warmers and 


try party, and .Women’s Service Guild, 
has he yet consulted the Cabinet with a view. 
ey this © 
x “House to. discuss proportional representation | 


of to an opportunity being afforded for 


_ relation to. Commonwealth elections? 


so, will an opportunity be given to 


cuss the ese and when? 


Vic- . 
Catholic 


Society, and Free 
South — 


; Association, 
n’s Christian ‘Temperance Union, Far- 

National 
Women’s Non- 


he proposed Obuvsation will ie deride 
Parliament when the Bill auntior ae 
Convention is before it. 


SUPERANNUATION SOHEME 
Apprication To Navat Forces. 
Mr. MARKS asked the Ne fe) 


the Navy, upon notice— 


Whether the superannuation scheme. SOF) ‘the 
Gommonwealth Public Service recently re- 
ferred to in the press, and reported to include 


nthe yee, Forces, will alee APB hoa baal 
a 


Naval Forces? 


Mn. HUGHESThe coope af te pro 
posed superannuation scheme is. stil 
under consideration. ony 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 


ComMonWEALTH Rupeesenes nae AE. 
GENEVA ConFrsRENCE a Coane 
WEALTH FINANCE AND Trape—Aus- 

~TRALIA Hovsz—ImMicRATION. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min 
ister and Attorney- General) fade 43].— 
(By leave).—Some’ time ago it was p 
licly announced that the Assembly of the 
League of Nations intended to hold its 
first session at Geneva on the 17th Ni 
vember next, and in reply to questions 


put to me in the House I stated that the 
Commonwealth Government would be re- 


presented thereat. Since that tim a 

number of suggestions have been mad 

and much advice has been given to. the 
Government, as to how the 


wealth oat be represented. | 


Sir- Rabon: Garran, 


_ Attorney-General. 


portunity of knowing Mr. 


very many years, and I can. oes th 
“@ excepting only Sir Robert Garran, 
erent man ones: mae exist 











Commonwealth Service. If I were going 
myself to Geneva I do not think I could 
select a man upon whom I could rely 
with more confidence. fenator Millen 
will also take with him M. Chevassu, 
formerly on the foreign editorial stalf 
of the London Zvmes, who has. made 
Imperial politics his study, is familiar 
‘with all the proceedings of the Peace 
Conference and the League of Nations, 
and an accomplished linguist. 1. need 
hardly point out to honorable mem- 
bers the importance to Australia of the 
League of Nations. The whole world 


‘now is in a state of flux, and the League. 


of Nations, by its advice and by ‘its 
| power, can exercise a potent influence on 
our destinies. As. honorable members 
‘know, the mandates have not been ofii- 
_ cially issued, and many questions relating 
‘to our quota of defence, to the means by 
‘which the world’s peace shall be main- 
tained, and disease, labour troubles, and 
other matters dealt, with the world over, 
are in the hands of. this, the only inter- 
national body that has, as it were, the 
sanction of law behind it. This League, 
of course, has yet to prove itself com- 
petent to deal with all the great ques- 
tions that are intrusted to it, but its in- 
fluence already is considerable. Australia 
is a signatory to the Covenant, and, per- 
haps, has more to lose than any other na- 
tion from the deliberations of the Confer- 
ence. 
so'diers fought have not yet, as it were, 
erystallized and assumed so definite a 
shape as to preclude the possibility of such 
alterations as would be fatal to our in- 
terests. [do not know any man who is 
more competent to represent the Common- 
wealth at this great world gathering than 
my friend and colleague, Senator Millen, 
He will go to this Conference with a clear 
understanding that he represents this 
Parliament and this country on those 
questions. On certain of the questions 
to which I have alluded in a general way 
_ there is no room for difference of opinion. 


We cannot have any difference of opinion: 


——we cannot listen to anyone who speaks 
about any encroachment on the principle 
of a White Australia. Senator Millen, 
who holds the Australian view, recognises 
that fact clearly. There are other mat- 
ters on the agenda paper which leave any 
amount of room for difference of opinion, 
and as to these, of course, Senator Millen 
will exercise his own discretion. The 
_ Mr, Hughes. 


_[REPRESENTATIVES, te 


‘London in order to deal with ae et 


Many of the things for which our 







honerable dantlehian will este) Nausteat 
towards the end of this month. How 
long the sittings at Geneva will continue 
it is impossible to say, but at their con- 
clusion Senator Millen will proceed to 


great public importance, ‘which, 
happily, have not been dealt with oa 
to the resignation of the honorable mem- 
her for Balaclava (Mr. Watt). Senator © 
Millen will take up the questions of ~ 
finance where that honorable member — 
dropped them. He will deal with ques-~ 
tions of trade and trade organizations, and 
will also make such recommendations and 
effect such alterations in the organization — 
of the High Commissioner’s office as are _ 
Souuidieral desirable war course, [ am ~ 

xpressing my opinion as a private mem- ~ 
ber but other honorable members have — 
been to England during the last two years ~ 
and are able to judge for themselves— — 
when I say that there are far too few © 
Australians in Australia House—far too 
few. 1. think it is essential, if “we 
are to have an Australia House which 
really represents Australia, to have 
the staff continually refreshed by new 
drafts of blood from Australia. These 
men, after serving at Australia House for 
a period, will return to Australia and 
others take their places, in this way main- 
taining touch with Australia. 4 

Mr. Tupor.—It would’ be a good thing i 
if we adopted the same principle in the ie 
Customs Department. ae 

Mr. HUGHES .—Quite so. Tetene ees 

Mr. Brennan.—Will the High Come ot 
missioner be an Australian, pursuant to i 
that policy ? ae 

Mr. HUGHES.—No; there are lina : 
I do not think we could get a man to ga 
to England to take un the duties of High 
Commissioner, and to come back just as 
a public servant does to resume his place 
in the Public Service. Whenagentleman 
goes to Australia House as High Commis- 
sioner he has divested himself of his poli- Y 
tical opportunities in’ order to take up the D, 
position, and when he returns he divests 
himself of that office and all that the - i 
office means. There must be some Ccon- 
tinuity of policy, and, to that end, diser 
tion must be axercised ; but, subject t 
that, the principle I have laid down i is, a 
think, a sound one, slit 

I come now to another matter, ot 
which Senator Millen will also have 


ue 
deal. I i have spoken in this eee several Hi 












































fence policy. of the Commonwealth. I 


the remedy for this is more men. The 
rovernment, have decided to take up the 
_ Question of immigration, and put it for- 
a ward with vigour on a bold and compre- 
‘ hensive scale, believing that in no other 
fay can we hope for any success. The 
ommonwealth and States came to an un- 
derstanding during the recent conferences 
for there were several—in regard to 
migration, an understanding Bhat. I 
think, will commend itself to honorable 
members. The States agree that it is well 
hat one authority should have control at 
other end, and ay one who looks at 





re aaa ei authorities Valens, about 
particular States. EF do not think honor- 
able members quite realize the profundity 


ard to Australia. 
ralia as if it were a kind of place to be 
covered in a day’s walk, and he talks 
about ‘‘ the climate ”’ of. the country. I 
May say that I have been colder in this 
country than I ever remember to have 
been in England ; indeed, I have been 
half frozen to death here. We can find 
-any kind of climate in Australia, and in 
the interior I have found it colder than in 
any other country I know of. 


Dr. Matonny —That is nonsense! 


Mr. HUGHES.—1I shall not go further 
into that question, merely suggesting 
that, in ordér to test the question, an hon- 
‘ orable member has only to camp out, 
put his feet outside his tent at night, and 
hos how he gets on. What we have to 
tell the people of Britain‘is the truth 
- about Australia. JI have read some 
of the prospectuses and highly-coloured 
statements about Australia yand rose from 








their perusal convinced that they did not 


present a fair and accurate picture of 
_ this country. We do not desire to bring 
& _ people here under false pretences, and, 
a therefore, we must tell them the pratt, 





we hear on the one hand nor those glow- 
“ing eulogies we hear on the other. 
-eannot induce people to come out here on 








ould. he Me . 








EY ate red ce it ane HAlinhe Ks 


id that 5,000,000 people can neither de- 


toa end this duunitry nor develop it, and that be 


of the ignorance of the Britisher in re- | 
He speaks of Aus-. 


Australia, but to extend the invitation to 
all healthy men, \ 


youth can adjust itself readily to. the cir- 


man is set in his course of life, it is v 


~The truth 3 is neither that pessimistic wail 
If we 


the merits ‘of the country, it is better they © 
hut do eta wish toy te 






pres aa Npeiited's men ae gotapla . t 
they have been induced to come here. 
under false pretences; therefore, the first 
thing we propose is to see that the would 
immigrant learns the facts. 
















whether si gents 20 to Tesi r 
 hariheig aar Or as to ve number 














immigrants as possible—they will tak ie 
we can bring. As to the kind of p 
we desire, when I put forward the views 
of the Tahour party on immigration 1 
said what I believed to be true, namely, — 
that to throw on the labour market a huge | 


























mass of immigrants without regard to the © 


requirements of urban industries is to 
create conditions that will prove most un- 
fortunate. A community can digest if 
only so many newcomers in a given time, — 
and those newcomers must be of the right 
kind, and must be put in the right places, 


“And the right kind of preparations must be 


made for them. The first essential of this 
country is land settlement; therefore, our 
efforts must be directed towards getting — 
men to goon the land. As honorable — 
members know, the British Government 
have offered to pay the fares of ex-servic 
men to any part of the Empire up to, I 
think, the 31st December this year, and 
we are negotiating with a view to the eX- 
tension of that period, so that we. ‘may 
have the advantage of the continue 
co-operation of the British authoritie 
We do not propose to stop at trying to in- 
duce British ex-service men to come t 






















including lads and youths, | 


cumstances of the country. When 
difficult to make anything of him in- 
new country. I think it will be fou 
in practice extremely difficult to attr . 
trained agriculturists from . Britaiz 
When I was in Scotland last year I fou 
that the agriculturists were receiving | 
8s. per week “and found” during the — 
harvest. There is plenty of work for — 
them in England, and it is extrem 
















dificult to offer ‘inducements that 
would. attract that ‘Class. of: ‘works ‘ 
Ba ales jihen Pea 
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Wie ons thimeelt He es had. a had on. the Soy “We must hat 
harvest in England this year, and if we cient labour to develop this great country. 
listen to him we shall hear exactly the The Government are doing what is pos 
same kind of story as we hear in Austra- ‘sible in regard to the development : 
lia, ‘We shall endeavour to attract men ogres and iron napestal ec bot 

who have had experience on the land, 
and have some capital. Honorable mem- 
‘bers must not suppose that the farmer 

“here is différent, from: the farmer 
elsewhere. The farmer never does : 

“well I visited my own people in - elieve ‘hat very much will. Ae up 

Wales, end listened to the most melan- those who are placed in charge of 1 

‘eholy tales. .. Yet they were all right; work, and we have placed in charge, | 
they were getting 16s. per bushel for their the time being, Mr. Percy Hunter, who 
wheat, and, after all, that is not a bad has had a very long experie ace of imm 

price. Of course, they might have re- 8? ation organization. I have known him 


: oe more, but they were doing very for many years, and I think he is a most 
ell, Ido not expect that we shall ai. competent man. I have read in the press 


ahh very many eericulturists, but. 1 hope a statement about the projected appomm 


we shall induce men with sal capital to ae o ae Se i 
come here, and also plenty of young men ‘ : 
Bet diredhold of life. They aredhe wind sion; the Government have no intention 


He apnea of appointing one. L protest against this 
of sill ay babi ile a canbe moulded to habit of the press of tirst of all inventing 
the circumstances of Australia, and im- 


bued with progressive ideas. ‘This country acts by the Government and then writing 


| leading articles condemning us for doing 
must go ahead, and to do that successfully Chay hat practice is very trying. What 
46 must have men in abundance. Iti ‘can- : 


7 we want is an Immigration Agent 1 
not have too many men, provided they are addition to Mr. Hunter in partienlar— 
of the right type and are set down in the 


oe ts Oe 1 and here I appeal to honorable mem- 
right place. Organization is clearly wanted },,7. of the Country party—a_ suceess! 1 


‘at this end. The States must do their farmer, who having made good in Aus 
3 


part, and we have arranged with them ‘tralia, is prepared to go to England 
that A sil Bay. ee SDN ee ans put the-facts Boom Australia here the 

fe best Daelintée Suainet any State being 
‘swamped with the wrong kind of labour: 

Then we must see that public opinion is 
- educated as to the necessity for immigra: 
“tion. We cannot allow a ‘ dog-in-the- 

manger ”’ policy to rule this country. 

There are many quite well-meaning men i? 

who have a perverted idea of the funda- I know all about Australia I ha 

mental facts of economics. They think 

‘that the fewer the men here, the more sending Ne England MM, 


































































aie ve Bee et ‘Briticl ro 
who has ne good in Australia. 


work there will be. That is not so. Work years a ae or tventy 
inereases with the growth of population. competence. He will stay in England 

If there were no other men coming for a year or so, and put the facts about 
forward, ‘employment would be re-. Australia before the British people. 
“aueed: to the level of that on Robinson Mr Tonor-If-Mr. Barnes had tae 


‘Gmisoe’s Island. The more men we with the Labour party he would have 
have, the greater the opportunities for been denouneed as “a Johnny-com 
‘manufacture, We are now on the threshold lately.’ wid Os 


of a new era of manufacture. . If all goes Mr. HUGHES.—If he came lately 
well, we shall certainly have a magnifi-. any rate he has done jvery well. I 
ent season oa primary production; and member Mr. Barnes when he was Pr 

we need “it. But ‘we ‘also want dent/of the Hight Hours Monee her: 
: Aneesant. Jabour and additional men Bhat, ) “4 4 








ON 


Eatustrial Workers of the World. 





Labour movement long before the 
ssistant Leader of the Labour party 
(Mr. Ryan) was even on the outer fringe 
-of it, He was the founder of tha 
Butchers Union... | 
Mr. Tovor:-—He was. not. 
Anderson did in an hour more than Mr. 
he Barnes did in his life. 

 |'Mr. HUGHES.—TI am not Mr. Barnes’ 











“but he did good work, and was held in 
sufficient esteem by the trade unions of 
Brisbane to be made President of the 
Eight Hours movement. . What is the 
use of honorable members opposite mak- 
ing this fuss? I ask them to find me a 
| farmer with the right qualifications for 
_ this work, and I do not care two straws 
what his ‘political Opinions are. What 
-I want is a man who has made good, and 
will be a living advertisement of Aus- 
tralia. . We: ought surely to approach 
these ioe national questions from a 
“national standpoint. 
; Mr McGrarn—He 
you did. 
oie Wr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
: son) .—Order! I ask the honorable mem- 
ber for Ballarat to withdraw that reflec- 
tion on the ‘Prime. Minister. 3 
Mr. MeGraru.—lI said that Mr. Barnes 
- #ratted ” when the Prime Minister did; 
_ that is why he is getting the job. If that 
“is wrong I withdraw it. 







“ patted ” when 


ne ber is beneath an honest man’s contempt. 
- Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! I ask the 
Prime Minister to withdraw that state- 
- ment, and I remind him that the honor- 
able member for Ballarat has already 
1 Withdrawn the reflection he made upon 
Hak Basie |e 


Mr. HUGHES.—Well, I say he is not 


beneath an honest man’s contempt. 
 . Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 
: Mr, HUGHES.—I apologise for both 
those statements. It is a most lament- 
able thing that one ‘cannot introduce any 
question in this Chamber without honcr- 
able members treating it on party lines. 
I was endeavoring to deal with this mat- 
_ ter honestly and’on its merits, 1 place 
the facts before the House in order that 
honorable members may know that the 
— “Government are going on with this scheme, 
‘They believe in immigration, and every 








. McGratu.—And a member of the 
‘Mr, HUGHES.— I remember him in 
to this country, and dealing with th 


Charlie 


3 \ Peoaiaes I do not know everything he did, 


Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- 


_made only with the unanimous 


i 
Be man who. loves ea knows it “to: be. 








essential la hae Seana: 8 one en 
and defence. The succass of this schem 
depends upon, not only obtaining th 
right kind of men, but transporting them 












efficiently when they arrive. That 
itself will requyre a very effective organt 
zation on this side. To both these phase 
of the question the Government propose 
to direct their attention. . Senator M 
len, during thé period he will be 
England, will do what h@ can 
give effect to this movement, and we — 
hope that as a result of this policy there y 
will be a large influx of desirable settlers © 

to Australia. They will do very much » 

for us in four ways—they will lighten © 





























our burden of taxation, they will produce 


more wealth, they will help to defend. 


Australia, sn they will help to develop: 


it: That, broadly, is our policy. J hope 
that at the Geneva Conference we shall 


<see that -the interests of Australia. are 


safeguarded, as I feel perfectly sure they 
will be in the hands of so competent a 
representative as my friend and cole | 


Senator Millen. 


~ Mr. TUDOR.—-May I haves the pric 
vilege of saying a few words in regard — 
to the latter portion of the Prime Mi ate 
ister’s statement ? 
Mr, Fow.er.—I rise:to a question are 
privilege. Twice we have listened to i 
statements by the Prime Minister on mat-_ 
ters of grave importance, and contro-~ 
versial in character, and the House has 
not had an opportunity of disnise 
either of them.” It is only fair to the — 
House to request that opportunity shall 
be given to discuss statements such as. the 
Prime Minister has just made. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—There is no provi- 
sion in the: Standing Orders which will 
allow of such a discussion. It is entirely” 
at the discretion of the House as. te ae 
whether any honorable member shall be KS 
allowed to make ~a statement: when no 5 
other business is before the House. Th 
Prime. Minister asked leave to make 
statement, the nature of which was no 
indicated. But the granting of leave 
entirely in the control. of the House, a1 
one objection would. have been sufficie: 
to prevent the Prime Minister fron 
speaking. A statement by leave can be: 






















sent of the House. But such Bi) < 
ment, is not open 


upon a motion — 





League of : 


Is it the pleasure of the House that the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr, Tudor) 
have leave to make a statement ? 

_ Honorastz Memsrrs.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.15].—I was 
not aware that the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) was going to niake a statement 

on this subject this morning, and ‘was 


* temporarily absent from the chamber’ 


when he rose. I realize that the repre- 
sentation, of Australia at the Geneva 
Conference is absolutely essential. We 
“must be represented there. The right 
honorable gentleman has said that there 
can be no question of party so far as the 
policy of a White Australia is concerned, 
and that honorable members on all sides 
of the House are pledged to that policy. 
I sincerely hope that Senator Millen will 
Voice the emphatic opinion of Australia 
as a whole upon that question, and will 
insist that, there must be no departure 
“from that policy, which was practically 
_ laid down by this Parliament as far back 
as 1902. 
| My. Maxiy.—The delegation should be 
representative of both sides of the House. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I do not intend to deal 
_ with that phase of the question. I should 
not have risen but for the statement 
made by the Prime Minister that Mr. 
J. T. Barnes is to proceed to. Great 
Britain as an immigration agent on be- 
half of the Commonwealth. According 
to the press reports, Mr. Barnes is one 
of the delegates to the Conference of the 
National party now sitting, and, as an 
Englishman who has Spent ten or a dozen 
years in Australia, he is to proceed to the 
Old Country to tell the people of the 
conditions prevailing here. I hope it 
will not be assumed that honorable mem- 
bers of the Labour party acquiesce 
in the proposa] that he shall represent 
Australia. The responsibility rests with 
the Government. I certainly protest 
against Mr. Barnes being sent to 
England in this capacity. I am _ per- 
sonally friendly with him, but he is as 
bitterly opposed politically to me as is 
any honorable members opposite. It 
cannot be said that he will be able to 
_fitly represent Australia. There are Aus- 
tralians who know as much about Aus- 
tralia as do any of our citizens who 
come from overseas, It was my pri- 
mises as an Australian: t to work in both 





England for four years, could it be said 
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England and the : 
America; but because I had a i 


that 1 was qualified to represent England 
in Australia, and to put forward here 
the ideals of the people of Great Britain? 
I think not, Many Australians who have 
been connected with the Immigration 
Departments of the various States might 
fitly represent the Commonwealth as 
immigration agents in the Old Country. 
Having regard to the enormous 
shortage of houses: in all our capital 
cities, it will behove the Government to ™ 
go slow in the matter of immigration. In — 
discussing the War Service Homes Bill — 
yesterday, [ mentioned that returned 
soldiers had had their homes sold over 
their heads, and that they and their uni-~ 
forms and belongines had been thrown into — 
the street. In such circumstances, it 18 | 
imperative that Australia should proceed 
slowly in the matter of immigration. 
protest against the selection of Mr 
Barnes for the position of Immigration — 
Agent, since I believe that there are. 
thousands of Australians who could 
better fill the position. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL, ey 
Seconp Reapina. ee a 


Debate resumed from 16th Septet i 
(wide page 4708), on motion by M OnE 
Poynron— | 


That this Bill pe now alge a second amen 


Mr. WATKINS (Newcastle) [12 oO 

It is not my purpose to speak at age 
on this measure. While I commend the — 
action of the Government in introducing 
this Bill, increasing as it does from £700 
to £800 of the maximum advance for — 
War Service Homes, I desire to make 
observations regarding the settlement of — 
soldiers on the land. We have just heard 
from-the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
that it is proposed to bring out from the 
Old Country as many ex-service men and 
their families as can be attracted to “0 
shores. I do not object to that. 
not object to a scheme of immigration | 
that will attract to Australia the right s 
class of people, whether they are ex- 
service men or not; but to bring people 

here when our returned men, in some of 
the States at least, cannot secure 
land that was promised ee | would 
















nite 


t ATE: Fad ae 

va were e indeed to come 
‘the nae iaaded Ht this Pah 
we agreed that advances for that 


coastal eountry, and I do not hesitate 
_ that the officers who were re- 


main “in office for pen ae 


. I found that it consisted of 
y forest Sete 


‘The best timber 


weal a a Wiad i clear thes 
Even 


lan of the rubbish that was left. 
oe were cleared it would not graze one 
k to’ the block, much less a bullock 
en acres. That is ee sort of 


ay ae ikon: up one of these 


‘Ss was killed while removing one of 


vith | er aged, Pathan were living in a 


ark hut on the selection, having 
vised, no doubt by the Local Come. 
1, to hang on to it until some other 
ed soldier could ‘be persuaded to— 


over and pay for the improve- 
_Thissis what is pone done with 


»' rences., 


» Mr, Ropverrs.—That is not so. 
‘principal Act and this. eee ‘Bil 


ments. I could bite oie cast 
spect of which most peculiar 
have been given by the Den 


pets the Dapadmens, +6 BOY sea 0) 


£3 per acre a block immediately adj 


-ing a dairy farm for which £10 per acre 
was asked. 


His application, however, 
was turned down by the Department on 


‘the ground that the land, although sur- 


rounded with dairy farms, | was not 
suitable for dairy farming purposes. One 
wonders at the reason for such occur: 
Our returned men are not mia 
settled on the land. 

Mr. Larep Smrra—tThey: are “being 
settled on the land in every other State. 

Mr. WATKINS. si.) [heir settlement on 
the land is not being proceeded with ae 
New South Wales as it ought to be. 

Mr. Ropvezrs. — The honorable mem 
ber’s statements have no relation to. this 
Bill nor to the administration of the } ss 


: cipal Act. 


Mr. WATKINS.—My statements are 
relevant to the general question, since a 
returned soldier who takes up a block 
of land comes under this Act if he desires 
to build a home upon it. 


The 


have no relation to land settlement no 
to the erection of homes on broad acre 
The land settlement scheme is purely a 
arrangement made between the Common 
wealth and the States, Hoe which 
Commonwealth contributes a cotta 
amount of money for the uae ‘ 
whole administration of that sone. 


eluding the erection of homes on ‘bro 


WATKIN S. co, am Slane of 


have seen in New South Wales. 
ther case a returned soldier was 
to take up what was described as 
ation block, but according to the 
of ia Local ‘Committee the water 


“We are constants boast- 
are doing with resnect to 
f Saad soldiers: on ae 


Ta is left with the States.  < ~~ 
r. WATKINS ——I commend. the ( 


Mey for what they are doing unde 


the principal Act, and I urge that special — 
attention be given to the land settlemen 


_ scheme which they are ate out ii 


f nes 4 


secured | under the War Service a 
; scheme. — e 
eer > grants to enable them ge oeees 


The returned men would lik , to 








eA 
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bles of any kind they desired so long, of Mr, WATK IN S. a ie ne so 
course, as they did not seek to involve the am im agreement with those portions 
Department. to a greater extent than the of the Bill which are intended to widen 
amount advanced. I realize that our the scope of the original Act, T- notl 0 
“boys ’’ should be looked after'and pro- that benefits are to be advanced. to per- 
tected against exploitation; but hardship ' sons who represented the Young Men’ 
Is” being inflicted because the Department Christian Association abroad. I do not 
is stickine too closely to its plans for object to that; but IE want to know why 
home building, and has been refusing ap- this legislation should stop at the Young 
plications from those who desire to build Men’s Christian Association? Why are 
according to private plans, T have in not representat tives of similar services also 
mind one case in which a man did not to be included? Was not equally good 
want a house of the type and size pro. work done abroad by representatives Or 
posed by the Department, and had pro- the Salvation Army? To give special pre- 
vided ‘himself with a plan to meet his own ference to the members of one individual 
views. However, Woman the Department body will create discontent. While our 
was not prepared to accept the private fighting men may not have said anything | 
specifications hig appication was not ap- depreciative of the Young Men’s Christian © 
proved of. After all, these men have to Association, in’ the matter of its activities 
pay for and live in these homes :them- on behalf of soldiers on the fighting 
“selves, and they should have some say in fronts, I know that they have spoken im” 
the general scheme of building. far more appreciative terms of services | 
‘Mr. Ropcers.— What the “D@arihens rendered by memhers of the Salvation 
is aiming at is the construction of a cer- Army. This measure proposes te draw an 
‘tayn standard of home. It endeavours, invidious distinction. The Salvation 
wherever possible, to meet the wishes of Army representatives did their work in a 
individual soldiers, but it must take care ‘iflerent way from members of the Yours | 
to provide safeguards in the creation of Men's Christian Association. : 
these national assets in which the Com- Reference is made in the Bill to ie 
monwealth has invested its money. granting of a war zone badge, or a British 
Mr. WATKINS. —Generally, I a gree Mercantile Marine medal, to qualified 
#ith that; but there is no reason why a men in the Australian mercantile marine. 
sound individual, private plan should not. 1 suggest that the Minister make in 
be accepted, or why, because a soldier uiries regarding the British mercantile 
does not care to build on the lines vro- Medal, because E believe that the Tape 
posed by the Department, his application vathoriins issued badges. | 
for an advance should be disay pproved. Mr. Burcuertit.—No; a noe was 
Numbers of homes have been erected in issued by the Board of "Trade. | 
ois amet comnecs tut raed mente, WATKINS —This Bil ia im 
h d ' 8 = agiii ems ese | provement on the original legislation 
uses do not appeal to them. It was . put, in the matter of administration i 
mentioned to me some days ago by vYe- the various States, I think there shoul 
tumied seldiers that im the building of te more direct connexion both iA regar 
homes stafis of, say, twenty carpenters to land settlement and the hi a 0 
are employed, among whom are four fore- homes. 
men, 
, Mr, Ritey. But those four would be Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay)’ [ 12. 42). ey 
working alongside the others, and would agree that this Bill is an improvement — 
be getting only a matter of Is. or so more UP theiorginal ace. fee Soe bees . 
adem That is the usual prackics. seen of the construction of War Seryice 
Mr. WATKINS_1 >...) Elomes in the neighbourhood of MeJbourr 
ne am not>familiar J] can compliment the Minister concernec 
with the usual practice, but it appears to and his’ Commissioner, upon the very go 
me that four overseers among twenty 


work done and upon the reasonak 

men are more than is necessary. _ cost. ‘The honorable member for Yar 
Mr. Ropcers.—In utilizing returned (Mr. Tudor) pointed out that the Com 
soldier labour it must not be forgotten missioner imsured the cottages . erected 
that it is not, perhaps, of a highly-skilled by the Department. I do not object tO 
type, and that these artisans might Te- ‘that. In faet, it is a very good move- 9 — 


Ragrls a itor more Se caoeeentey ie ys een are? is similar: ‘to babe 1s ‘gener 
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Be firms: wiih. carry their own in- 


, attempted to make out, following 
interjection by myself, ‘that I was 
ainst the action of the Department in 
ecting these insurances. The .honor- 





alogy between what was done by the 
partment and the action of the Queens- 
id Government in creating. a State In- 
ance Department. I interjected that 
ze savings made by that Department 
"were not effected merely by the fact of its 
tion by the Government. ‘There were 
ler “Sia ay one of -the chief of which 


be do- 80 thtough in Skate Fae 
OF us, ‘a State monopoly was created. 
ex , the sugar-growers had had 
eir own. co-operative companies for 
» purpose of effecting 


As the risks were small, these companies 
nade bik profits, and at the end of the 
ear were able to divide a large surplus 
ong their shareholders.. But they cannot 


aie mi hormare. ine State makes it 
imperative on householders to insure 
gas domestic servants against accident, 

gander the Workers’ Compensation 
: ee a 18 no ee attached to this 


tion, a ae ie a ak Geavents 
or that one has ever suffered sufficiently 
to ‘justify. such a claim. I look upon this 
' compulsion as representing so much 
-money which is extracted from. the 
_ public for the purpose of building up 
a revenue for this State enterprise, 
thus making it very much easier to re- 
duce the rate of insurance on property 
on which there is risk. Again, the 
Queensland. Government compel every 





_ mill, hospital, or other institution en- 
-dowed by Government funds to insure 
throug the State Insurance Department. 


tremendous pull, 
the rates on certain classes of property. 


Mr, Ryaw —Do not forget that the 


urance. The honorable T dekwer ‘how- of fact, that the Rockhampton. “municl- 


‘pality, some time ago, was asked to pay 
te the State insurance scheme £100 ¢ 
‘year more than it was paying previously 


tS) member endeavoured to draw an in the case of large companies or corpora- 


tions, it was the practice of many insur- 


insurances - 


risk: 


lo that at the present time, because the 


- eertain 
Queensland. It would have been fairer 


-maunicipality, shire council, central sugar 


-on the transaction. 


This also gives the Government scheme a 


enabling it to reduce 
-» Commissioner or the Minister. 


i: G eensland Pad meets, the RAL whether ms 
‘Sd hie ve oe vee of Ts would allow. 





| "Heme | it ee a, 


Mr. CORSER. an lend as am 


iG ban 




















to a'private company. 1 understand that 





















































ance companies to make a considérable rex 
duction in their schedule rates by com- 
mission as agents, sub-agents, or directors, — 
so that their premiums were often lower 
than the flat rate which was chan a 
under the Government schome., — ‘ 
Mr. Ryan.—The honorable mmembeee 
must not forget at the same time that the 
amount of... compensation nayane Was 
increased by 15 per cent. 


Mr. CORSER.—That may be so. ag 
doubt, some persons may have benefited — 
by the Queensland Government scheme, . 
but in very many cases the insurance pre-_ 
mium was paid to cover practically ne 
It was unfair for the Leader om 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) yesterday 





-to quote a few isolated cases, as he did. 


Some. insurance companies are very 
eareful about certain risks, possibly Bye 
careful than a State Department would 
be, However, [ am making these re- 
marks now to justify my interjection of — 
yesterday. I am not opposed to the 
War Service Homes Commissioner carry- 
ing out his own insurance. As a matter. 
of fact, in the circumstances, [ think ib 
is quite the proper ‘tourse for him to. 
PO. Oi. a 
A great deal has been said by the tind Pe 
orable member for Cowper (Dr. Earle . 
Page) about the recent acquisition — an 
saw-mills and timber areas im 
















if the honorable member had put bis — 
cards on the table. He said, ‘‘ I make this ~ 
charge’?; but what charge did he make 
He went all round the subject’ without” 
making any distinct charge. He said 

that a letter was missing. That letter 2 
is not missing, nor 1s it a. communicatio 
which would have had the slightest effect 
Apparently, it is 
letter sent iby Mr. Brett, or some oth 
person, which did not reach’ either th 


Honorable members interjecting, : 


Mr, CORSER—If ‘honorable mem- 


“ATAD War Service 





me to continue, they would more easily 
appreciate the point I wish to make. I 
know nothing about this deal except what 
the Minister has stated, and what is con- 
tained in the papers laid on the table. 
do not know whether the transaction 18 a 
good or bad one.» The saw-mills in 
question are not in my electorate, and 
‘J have no more interest in the matter 
than has any other honorable member. 
However, | do regard it as the duty of 
this House to ‘see that justice is done. 
The War Service Homes Commissioner, 
who had been given authority to con- 
struet so many thousands of houses, had 
to consider how best he could go about 
building them. He found that inder the 
‘system of buying timber from) day to 
day or week to week prices were ¢on- 
stantly jumping up against him, In 
one instancé, where he made an arrange- 
ment with millers to receive a rebate of 
6 per cent., the price of the timber had 
‘been ral ised by 10 per cent. within a 
month As a matter of fact, the in- 
erease in the price of timber i largely 
due to the fact that royalty payable to 
the Queensland Government for timber 
standing in the scrub has been increased 
“to 20s, or more per 100 feet. 
~ Queensland Government are not. to 
blame, but they submit the blocks for 
competition, with a fixed minimum 
royalty of, say, 5s. per 100 feet, and if 
the people who are competing to secure 
the blocks are willing to run the upset 
price up to 20s. per 100 feet, of course 
‘they can do so. 

Mr. Bayiey.—What is the upset price 
at present ? 

Mr. CORSER.—I do not know. = It 
was not a case of looking at prospective 
orders. The War Service. Homes Com- 
missioner had instructions from this Par- 
hament to build these houses as well and 
as cheaply as possible, and no one who 

has had experience in business would say 
that it was not better to buy a large 
quantity of timber at a cheaper rate than 
would be secured by buying from. hand 
to mouth, especially when there was very 
frequently a rise in prices. The Commis- 
sioner, realizing that some finality must 
be reached, and in his attempt to carry 
out his instruction to build these homes 
as nearly as possible at a cost of £700 
cach, concluded that he could not do so 


‘[REPRUSENTATIVES, , 


charge for their output, and the rate 


The» 










Homes Bill. pee 


unless he. could insure an Lees supply. 
of timber at a certain price. None of 
the millers would make a contract with 
him. They would simply sell from — 
month to month. Periodically they meet — 
and. decide upon the price they will — 


goes up accordingly, the Commissioner, 
among others, being obliged to pay the 
looker prices. He acted. wisely, there- 
fore, in purchasing these saw-mills, 
always provided that he got them at cae 
fair price. The only method of ascer- — 
taining whether the price paid was fair 
is by seeing who reported upon the value 
of the timber as it stood in the bush, and — 
upon the machinery in the mills, cand 
who checked the reports thus received, 
and by finding out if they were 
competent to present a fair report. 
Inu the first place the Commissioner ap- 
proached the Queensland F orestry De 
partment, and secured the services of 
their best man, who valued ,the timber; 
and made certain recommendations, 
Then the Commissioner obtained a man 
or men to place a value. on ‘ae 
machinery in the mills and the plant. ee 
Afterwards consideration was given to 
the effect of having two mills ote ane 
alongside one another on adjacent blocks. 
It was evidently decided that more 
economical work could be done by two 
mills working large blocks of. Mat 
country side by side and using the one 
management than could be achieved # bac 
dstabhehine two widely separated mills 
with different controls. Furthermore, the 
timber would not need to be carted such a 
long distance as would be the case if there 
were two separately managed mills. Peis 
. Mr, Ryan.—Did Millars have the ue 
portunity of selling any of their 
properties? | ata 
Mr. CORSER.—I suppose so, but I dae 
not think they would be likely to sell. a 
do not think offers would be ‘obtained — 
from any millers except those cireum=_ 
stanced as Messrs. Lahey and Brett were. — 
These men went out into the scrub years” 4 
ago, and took up blocks of 10,000- acres — 
covered with splendid pine. They ee 
secured the timber rights on other blocks. 
and leases Of other blocks when th 
royalty was probably 4s. or 5s. per 10 
feet, and now that it has jumped to 20s. 
per 100 feet, ie they have : an unearn 
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ierement of an enormous amount which 
ey may be prepared to vend as long as 
1e purchaser is willing to give them a 
considerable portion of the enhanced 
value of their timber. | 

| Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 





er 
Mtr. CORSER.—We must distinguish 
. between saw-mill proprietors like Messrs. 
> Vahey and Brett and other lessees 
© of timber areas. These men, in the 
_ first instance, went out into the back- 
* blocks and ‘secured large areas of 
beautiful pine and other timber, more 
as a speculation than as an ordi- 
nary trading proposition; and, as the 
price of timber has been rising consider- 























the unearned increment. Apparently 
they were satisfied to sell out, instead of 
carrying on business permanently on their 
Own account. In my own electorate there 
are to be found some of the largest and 
Most up-to-date saw-mills in Australia, 
the proprietors of which are prepared to 
do legitimate business by supplying tim- 
ber requirements, not only within my 
own State, but in other States as well. 
_They are doing a very successful. busi- 
' ness, but they avoid any risk of selling 
at a lower price than that at which they 
could replace their stocks of standing 
timber by selling only from month to 
ene: as | 3 

Mr. Tupor.—I presume the honorable 
“member is speaking of saw-millers gene- 
rally? ck 

_ Mr. CORSER.—Yes. I am referring 
to the saw-mill owners in my own elector- 
fate. ‘They are not prepared to sell all 
that, they would not be in a position to 
supply orders which are flowing in from 
day to day. The difference between the 
two classes of timber millers is clearly 
illustrated. The one class is satisfied to 
' take advantage. of the rise in. timber 
| prices already ascertained; the other 
_ prefers to carry on business on a, per- 
manent basis. The rise in timber values 






ait at 15s. per 100 feet standing. <A lot of 
_ the same class of timber in the bulk in 





ably, they have been in a position to com- 
mand a substantial sum in the nature of : 


their stocks at once, because, if they did. 


-hold in regard to which they have not paid 


value Mr. Lahey’s machinery and mill. 
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this prospect, and to be satisfied with the — 
difference between what they gave for | 
it and 15s., a very good profit. The 
question is how far were the Gow ~ 
vernment justified in passing over other — 
saw-millers and buying these mills, The . 
War Service Homes Commissioner, >” 
charged as he is with the responsibility) — 
of building about 8,000 houses, realized — 
no doubt ‘that he would not be justi- ~ 
fied, if it could be avoided, in building: — 
the first lot of soldiers’ homes at £700) — 
each if other houses built’ subsequently. 
were going to cost. much more. I, was — 
his duty to minimize, as far as possible, - 
the cost over the whole transaction. This 
could not be done by obtaining supplies 
in a hand-to-mouth fashion, because the 
mills would not sell for forward delivery. 
Their last offer was a 5. per cent. reduc-. > 
tion on the usual selling price, but they 
declined to name any quantity, and 
within one month, after giving a rebate 
of 5 per cent., they increased the price 
by 10 per cent. . This movement may con- 
stantly go on. No one can say that 
the royalty on timber will not be up to: 
30s. per 100 feet standing within the next - 
two or three years. ee 
Mr. Bayiry.—Surely not under the, 
present Queensland Government. Re 
Mr. CORSER.—They put up the tim-— 
ber for sale at a fixed price; but if, as” 
the result of competition, an advance was 
offered, they could hardly be blamed for 
taking it; although in dealing with War 
Service Homes the Queensland Govern- 
ment might have been prepared to dis- 
pense with the royalty on timber ~ 
altogether. This would have meant some 
practical help to returned soldiers. How-. 
ever, under any circumstances, 15s. per _ 
100 feet is less than current rates, and  ~ 
there is a reserve of 10,000 acres of free 


one penny. It is all in. reserve. IT.) 
listened attentively to the honorable 
member for Cowper (Dr. Earle Page). | 
I do not know whether he desired | 
to convey the impression that no ~ 
proper investigation had been made in 
regard to the purchase, but I hope not. _ 
He omitted to mention that the first step 
taken was to get the best expert advice 
obtainable in the reafforestation de © 
partment in Queensland to value the — 
machinery. The honorable member said — 
that the Government got Mr, Brett to 







- ae x 









a i ie am i Gdred, te Goa 
: a complete valuation outside; but. 
ow, a 1 Mr. Brett’s property had been pur- 
sed, the Government. then asked him 
if he would give his. opinion. concerning 
the timber. values on Mr, Lahey’s lease. 
Ik is important to remember that Mr. 

 Brett’s. property had then. been purchased. 

“Me. Brett’s opinion verified to the fullest, 
eS extent the expert opinion that hed been 
paid: for. | 


Mr. Riney.—You ss he was casually 
: asked: ta give an. opinion: 


Mr, “CORSER. —Let me say that the 
sale of his own property was practically 
Made, so far as I understand, before 
this request was made for an opinion. 
(In any case, I understand it did not, 
In the slightest. degree, influence the 
ae ymmissioner in accepting the offer. —It 
«was felt that a good man had been 
secured to report on the value of the 
i machinery, and also on the value of the 
timber. The land was taken as value- 
less, though I know it is of considerable 
value. The next question is whether 
. ére is a sale for the timber: and there 
| ain is, for the purpore of construct= 


The the houses that the Commissioner is 
authorized to provide. TI fail to see how, 
‘under the circumstances, any blame is 

attached to the Commissioner, whom it 
swould have been folly to compel to ask 
authority for each £50,000 he’ proposed 












































(to spend. Further, the present arrange. 


_ ments will enable the Commissioner to “pe 
able to fix the price he will have to charge: 
the soldiers for their homes, which he 

: would not have been able to do under 

“any other circumstances: No direct 
eWaree has been made against this deal, 

and if there is one that can be made, I: 

she uld like te know what it) is: If the: 

deal is a good one, let us approve of it. 

T have never been it favour of State- 
owned industries, and I should not be in 

( favour of this were it not for the excep- 
‘tional circumstances, We know that. in 

Queensland the State saw-mills were not 

_ @ success, but they had to compete with 
privately- -owned up-to-date mills in: the. 

Je of their timber. In this.they were 

% successful because. the Government 


were not 80 on acai as sore pri- 

























pete Hie: present ee for the 


zie. Company, are’ greed house aaa 


business was such. a bad one as: we 


yr penne will (ieees all that can be. 


reason to oongratulate, 7 





Mr. ‘Rinny.—Are these x m il 
nals bought up-to-date? — if 
Mr. CORSER.—They are up-t 
for the purpose for which they a 
quired, and there is the advantag 
all the pine, hardwood, and other 
ties. of timber will be supplied from t 
same source. I have already mention 
the saw-mills in Maryborough, but 
side that city, there are. many other lan 
saw-mills at Gympie, Bundaberg, ant 
right through my electorate. Timb 
and made-up goods, such as doors and 
sashes, are sent all over Queensland. a1 
to New South Wales, and some to e 
outside Australia. : | 
Mr. Ryan.—Have: the propriate 
those’ mills, been willing ta sell to 
Government? 
Mr. CORSER.—L | should - oe not 
under the circumstances; at any rate 
ft were owner of such’ well‘establishe 
progressive mills,. I. should, turn dow: 
such an idea every. time. These mills a 
good for many years to come, and, ¢om: 
sequently, those interested. in them. ar 
perfectly satisfied to carry on their. 
sent operations, for which they have thel 
steamers and everything ee is” me 
sary: i 
Mer. Ryan. Were they piven an Op: 
portunity to say whether oe were. will 
ing to sell? ie 
Mr. CORSER.—I cannot say, thet 
Minister will be able to inform the. b 
orable) member, | 7 . 
Mr. Ryan.—-l know Alia not tong | 
pape were: bishabs to sell. 





















































the Eo SLE: is not so Dea. as 2 
been aie ehianicontete may say igie se 


Frazer’s Island; together with a ne 
the purpose of loading. » If the: timb 


bale ieinel ah ‘a _knowledg 
tending their. operations in this 
Altogether there is evidently a. 
future forthe timber industry. 
Prime Minister, this morning, ° 
of the active immigration policy . 
templated. by the Government; and 
means that timber in large quanti 
will be required in order to build ho 
for ‘new settlers, workers, ‘and so 
Instead of r regarding this purchasi b: 
Government as a mistake; we have rc 













































ie if the valuations are cor- 


yaluation of the timber, checked by the 
ecountancy expert, is one that ought to 
be ‘satisfactory to this House. ‘The only 
‘question is whether 15s. was a fair price 
to pay, without taking into considera- 
tion ‘the value of the land. I have yet 
| %o be ‘told that the other expert reports 
were not satisfactory. 

+ Mr. Ryan.—It has been suggested that 
there is a suppressed document, which 
‘warned the Government against accept- 
mg a certain valuation that was, how- 


ee Wide Bay (Mr. Corser) may deny 
at. 


“CORSER. Sh far as [ under- 
ana, what the honorable member for 
Vest Sydney (Mr. Ryan) says is not cor- 
rect; there was no such letter sent to 
the Commissioner or the Minister. ‘There 
may have been some correspondence with 
‘a man who was endeavouring | to convince 


for it to do the work through him.. 
. RYAN. — But where are the docu- 


Mr. CORSER.—1I have been imformed 
“by ‘the Honorary Minister (Mr. Rodgers) 
‘hat thé correspondence has not been 
*through his hands, nor those of the Min- 
aster for Repatriation. I regret that the 
‘Queensland ‘Government have not been 
more sympathetic towards our returned 
‘soldiers. The honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), who has been 
Premier of Queensland, will agree with 
‘me that there is no State in the ‘Common 


‘azricultural land unalienated within easy 
“access of seaports, or with better railway 
facilities, than Queensland., 
~jand in Australia that can be acquired at 
_ a,cheaper price; but when it comes to the 
_ qmestion of tenure the Queensland ‘Go- 
» wernment are opposed to freehold and 
' offer perpetual leasehold. 

Po Mae Ryay.—For what reason? 

»  .Mr. CORSER:—Perhaps the reasons 
are better known to the honorable mem- 
ber than they are to me. Returned ‘sol- 
-diers desire to acquire land on a_ free- 
hold basis, and if it were made avail- 
able in that way, tens of thousands of 
oldiers’ would have been prepared to 


Tt is generally admitted that the country, but build up the population. 


Ropeurs. opie honorable member 


the Department that it would be better. 


wealth that has such good dairying and 


There is no. 


-to help them if they were sure of the De * 










nil there, ie not Ae aos a 2 


There is another matter which ] would i‘ i 
hike the Minister to take into considera- 
tion. Many of our returned soldiers, dei | 
sirous of starting in ‘business, have. eee”) 
perienced. considerable difficulty in open: 
ing accounts with wholesale firms. Under ~ 
the present system it is impossible, with- — 
out considerable delay and risk, for the 
wholesale merchants to ascertain whether 
the applieants for eredit have any liabilic 
ties, because their encumbrances with the 
Detanienent are not published in the © 
ordinary way, and, although in many 
instances the merchants iare desirous of 
helping the soldiers as much as possible, us 
they are not prepared, to do so because of — 
the risk involved. It may be said that 
by paying a fee of 1s. or so a necessary 
search could be made, but the merchants 
have not the time to inquire. in other 
States to ascertain to what extent an ap- 
plicant may be involved from time to 
time. Quite recently the following case 
was reported in White’s Mercanbile 
Gazette, which is circulated amongst the 
commercial commurnity— 

A certain returned soldier got a loan over 
certain chattel assets; he left the ‘Colony, and — 
the Department took possession under its bill — 
of sale and sold him up. The whole proceeds — 
of the auction sale did not nearly cover the’ — 
advance. The man was made insolvent by the 
trade creditors, and some outside assets rea- — 
lized. ‘The Department now claims the whole. 
proceeds of these, and leaves the creditors ab- — 
solutely nothing. It should be remembered — 
that trade eazettes ean. be prosecuted sat 
eriminally if they publish the security Fe im 
in such cases. ye, 
The Department claimed the whole pros) 
ceeds, which left the other creditors abso- ~ 
lutely nothing. The procedure was tested, i. 
in the Courts, and held to be legal. He 

Mr. Rraw.—I suppose they were ee 4 
tecting the soldiers. a 

Mr. CORSER.—It is the uidian ic am ue 
pleading for. There are many returned: 
soldiers who may not have any liabilities, — 
yet their requests for assistance are con= 
stantly being rejected. In many cases © 
business men would. be only too willing 














tion. . 
Mr. Ryan.—Who sold up the soldier 
the ease mentioned ? | 

Mr. CORSER.—The epee De- 


partment. It realized on its bill of sale; 


plied ie man mae soods. had not been 


the Department. took Sorseaiee of : ; 


sale, ae oeher creditors had a hand 
ar assets over to the Department. It 


sacar terms end prices. 
pepe eee the 


et ce, when Be have not done any- 
hing of the kind. : 
oie. Ropezrs.—On the other hand, 


here | are a number who would not like 


heir business affairs to be published in 
, ordinary way. 


Mr. CORSER.—It is no disgrace, be- 


ause many men who are successful in 
business to-day have had to obtain credit 
to enable them to sfart. I believe that if 
he returned soldiers’ financial arrange- 
nents. were recorded in the ordinary 
trade journals they would not object. 
Mr. Ropcrrs. 
rned soldiers were in favour of such 
a proposal. the Department would accede 
0 their wishes. 
Mr. CORSER—No one has pale more 


issist in the repatriation of our men ' | 
and the involving ‘of the pu 


han the Honorary Minister. I am sure 


e will admit that there is a very small 
percentage of the men who have any 
and some may be. 


knowledge of business, 
lignant at such a proposal, merely be- 
cause. ey do not understand the circum- 
stances. I should like to take this op- 
ortnnity ae protesting against the col- 
lection of the entertainments tax on the 
pre coads of band concerts. The bands in 
ueensland — include a large number of 
returned soldiers, and they give enter- 
ments for thé benefit of soldiers, 


hes, and charities. | They make no 


for their services; some of them 


y even. rate Liabilities for the pur- 


ion | | 
| Cok. on hein ae oe Ne 


-If a majority of the — 


Oceasionally an. future of testi: 


ae EVE tees, to pay. Les 


less: than four bands. Haye comm he wunieat 


seems a oes, se the Ae 


these organizations, which are educati 


and which do SO" at ia een a, | 


Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) ie 


made ee the honorable -memb 
Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) last evening 
and I recognise the seriousness 
statement he made concerning the 
purchase ee a Commonwealth 


Although I am a Peay eleven in 
enterprise, igae a consider to. ye 


prise, yet. every. care Siould be ex 


in connexion with any transaction a 


conversion - of a. ee concern 


liability. for a purchase that 
mérit.. It is rather. amusing to 
the honorable member for Wade 


Corser) should be to-day the 


of the action hoe, the Governme 
ing over these timber enterpris 
wonder what his attitude would be 


“same Met were SOM to. te 


any 


ought to be tae ae chee peo | 
paying about one-sixth of the - price 
by the people i in ‘Great Britain. or 


Mr. MAKIN. ine hope the Hous 
be afforded. an OURO LY n 
ry this 


chase | 





: me, and what it contains. 

e to have a further opportunity at 
r date to express my views upon 
ul, ind that hangse House may be able 


| ae ea a Res with the re- 
marks made yesterday by the Leader of 


pposition (Mr, Tudor) in regard to — 


infortunate soldiers who have suf- 

akled amputations and are victims 
- He disclosed a 

dalous ey affairs. When I re- 

oo communication trom the Asso- 


we spree to take wah a en in- 


The 


ie is a ee 


old Ts in connexion with the payments 
or Every opportunity should be 
Patio ta. not only soldiers, but all 
to become possessed. of a house 

hey can call their own. ‘Having 

| d to the immigration policy enun- 
{ ia: ed by the Prime Minister this ‘morn: 


ng ‘more. rapid pares should be made 


can Se, 
the country, the housing problem which 


f more Pearl on is brought to 


Sian the district, I have the honour \ 


) esent, some people are living in 
~ houses that. should not be tolerated in a 
cor like Australia, and many of the 
are men who saw active service 


me Gea for the enone member’s 
suggestion, the evil to which he refers is 
the e only one which has to be taken 
“consideration i in connexion with the 
problem. The economic condi- 


Ot T think also chat, ereater 


: i erected. The 
on sic eration should be given to maimed 


-vernment must answer. 


| Sia i an gross” cenctivts: “of , 
landlords. | | : 


‘ sea address by ‘the honorable — 


his own State would ae nae 


give Sod ine to my, follows t 
I trust that I shall have establish 


liament has ned “In the erecti yn ¢ 
War Service Homes, sufficient progress i 
not being made. Although the Depar 
ment has been established ‘For a period of 
eighteen months, only 239 homes have 


been completed throughout the | i 
and breadth of Australia. 


Mr. Roperrs.—Read on. 


Mr. MAKIN.—In addition, tens: are 
856 homes in course of construction: But 


- that is a mere nothing compared with. the 


number of homes that require to be 
Government should — sé 
about this matter in a business-like ma: 
ner. They should bend the whole of theiz 
energies to expediting the erection 0. 
these homes, so that we may abolish the 
slum life that has made its appearance i 
our midst, and thus raise the social 
standard of our people. It is incumbent 
upon us to see that those who fough 
overseas are decently housed. The hon: 
orable member for Cowper (Dr. Earl 
Page) has made out a case which the Go. 
Only last. eve 
ing, reference was made to a number 0: 
youths who saw active service abroa 
and who, because they were under agi 
when they enlisted, are being deprived 6: 
the advantages. that will be “conferred Dy 
our War Service Homes legislation. 
have submitted a similar case to the De 
partment. It is that of a young lad w 
enlisted when he was only sixteen year 
age, and who is to-day being deprives 


sions relating to the repatriation of 
soldiers. _ I hope that in this fe ™ 


justice ig one 


Mr. BURCHELL Civemantloy: 0} 
I congratulate the Minister upon h 


marae in- this” De Paes for 
fe are atid, our algiaes | “ : 





which I desire to. direct. attention. 





oe el a War Service , 


: Sibert. “of the: dh uested: Thesphaile: aye 
Honorable members who know. 
anything of the genesis of, the measure 


‘ marine. 


know that during the last session of Par- 
~ liament the inclusion of members of the 
mercantile marine was fought: for: very 


eer Now that they have been. 


jncluded, I 


desire to convey to the, Min- 


ister our sincere appreciation: of the~ 


action of the Government. I do. not. in- 
tend. to speak at. length upon this. Bill, 
but there are one or two phases of it to 
n 
the first place, I find that the War Ser- 
‘wice Homes Commissioner is interposing 
a. bar against vocational trainees partici- 
_pating in the benefits ‘which. have been 
conferred by the principal Act. To. dis- 
 criminate to the detriment of these men 
simply because, for the time being, they 
are not in as wood a. financial position as 
‘are other applicants for War. Service 
: Homes i is entirely unjust. 
Mr, Ryan.—What reason does he give 
for his action? 


Mr. BURCHELL.—The only reason 





is. ‘that, in his. opinion, these men! are not: 


an a position to bear the burden of pay- 
‘ing the instalments that would be re- 
 qaired of them under the Act, because 
_ they are only in receipt of a: sustenance 
allowance from another section of the Re- 
_ patriation Department. instead of being in 
receipt of full.wages. There should-not 
exist any bar against vocational trainees, 
As these men are being trained for a 
trade in which. they will ultimately be 
able to earn full wages, the Commissioner 
ought not to penalize them at the present 
stage. I sincerely hope that the: Min- 


ister will be able to devise some means 


‘for the removal of this disability. The 
representatives of the Young  Men’s 
Christian Association are included with- 
‘in the provisions of the principal Act., 
Mr. Greecory.—Why? 

Mr. BURCHELL—From. a. business 
avis £ do not know that anybody 
‘can object’ to that. But it 1s unjust to 
_ deprive men who have'served in the actual 
fighting areas, and who have risked their 
lives in a way that the other associates 
of the Army have not, of the benefits of 
| this legislation. 

/ Mr. Roperrs.—What men who. served 
Fw denuor zone, have been excluded 
from participating in this legislation? 


. that he has not a-Peasonable. prospect 


see fis Couikcmoier 3 estimate She 
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Mr. BURCHELL—1 have a! 
said that the vocational trainees a 
ing penalized’ by, the War DeryARS 
Commissioner: 

Mr: Rovanrs.—I' have taken: a note 
the honorable. member’s: objection, 
will see what can’be done in: the ma 
But this is a business: branch of the 
patriation Department, andthe War: Ser. 
vice Homes Commissioner is) charges : 
with the duty of seeing that all applicant 
for War Service Homes have a réaso 
able prospect’ of paying the. ite 
required under the scheme. i 


“Mr. BURCHELL.—That is a sound; 
common-sense proposition. But when 
we are training a man to earn a ful 
tradesman’s wage within three, six, 
tine months from date, it cannot be urged? 





being able to keep up his, payments, At 
the present time, the War Service Homes: 
Commissioner is declining the applica- 
tions. of vocational trainees. However. 
as the Minister: has promised to look: into 
the’ matter, I will'say no more about’ it: 
Mr. Bayizy.—Has not the honora 
member for Indi an’ amendment. dealin 
with that matter? Cae 
Mr, BURCHELL.—I have not seen it, 
Mr. Roperrs-—The honorable member 
does not wish to convey the impression 
that men who served in. the danger zone 
are being excltiided from participation i 
the benefits conferred: by this alan e- 
Mr, BURCHELL No. es 
Mr. Rovexrs, —Take chaplains, for. oy 
stance. Pic 


si teeth to tite Ne ein in oe B 
I know something of the work which 
chaplains as members of the Austyal Be 
Imperial Force performed. | They were 
duly attested, but Young Men 

Christian Association officials were not 
attested until towards the — 
the campaign, when some pe their nue an i 









meboatbe in Bneliadl é by 
Another phase of en Cage to his 


akg of ee a ree is exe 
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ild him a house for, say, £750, and that overseas, and, indeed, every form of war 
cost, owing to extras and other cireum- worker im Australia is covered by ‘the — 
“stanees over which neither the Commis- term. The Bill does mot even provide 
sioner nor the soldier has control, is.ex- that only war workers who went overseas 
 eeeded by £30, £40, or £50, the practice shall come within its scope, and thus all — 
of the Department at present is not to auxiliary services, both here and abroad, — 
allow the man to take possession until the will, in my opinion, be included. Tf in 
additional amount has been paid in cash. the administration of ‘the principal Ach 
_ I would urge the Minister to regard this EE pe Benak © pease ce un 
ag a principe, o Lhe) Depart ere em Po: re Bm 
| Peake thay sane ee tage security ee the attested mem ber. of the Australian im- a 
money so expended, and the man should perial Foree, untold trouble will be laid 
not be penalized. Instead of being called pbs the Government. ; a 
upon to pay this additional cost in cash Mr. GrEcory.—There were munition : 
before being allowed to enter into occupa- ee actually engaged in making shells 
~ tion, he should be given possession on “HFC. © ee ea 
icine of tho fuking and allowed to. Mr. BURCHELL, Vou 4 doug 
pay the additional cost by instalments Preference shall be given to attested mem- if 
"spread over a number of years. The Min- Pers of the Australian Imperial Force, — 
_ ister -may say that a returned soldier who | and, within that category, to married 
Shas a war gratuity or deferred payshould sa I have no objection to these other — 
be able to comply with the present re- enti coming, within the scope’ of (the 
_. quirement. Taking it by and large, how- ish As one of the Vice-presidents | 
yer, most of the men, when they returned ‘°F Australia of the Returned Sailors — 
fo Australia. had to refurnish their homes, and Saldiers Imperial League, I can 
and those who-have had to do that in say that the League, as an organization, 
recent times will know full well what it a8 no objection to their eomimg in, but 
involves. T have had a bitter experience it asks that if they are brought within 
during the past few months of the cost of the scope of the Act preference in admin- 
- refurnishing, and I am convinced that re- istration shall be given to the genuine — 
‘ >” turned soldiers could not reasonably be attested members of the Austrahan Im- 
expected to have in hand the cash, neces- perial Force. 
_ sary to meet these additional costs. That Mr, Gipson.—What treatment would 
_ * being so, we ought not to shut the door the honorable member extend to a man 
in their faces. We might very well follow who, being unable to enlist here, went 
the practice adopted in connexion with to the Old Country and enlisted there? 
the Western Australian workers’ home, That man ought to come within the se 





rips 


sg se epee 
seheme, which was established some eight of the principal Act, ah 
years ago, and allow the returned soldier Mr. Roperrs.—He does come within it, 


to take possession of his home as scon as Mr. BURCHELL—<That is. so. oy 
- ibis completed, and to pay by instalments Mr, Warxins.—Why should Young | 
|... spread over a period the amount by which Men’s Christian Association officals be 
_ the estimated cost has been exceeded. singled out for preference over other war i 
_~ Mr. Ropeers.—What does the honor- workers? ee 
: able member suggest should be done where Mr. BURCHELL.—I heard the hon- — 
the maximum amount has been ad- orable member’s reference to that matter — 
vanced. ? -this morning. I have come to the con- 
f. ‘ * e,e . ; % 
Mr. BURCHELL.—If the  Depart- clusion that the definition of ‘war 
mental estimate Was been legitimately ex- worker ’’ covers all who took any part in — 
ceeded, then the fault does not rest with the auxiliary services of the Army, and 


= 


y the returned soldier, and his case should that whether Young Men’s Christian As- 
be dealt with as I have suggested. sociation officials are or are not specifi- _ 
_. The only other matter to which I de- cally brought within the terms of this” 
sire to refer is the position of war workers ™easure they will be covered by that 
’ under this Bill. The term “war definition.» | mn es 
worker” is allembracing. We shall find Mr. Warxivs.—If this is so, why are 


that those employed in connexion with they specially mentioned’in the Bil?) 
the War Chest. Fund, as well as Salvation Mr. BURCHELL.—T hold no brief for - 
_ Army officers who accompanied the Forces the draftimg of the Bill, Rens 






\ 


the Sao Me Chas eae 
have- been selected for ‘specific — 


the Bill? 


eeu ion eur 


BURCHELL.—1 do Nor iow how. 


y one could so construe the definition 
of ‘‘ war workers,’’ as to exclude from it 
Salvation Army and Young Men’s Chris- 


tian. Association officials, as shoe as all 


other auxiliary services. 

Mr, Grecory.—Red Cross 

might come within the definition. 
Mr. BURCHELL.—Exactly. I have 

no desire to detain the House. J am 

glad that the Minister is going to con- 

sider the views I have put before him 
‘regard to vocational trainees, the giving 


workers 
# 


of preference over all others to genuine 


attested members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force, and the payment of any 
amount in excess of the estimated cost 


of a. War Service Home by instalments : 


spread over a number of years. These 
or'neiples of preference might well be 
embodied in the Bill. It pat certainly 
_to be made perfectly clear that first pre- 
ference shall be given to attested mem- 


bers of the Australian Imperial Force. 


‘Mr. BELL (Darwin) [3.15].—1I fally 
appreciate the necessity for the intro- 
_ duction of this Bill in view of the ex- 
re which the Minister for Re- 
_ patriation (Senator E. D. Millen) must 
have gained of dificulties arising from 
ae operation of the principal Act. I ap- 
prove of most of the amendments of the 


original measure embodied in this Bill. 


- Much has been said by speakers who 
have preceded me concerning proposals 
made te extend the scope of the original 


ig ‘measure ‘so as to include war wor eerd. and | 
members of the Young Men’s Christian 


Association amongst those entitled to the 
_ benefits of the Act. I wish to say at 


that I object to the scope of the Act 


: z extended in that way, and. I am 


oon is very similar te that al- 


_ d, given by previous speakers. I be- 
Tie will cause a great beavis discon- 


il He as” 

especially mentioned. Ce 
Mr. Maxin.-How outa ‘the 

have ‘aul on withent munitions? 


Christian. Association, or any ole Pe 


ue 


: ses quite obvious up to the presel 
“we cannot provide the number of 
diay are ce for the soldiers, ih 


Sonar Homes Act. ‘The soldige a 
our first consideration, and in. the 
stances “I object to. ‘specialize pa 
war workers in the way proposed 


Bill, and so I feel. Ae tages pbligeaa? ! 


pose that proposal. - | 

Mr, Ropers bat, i the! hone 
member says definitely that he will 
against that provision of the Bill, wi 
he not make the reservation that he 
wait to hear the Ministerial statement 
to the periods anh rd ehgluded, 


Me BELL. cy aoe no oth 
than that of courtesy to ae 
Minister (Mr. ae 
aes to do that. 


lea other. “persons HENS 
workers, may claim an equal 
consideration. Vie oe 
A good deal has hea ee about t ; 
By clings of sawmills. a ee, r oP 


mention, in passing, naan T t tae q 


‘different view of it from ‘tha expre i 
‘ n. by certain honorable member, ie 

















: Otrerarony Ae ae honorable memb 

to say now that we sale not ere, ‘him th 7c 

(OL. 
ie 





; r- £500, 000. - a 
ho- foe aaah an cies last Mr. BamForp. —He me -purch 
nae As. to the merits of the deal, shiploads of timber without any es 
say nothing, because I know ‘no- from members of this House. 
out ak think that statement 
5 to. the average member of the 
at not to practically every mem- 
It i been claimed that. the 
Homes Commissioner. 































































sore, Penne ihe matter having first 
oe before Parliament. for its 









of such a deal. On riday morning last, 
the honorable member for Prankiin in 
| War Service Homes Coueudenee referring to this matter, said that tae a 
d the ‘Minister for Repatriation that | knew of no case where a large company 
wer when it passed the original War had been successful in the saw-milling | 
Ce Homes Bill. If we cannot de- business, and that only men in business, 
| on the War Service Homes ou jn a small way have been successful i in 
carrying on that industry. My experi- i i 
ence has been exactly the reverse. i 
have known companies carrying. on the . 
saw-milling business in a large way to 
be very successful, and I have known of 
a great many failures amongst small. 
companies and men carrying on the busi- 
ness in a small way. Many men have failed 
very quickly for the simple reason that 
“ink 3 they have not commanded sufficient capi 
“The chief ‘objection which has been tal to hold timber long enough, or to keep 
a ed to the puchase is that the timber, stocks necessary to enable the timber to 
: long run, will not be as cheap, and be properly seasoned. My experience 
uently the cost of the homes to has been that in the timber industry men 
oldiers will be greater than it strong financially have a better chance 
would be if timber were purchased from of success than can be expected by tw 
Pp ivate companies as. required. Time, or three individuals who. have little 0 
: can tell whether this deal is a good no capital at their backs. I mention this 
bad one. On the subject of parlia-' difference of opinion between the honor. 
men ary control of expenditure and the able member for Franklin and myself ir 
fention that such proposals should re- support of my contention that Parli 
ve the sanction of Parliament before ment is, perhaps, the last body th 
ve are committed to expenditure to give should be appealed to to decide ‘such 
ffect to them, I take the view that this question. Though the State we come 
Parliament has the right to decide, first from is not a very large one, and prob 
f all, whether homes shall be built for ably similar conditions apply from 
eturned soldiers, and then whether the end of it to the other, yet 7 
-earrying out of the work shall be left to differ so widely on this subject that 
ig Commissioner, or body of Commis- we might debate it for a ven 
ioners, or to the Minister for Repatria- » Another matter which has been allnded 
_ tion and his Department. We certainly _ to, and upon which I feel very strongly, 
: did give the War Service Homes Com- hhas to do. wich the position of limbless. ; 
; ner under the original Act the and blinded soldiers. The ho orab 
r to spend millions of money in. member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) 12 
ing war service Ht and a Re asin Cad ue a circular issued 





go D a, had Picduoss to purchase timber — 
for War Service Homes 1 in the yes pe has 


9.) 






















on on n such a Pieae It is about the 
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a 


lost, perhaps, 


their eireular. 





War Service 


the association of these aa yetiniod 


men, in New South Wales, and’ I also 
have ‘received a copy. I have every 
sympathy with those of our soldiers who 
two limbs and, in some 
eases, three, and I sincerely hope that the 


“Minister for Repatriation (Senator FE. 


D. Millen) will consider whether it 1s not 
possible to assist them, to some perma- 
nent extent, along the lines suggested in 
I have always taken the 
view that’those men who were incapa- 
citated during the war are entitled to be 
kept in comfort for the remainder of 
their days; and, although it may not be 


‘possible to go so far as is proposed 1 in the 


circular—for example, to give tor those 
who have lost the sight of one eye, up to 
one-third or one-fourth the value of their 


- house—still, something very much more 


despite their defect, 
able, in most cases, to do ee) as well 


of 
pensions. 


favorable than so far conceded should be 


given them. In the case of those who 


have lost an eye there are pensions to 


assist, them in earning their living; for, 
they should be 


as whole men. But, as for men who have 
lost their arms, or their legs, it cannot be 


expected that they will be able to do 


much for themselves; they cannot hope 
to secure much comfort for the future, 
even though they should be able, by their 
own activities, to add something to their 
The Government should econ- 
sider whether they eannot do something 
mere for those mainted and limbless sol- 
diers in the way of providing them with 
homes for life—although not necessarily 
by giving them homes straight out in 
which they could traffic. 


“Mr. Roperrs.—!I assured the Leader. 


of the Opposition that the specific cases 
to which, he referred would be very care- 
fully considered, and I am able to say that 
I think it possible that a way out will be 
found. 


Mr. BELL—~It has: been said, from 
time to time, that Australia has done more 
for her soldiers than any, other country. 
That may be right; probably it is. But 


‘in the treatment of our crippled men we 


should not be satisfied to make com- 
parison with the treatment nae in 
other countries; but should take, as our 
standard of comparison, what xe would 


De oe to do for themselves if ‘fully 





_[REPIERSENTATIVES ] 


oo 


pliant is eligible under the tests set out’ 


‘touch npon has to do with those members. 


































Sauteed: ane as are. me 
walking our streets to-day who did not B 
to the war. 

One other stibject wince qT dente 40 


ape 
I 








of the Australian Imperial Foree who en- 
listed and served while under age, and in 
respect of whom it has been stated that 
the benefits of our post-war legislation 
are not applicable im the same way as in 
regard to older men who served. Some 
honorable members have actually said 
that those youths have been refused the 
war gratuity. Y was astonished to hear 
that, and still more surprised that the 
Minister should not have refuted such 
statements immediately. 


Mr. Ropezrs.—There is nthe an 
either the original Act or this Bill to 
disentitle those youths, 


Mr. BELL.—Then,-if there has hea 
amy revision of our laws by devartmental. 
officials, so that our fighting youths have 
been in any way preclude from securing _ 
the full benefits of the repatriation lesis-— 
lation, I am sure this House will not’ 
countenance such a state of affairs. J, 
with other honorable members, would 
certainly revolt against anything of the 
kind. To say that young fellows who 
enlisted and went away under the age of 

eighteen,. and’ did men’s work at the 
Front, shoald suffer disabilities corm-— 
pared with their older comrades is uiterly 
absurd, ; 

Mr. Tupor.—There have been specific, : 

cases of the kind. ; 


Mr, Ropcers.—I can only omphesien, 
that there is nothing i in either the original | 
Statute or in this amending..Bill to dis- 
entitle any member of thie Australian 
Imperial Force from securing the’ full 
benefits of eur legislation. Each case, ‘Oks 
course, must be investigated on its merits, 
and it must be made clear that the ap-— 





in the Act. It is impossible for me to 
answer all the points raised by honorable 
members as they crop up, but I will 
undertake to do so before the House gues 
into Committee. 

Mr.. BELU.—T "am pleased with. the 
assurance, but I spoke as I did for the 
reason that the Minister did not proceed 
forthwith to deny the assertions. I agree 
that there is nothing in our legislation, 
either past or os ea which sible - 
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Neetice for 

E. D. Millen) and the Commis- 

r have done excellent work. That 
been demonstrated in the houses 
hich have been built in the suburbs of 
bourne and elsewhere. On the whole, 
ry good type of house has been 


die type suited to the particular 


y, and, no, doubt, to the require- 
ts of the individual occupants. But 
ve to complain that similar progress 


ot been made in country towns. and 


certain parts of other States. From 
ay own electorate, applications had been 
ek ded, before my return to Australia 


When General Birdwood was 


fc he laid the foundation stone 


one. Many hes those applicants : 


ave been waiting have been so dis- 


sewhere, to. private sources, in eden to 
cure homes for themselves. Absolutely 
LO pr gress has been made in the smaller 

in my electorate, although appli- 

have been in for a very long time. 
In reply to an inquiry which I sent to 
the secretary of the Returned Soldiers 


ue at Wynyard, as to whether any 


s had been made, I received a 


tating that absolutely nothing had 
done. 


as a, farce or a tragedy, according 


t. The shai Risbrigtal should be 
abe ‘some of the benefits arising ont of 
e building of these homes, and the sol-— 


ler who lives there should at least have 
re. In many cases at present he has 
Numerous homes are en 


ny. shaadi: already. If houses were 
“built. outside, where there is ample work 
for young men to do, it would be very 


J Houses are being built 


@ rery day and every week to the number 
hundreds in the year in the cities, but 
ie soldier who lives in the country dis- 

has not -Teceived the same benefits. 


Rep atriation 


firing | line, 
others, 


The writer added that the there were others who, 


is of War Service Homes in his dis- 


cost them nothing, ee parents a — 
a ‘ 


Is hie one pes in sone to mer 


vice Homes scheme with which Li am a 


tinctly dissatisfied. 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE (Seat, 
er ee Minister ey pn, 


ep one ma pont which ae hoon ee .p : 
ticularly by the honorable member for 
Hindmarsh (Mr. Makin) and the honor 
able member for Darwin (Mr. Bell 
refer to the statement that boys, unde 
age, who went overseas are deprived 
the privileges of returned soldiers, 
sure honorable members that no boy, 
matter how young he was, who went in 
the firing line, and did his bit there, will 
be penalized for so.doing. 

Mr. Grecory.—Is that in regard to 
war gratuities as well? : 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. phat. is 
in regard to everything. The boy who 
went overseas, whether he was sixteen, 
seventeen, or eighteen, who went into the 
and did his bit with +h 
will be recognised, and get the 
full rights of a returned soldier. T am 


however, definitely assured by the Mini: 


ter for Defence (Senator Pearce), and by 


my officers in the Department, that 1 


conclusively shown that on several 
sions—and it is presumed that ther 
many more instances—-there was col usio: 
between the parents and certain boy 


under age to enable them to go overseas 


Of oe all these boys: made f 

ase io wets into the firing line, | 
with the conniy 
ance of their parents, designedly m de 
false attestations, knowing they were 
under age, and oot over to the abate 8 


orable member here 1s cppealiog 
Cheng i 


Mr. Maxin.—The case a eta is th 


of a young man who was. Sai: 


ae months, 
Bir, 


dies : bak there were a gating many 


never went further \oce the ‘base 









thi iniste has been f 
distinction by saying that those who actu 










will be accorded the full ‘rights 
of eturned soldiers, ‘but that those who 


a some Had cases. hie 










‘That the Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Public Works having furnished its report, 
it is expedient to carry out the following 
orks:—Mobilization and Vehicle Stores at 
Midland Junction, Western Australia, with 
necessary railway connexion, water supply, &c. 

























be eferred to the Public Works Commit- 
ee for investigation and report. 





tee 
at the time that they were urgent. The 
: stores are to be erected at Midland 
Junction, about 10 miles from Perth. 
Corresponding buildings have already 





ales), ‘and we have authorized the con- 
struction of similar works at Seymour 
(Victoria). These are now progressing. 
rane Public Works Committee made the 








se, he! proceeded with, 





ers. 
at ihe. Gegnanes Store be lined bey cean 


ge of waterproof sheets, &c, 


nd. and. the floor level of the Ordnance or 






ith pig netting or jarrah Buttons) 
hat | the height of the 





{33 


Mobilization, — 





th and» ia sommes 





ly went into the firing line, despite their ° 


t an into the firing line, although from the Ordnance Store, 


lines recommended hae the | sfihe Go 


y we a (Darline Hees Nope : 


ter. for Works and Railways) cB. 40]. cao a is other. minor se 


Some ‘time ago I moved that these works: 


I said 


been put up at Liverpool (New South 


5 Gealasly ab Port Adelaide. 


Mi ‘That, an additional area of about 7 acres 


ey V7 of the report, and that the | 
0 lage aay be utilized ag caretaker’s quar- 


secure their wheat for gristing fo 
u by 5 feet Charen be pe bioned off for the 


That. where any space occurs between thei 


_gristing for the, export trade at 7s. 


walls Ae Le ‘parity price. 


Th it e. Lae. be. Yastalien’ in the 







10. 
oil and Te and for petrol be 






‘ll. That a luncheon room be pro 
the staff, and a luncleon and pee i om 
eet ne men ‘employed in the stores, 
( That the whole of the ordnance 
Heeb armourers, artisans, oa CO 
trated ‘at Midland Junction. Lane 


The works will be onsinnanes on 




















sary action has been taken to. acqui : 
additional chy which: the Com: 1 


ie’ 


ervice Q 





a once. 















ADI OURNMENT. 


Sours AUSTRALIAN Frovur Te 


WANED, MAKIN (ilindmarsh). “ae 
eaentay I raised the niet) of” 


milling trade in “Bont Nae, 4 
During the 


of ie present eae oF Obie i 
for millers was that: they expecte 







port trade at the price. OL: 48% 
bushel fixed for Sede ne for 


fs 2 












do not expect to ee their wheat, 


per bushel; but are prepared es 
They ‘h 
rangement with the Wheat B: ar 
which the price of the grain they requiz 
for their export. trade may be fixed from 













Habe price. ay . 

. Mr. Ropers. Tha is a fixed | 

Ing rates: 4. di, Raber 
fueron resolved in. th 


the world not being up to. 


ic >, BLAKELEY. ty hie! iiredite of 


Prime Minister, can the Honorary 


res it A Cl aicamedtl ia the aN ie 
on es are poe ited to a guarantee of 


: ie guarantes, and to the world’s 
market, I do not think it advisable for 
Commonwealth to enter into any fur- 


aa Honorary’ 


A 
ding the oe of Australian A aida 
ir, and of the alleged unreliability of 
sertificates of the Commonwealth 
oard 4 Will the honorable gen- 
s,with a view to the 


My Be rans pia oraents } 


n the ‘newspapers with ech to second 


18 a ieer., I have a) no Sapeesontes 


ae from the South African Govern- 
len _ The world knows | the value of 


a the honorable member is : Yikely to 
eae its ee name. 


enable honorable members to. 


morning. 
members 


With oun 


| fo eee him of the result. Me 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL 
POCTET YS. SHOW. | 


Mr. FENTON.—In. ‘the Ahisente of the 
Prime Minister, I desire to ask th Trea- si 
surer whether the Cabinet has’ ‘given any 


further consideration to my suggestit 


that the sittings of the House shou 


suspended, if for only a short time, 
Visits Ae 
Royal Agricultural Rockey 9 Show at 
Flemington ? | 

Sir Josrpx Coox.—On Sle day 
does the honorable member suggest that 
there should be a suspension. of the: $i 


tings? 


Mr, FENTON. —-My suggestion | is : that 
we should not meet as usual on Thursday 
That would give honorable 
an opportunity to Va the: 
grounds, : 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—T nay tell my 


honorable friend that I propose to move 


that the House at its rising ad oe until 
7.30 p.m. to-morrow. 

Mr, Fenron.—That will ee os 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—This | special 
adjournment is designed to enable hono 
able membets to attend the garden party 
to be held to-morrow, in order that 


may take leave of His Excellency. 
Governor-General and Lady Helen Mi 


Ferguson. J also intend to move that 
future we shall meet on a 
_ 2.30 p.m. instead of at 11 a.m. 

Mr. 


day next? 


Sir JOSEPH. COOK.—Yes. : 
motion be carried we shall not “aie 
Thursday morning. ne 


_ THURSDAY SITTINGS. " 


Hour oF MEETING. 


“move— 


That, unless otherwise ordered, ee 


: shall meet on. each ce gapeera at ie 30 


p-m. 


We have not fprad the Thursday m 0 
Ing sittings a success. I doubt very 
whether they lead to the Mean fb 


They do lead to 


ness. i 
Lupe — Ge ets aa 


at 





-earrying on 


. 4156 aeay 


- member insists upon completing a 
speech. 


Question resolved in dhe affirmative. 


SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Motion (by Sir Josspx Coox) (by . 


leave) proposed and agreed to— 


That the House, at its rising, adjourn until 
7.30 p.m. to-morrow. 


BASIC WAGE COMMISSION. 


: Mr, BLAKELEY.—I ask the Trea- 
~ gurer, in the absence of the Prime Minis- 
ter, whether the Government have’ yet re- 
ceived the Commonwealth Basic Wage 
Gommission’s report; and, if not, whe- 
ther he can state the probable date on 
which it will be received ? 


> Sir JOSEPH COOK—I am... not 
aware that any report of the kind has yet 
been received, and | warn my honorable 
friend as to ‘making suggestions for in- 
ereases in the cost of running the coun- 


iry. 
WAR SERVICE HOMES. 


Burtping OreratTIons IN SoutH 
AUSTRALIA. 


Mr, BLUNDELL.—I desire to ask the 
“Minister representing the Minister for 
Repatriation whether the 
have arrived at any decision in regard to 
the work of constructing 
“War Service Homes in South Australia; 
and, if so, when the work will italy 
_ be started? 

Mr. RODGERS.—In view of ‘the fact 
‘that a conference has been held recently 
“hetween the South Australian authorities, 
- who have been building in the past, and 
the Department, I would ask the hon- 
‘orable member to give notice of his ques- 
tion, so that may give him the exact 
ie, details of the agreement arrived at. 


HENDERSON NAVAL BASE. 


' Mr, BURCHELL asked the Minister 

» for Works and Railways, upon notice— 
Of the £187,000 provided for naval, bases, 

&e., shown on page 370 of the Estimates for 


1920-21, how much is estimated to be spent on 
“the Hendétson Naval Base? 


_ Mr. LAIRD SMITH (for Mr. Groom). 
About £30,000, 





‘Sirs: OSEPH COOK. CoThe. anoestls 


Government 


-member’s questio&s are as follow :— 
























RIFLE CLUBS, 
- Granrs—Osporne Ree Rule! 


Mr. BURCHELL asked the Minister 
representing the Minister for de 
upon notice— 

1. Whether there is any provision on the 
Estimates for 1920-21 for grants to rifle clubs? 

2. If so, will he quote the amount and show 
the allocation to each State separately? — 


Sir, GRANVILLE RYRIE. — The 
answers to the honorable member’s. qnes 
tions are as follow: — 

4! Yas. ‘ 

2. A sum of £50,000 is shown inde Division 
Oe Ta Tar 2, Expenses in’ connexion with Rifle 
Clubs and Associations (including pay of ad- 
ministrative and. executive personnel).”? 
The allocation of. this grant has not, yet. heen 
made, 


Mr. BURCHELL asked: the Minister | 
representing the Minister for Defence, 
upon nolice— — Neo Cs 





1. Whether there is any provision. on the 
Estimates for 1920-2) for the extension: _ to 
1,000 yards of. the rifle range at Osborne, 
Westefn Australia? 

. If so, will he quote the amount and say 
oe item in the Estimates refers to this 
matter ? 


91> GRANVILLE RYRIE —No i. 


vision has been made on this year’s Est 
mates for this purpose. 


ANGLO-PERSIAN OLL - 
AGREEMENT, 


Sirk For ReFrNery Works: 


Mr. BURCHELL asked the Prime 


Minister, notice— y 


the erection of tins anere works included: i at 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Agreement? a 

2. If a site has not yet been agreed upon, 
will he consider the natural advantages of a 
site: in the vicinity of Fremantle, viz., ‘at Rock- 





ingham, on the southern end. of "Cockburn . 
Sound? ae ree 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (for S 


Hueuns).—The answers to the honorable aw 











1, No. Ks 

2. This is a matter for consideration by the 
directors of the Commonwealth Oil Refineries 
Limited, who will, of eourse, select the site — 
which they and their expert advisers consider — ; 
most suitable for the purpose. However, I 
shall bring the honorable member’s suggestion 
under the notice of the directors of A ots com: 


Penny. 










tn, view bf ter en that oil has already been 
recovered from the gas flow at Roma, Queens- 
land, and that indications are such as to give 
) 14 encouragement, will the Government take 
‘into consideration the advisability of erecting 
the refinery works under the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Agreement in Southern Queensland ?. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK = (for ; 
©» Huvewss).+This is a matter for con- 
sideration by the directors of the Com- 
3 monwealth Oil Refineries Limited, who 
will, of course, select the site which they 
and their expert advisers consider most 
suitable for the purpose. However, 1 







gestion under the notice of the directors 
Ph the company. 


- WAR SERVICE HOMES. 

Dr. EARLE PAGE asked the Minister 
tion, wpon notice— 
Ba. ‘erected or being erected in Sydney by the War 
- Service Homes Commissioner? 
2. What is. the total, number for the State 
: ‘of New South Wales? 
- Mr. RODGERS.—The 


advises as follows :-— 


_Commissioner 


in a position to furnish particulars: regarding 
its building activities in the metropolitan area 
as distinct from rural districts. The figures 
+5 2 dl to New South Wales ares— 

a ouses completed— 

Commission 

Bank 


70 
328 








tivities in the metropolitan area:— 


Houses completed 52 

- Houses in course of construction 503 
' Contracts:let but work not.started .. 13 
Tenders under consideration 13 
581 


Tad eaten 





shall bring the honorable member’s sug- 


representing the Minister for. Repatria- 


‘1. What is the number of war service homes . 


The Gommonwealth Bank is not at present _ 


398 
Houses in course of construction— 
Commission ... 699 
Bank 34) 
é 1,040 
Contracts let but work not started— 
Commission ; RC 2: BS 
Bank 30 
: ; — 94 
Tenders. under consideration-— 
Commission aye Pt as Is 
Bank : — 
t ‘ — 13: 
Total 1,545 


Particulars regarding the Commission’s ac-. 


noteeLt 


In view of the decision of the Gaveruhene re 
garding the early occupation. of Canberra 
thie: Seat of Government, will he enter int 
negotiations with the Victorian State Goverr | 
ment for the purchase of the furniture and 
fittings now used by them in the temporary _ 
State. Parliament House at the pate 
Building, Melbourne? i 


Mr. LAIRD SMETH (for Mr. Gnoose), 


ee matter will be given: consideration. ic 
‘ 


























































PAPERS. ; 
The following papers were piegen tad sea 


Bafence” Act—Reeulations Amended Senge | 
tory Rules 1920, No; 152. } 
War Service Homes Act—Land acquired 
under, at— i ie ae 
Hamilton, New South Wales (2). 
Islington, New South Wales. 
Kogarah, New South Wales. 
Parramatta, New South Wales. / 
Rockdale, New South Wales. 
\ Sans Souci, New South Wales. 
Weston, New South Wales. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES BILL. © 
Suconp \REapine. Bates 


Debate resumed from 17th Senteiben | 
(vide page 4708), on motion by Mr. Foxe: 
TON— ees 

That this Bill be now read a second. time: | Ge 


Mr. MACKAY. (Lilley) Reegeu wele 
come this amendment of the War Service 
Homes. Act, because it is intended to make 
useful legislation still, more generous. 
Senator HE. D. Millen may. oul be con+ 






. gratulated on the results of his adminis- 


tration of the Repatriation Department, — 
and I feel that this branch. of its opera- 

tions is going to. yield very excellent: re~ 
sults indeed. The, War Servine Homa 
Act is serving a double purpose, Whilst 
iti makes. provision for. suitable homes. for 
returned, soldiers and soldiers’ d 
pendants, it. is. also. very, materially as- 
sisting in solving. the housing problem in — 
many of the large. centres of the o 
-monwealth. 










Senda ey lanle 16 PER RES eee. 
this purpose from £700 to £800 in- 
towns and cities. But I desire ‘to brit 





The: haan I ee to make is that, 


aie. land settlers have to clear and 


plant their land, 


“towns aad abies 
asked. the following question : a 


Whether it is proposed to increase the joan 


om the Commonwealth to the States for 


oldiers’ land settlements from £625 to £1,000? 
Tf so, as the amount of £625 is eenerally re- 


garded as being insufficient, will the Minister 
deavour to make a portion of the additional 
are available to the soldier settler? >. 


he. reply. which I received to that ques- 
on from Mr. Poynton, as representing 
he Minister for Repatriation, was as fol- 


Phe a provides that te ‘Common- 
pia wealth | shall advance to the States the sum 


| g capital, and that a further sum equal to 

| 8815 per settler will be made available in con- 

‘nexion with soldier settlements for works, &e., 

approved by the Commonwealth. It is not 

_ proposed to further increase the loan of £625 

_ per settler now made available, which amount 
5 Increased from £500 early in 1919. 


‘understand that this arrangement. was 


decided upon at the Premiers’ Conference 
quite recently held in Melbourne. It is 


"AEH that land in Queensland is much 


cheaper. than in any of the other States 
of the Commonwealth, but it is equally 
“true. that the sum of ‘£695 is insuflicient 
pe meet, all requirements of the soldier 

( wa think that. honorable mem- 


to purchase | ale 
ee. Sage wae live stock, and. he 


: which averages 20s. 


"O04 the 25th ey ‘three years. 


over ten years. 


per. acre. 

or survey-fee is asked for iahtee th 
The survey-fee th 

comes payable, and the payment is 

At the end of the first 
fifteen years the areas are re-asses ed by 


the Land Court. 


_ Queensland - has immense _ 


he Cedernanaat can. oe afford ae 


soldier settlers even more liberal ¢ 


ao ie. land. at’ Heer bitenda 


which the returned soldiers are d 
very well, and for many years it was op 
to any man who came along and cared to 


select it at 2s. 6d. per acre, paya 


five years, at the end of which period t 
selector secured the freehold of his sel 


tion. I submit that in view of #1 


‘liberal terms at which this land Ww. 


to selection in previous years, the p 
which the soldier settlers are asked 
pay for it is altogether too. great... 

title which they are given is a per 
lease, and there is provision for a re- 


-gessment in fifteen years, this mean th 


at the end of that period the man w o has. 
made most improvements on his farm will 


be called upon to pay a higher re for 
the future than the man who has been 


more neglectful of his opport 
I have discussed this mattér on 
occasions with the ane and vA 


has preferred the: perpetual Wes 

They would rather pay more for their 
land and get the ‘freehold at the end o 

a fixed period. It is Malate.” correct 
that a man can succeed ae 





pal items. 0 vs 
other ee ine! ‘settlers have to 
at 1 brought with me, or have bought . 
and I give herewith, as near as 
sible, the present-day cost of establishing 
settler with 5 acres of pines; suckers now 


es 
me 10 


in 5 acres, at , £2 10s. a 


80 
6 
Bessa stee 
a oA nting and ee Ne eas 8 a 
Suckers, cat TEA! Bee : 


667 15 


the: ek ets are ilanted: at he 


r time, the first crop on a pine- 


pp Oe lantauee does not mature until 
bout eighteen months later. After- 
there are two crops annually, one 

he summer and one in the winter. 

is from the housing point of view 
approach this question. Back 

a n these blocks is about 24 feet by 
0 feet over all, and is built of hardwood, 

| s the We hee comes fresh from che 
j shrinks rapidly. 

s four rooms, and there is no. 

| ‘Therefore, it will be readily 
en how inexpensive these dwellings are. 
I hope to be able to induce the Com- 
monwealth Government to come to the 
rescue of these soldier settlers, who, 
if. they. are to be successful, must 
be. comfortably settled on their hold- 
i I want the Minister to take 
cm facts into consideration, so that 
oH ‘Commissioner may be induced to. 
ord better homes for these men. It 
8 quite evident from the figures I have 
given a the ev ane, of £625 cis not 


om om ow) 


fom) 


elcoocecocooseoS 


Each house ) 


fe wits aaa pe Act for ate bu 1 


of houses are ate distinct bee 


Howiad on a brded acres preparers 
Mr. MACKAY.—I understand ‘p 


fectly well that the £625 is advanced b: 


the Commonwealth to the States, 

that thereafter the States are yespor | 
for it; but I am anxious to see an altera 
tion brought about. We propose to all Ww 
an advance of £800 to be.made to a re 
turned soldier living in a town or a city 
to enable him to. secure a home for him 
self, but, at the same time, we expect 


‘man settled on’ the land, not only to ac- 


quire the ground and buy his implement 


and other articles, but also to erect 
- house—the value ae a standard cottage 


being £250—out of a total advance ‘ot 


£625. I hold that the returned soldier i i 


a country district should be placed. 0 
the same footing as the man in a toy 
In Queensland, T regret to say, the Stat 


Government are not nearly as nD 


pathetic to returned soldiers as 
Governments in other States. 


Mr. Arxkinson.—According “toe 


Phonecnile member for West Sydney a 
Ryan), the Queensland Government ha 


done more than any ey Coenen 


5,470 men avi aan carne in vies 
4, 210 in New South pb 2,819 


Neathoe sae of robueeld ge 
Queensland is the one who cannot obtat 
assistance to purchase or improve freehol, 
land, and as I know that the Honorar 


Minister (Mr. Rodgers) is in sympat 


with the man who settles on ites we ; 
Many times termed the ie is | 








Vest HA A 


a 4760 War Service 





look'to him to endeavour to find some solu- 
» tion of their difficulty. It is well known 
that the Queensland State Government 
are opposed to the freehold tenure system, 
‘and the present position is that unless a 
Queenslagd soldier jis prepared to accept 
-a perpetual lease, he is not entitled to any 
assistance, either from the Commonwealth 
or from the State. I think the Common- 
“wealth Government. ought to endeavour to 
get the State Government to make an ex- 
- ception in his case. In my electorate there 
are quite a number of returned men who 
hold freeholds—many of them have been 
given their land by their parents—and all 
they want now is some assistance to enable 
them to improve them, and probably build 
homes on them. TI would like the Minis- 
ter to look into their case, andisee whether 
some assistance could not be rendered to 
them under the provision of the War Ser- 
vice Homes Act. 

Mr. Ropcers.—This matter has cropped 
up very often, and ought to be solved at 
once, but if Commonwealth money is used 
for effecting improvements on State lease- 

holds, the trouble is that if there is any 


_ surrender from failure to comply with | 


the conditions attaching to the leasehold, 
- those improvements revert to the State. 
Mr, MACKAY .—The Honorary Min- 
ister is somewhat anticipating my remarks. 
For the moment I am referring to free- 
hold land, and I say that in regard to 
such land ‘the Commonwealth Government 
have no possible excuse for withholding 
assistance under the War Service Homes 
Act. | 
_ Mr. Ropcrers.—I thought that the hon- 
orable member was referring to leaseholds. 
“Mr. MACKAY.—No. I am referring 
to the fact that the Queensland State Go- 
vernment refuse.to give assistance to the 
owners of freehold land to effect improve- 
ments upon it, or purchase stock. The 
land to which the Honorary Minister was 
referring is held under mining tenure, as 
ig the case with all the land built on in 
such large places as Gyntpie, Charters 
_ Towers, Mount Morgan, and Gladstone. 
Under the War Service Homes Act the 
returned soldier can get no assistance to- 
wards having a house built on land held 
under mining tenure. Banks and private 
individuals have no hesitation in accept- 
ing this title and lending money on it. 
I know the Commonwealth Government 
has’ no eontrol over this matter, but I 
ask them ta endeavour to induce the 
State Government, either by agreement 


~ 


-1914 and remained till the conclusion of ~ 












“ Homes Bill. hi: 


or even by legislation, to extend such 
protection to mining tenure titles as will 
give the returned soldiers who hold them — 
the ‘benefits of the War Service Homes 
Act. They are of two kinds—the ‘re- 
sidence area title and ‘the gold-fields 
homestead title. The first is, I admit, 
rather a trumpery sort of title, because 
it.is held from year to year. The man 
pays 5s. a year to the Warden’s Office 
and gets his title in that way. The © 
homestead title is much sounder. The 
holder pays 5s. a year, and ‘in: thirty ~ 
years gets the title indorsed as having ~ 
all rents paid’ up. I admit that the — 
Government must have some protection — 
in seeing that the conditions of the Act 
are observed, but I am sure that the diffi- 
culty can be easily got over by some ar- _— 








Mr. Roperrs.—It is a matter that 
the State Government can speedily fx 
up by passing a short Bill. Ee ae 

Mr. MACKAY.—Have the Commoa- — 
wealth Government done anything to im- 
duce the State Government to:do so? ._ 

Mr. Ropesrs.—I can promise the hon- 
orable member that if on inquiry I find 
it is necessary, I will make representa- 
tions to the State Government. ee 

Mr. MACKAY.—I 1am glad to have — 
thaf assurance from the Assistant Mimis- — 
ter. re 

Another question which requires at- 
tention is the position of the munition — 
workers who went away early in 1914. — 
Quite a number ‘of these men, to their ~ 
credit, left Australia quite early when 
the Empire called them, and have as 
good, if not a better, claim to assistance 
under this Act than the men who wenb 
away under agreement.as late as 1916 ~ 
and 1917. Those who went away in — 










the war certainly made greater sacrifices 
than those who went just before the war — 
ended. I am not prepared to say that ~ 
the munition workers should be included ~ 
at all, but if those who went under agree- ~~ 
ment with the Commonwealth are to be — 
brought in, then those who went away ~ 
much earlier should certainly be included 
also. : ae 
I guite approve of the Commissione® 
effecting his own insurance on the build> — 
ings that are bemg erected. He is in ~ 
a very fortunate position, inasmuch as 
he needs no capital, and for that reason 
can compete on very favorable terms with 
private insurance companies. The Leader 











EB Cpciae ate. ‘Tador) anaes ey 
ite Insurance Department of Queens- 


nd as an example to this Government. 


range-as it may appear; I am ‘with the 
“heb member there. The one State 
u Department of Queensland 
ich te justified itself has been the In- 
ance Department.. Rates “were very 
hagh for many years in that State, and 
it was time that the insurance people had 
a lesson. Ay appreciate. the fact that the 
amissioner is to be enabled to insure 
‘houses on such very good terms. 
shall not say much about the timber 
- T ‘know the conditions of Queens- 
a d,, and the great scarcity of timber 
that exists there. The price of) timber 
has been’ largely increased’ by the: action 
f the State Government. When they 
ent into power in 1915 the royalty on 
nber in that State was as low as ls. 6d. 
per, 100 super. feet. It has been. in- 
eased to 15s., so that to a large extent 
@ present State Government are re- 
ponsible for the price at which timber is 
sold in Queensland to-day. I hope this 
t He nber deal wall turn out. Jot that the Go- 


> Public isa 
on Committee or to. the Public Accounts 
‘Committee. It would not have been an 
expensive inquiry, nor would much delay 
ve taken place; and horiorable members 
mid have had all the information at 
sheir disposal, and. would’ have been in 
a better position to jude whether the 
decision to make such a large purchase 
was justified or not. I hope the '‘Mini:- 
ter will look into the matters I have men- 
tioned, and that’ asa result an improve- 
ment in the working of the Act will take 
place, and that many of the men who are 
| rshly kept out of its benefits will be- 
ome entitled to them. : 
_ Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [3.36].—- 
‘ have pleasure in BOER OTE TE. the Bill 


ana it a io the 


ing ‘thee iowa things may be wovaniced 
~ coher poe alate th the 


nited States and Europe the folding bed 
i press-bed system has been adopted. 
That. is a device which can be folded up 
uring the day. and let: down at, night, so 
&, the. same room can be used for a. sit- 


article, and 


By adopting this system, at least) 
room in eath house: could be saved. 
have seen the beds made in the factor 
and have seen demonstrations of their u 
fulness in large buildings. If the Commis 
sioner had. decided. ta install them in the 
War Serviee Homes—tI, believe they c¢ 
about £25—he could have saved at leas 4 
£150.0n each cottage, because a room, 
cannot be. built to- day under £150. The 
bec is a beautiful piece of furniture, om 
the one side, and, whem required. it can be 
revolved and let down for sleeping pur- 
poses. It: is: very comfortable and clean 
It: ig being weed in all the large up-to-date 
hotels throughout Hurope, and is hoe 
installed im the big flats in Sydney. 
wish the Assistant Minister (Mr. Redaers) | 
would take the opportunity to, inspect haha 
insist on the Commission . 
utilizing to the full every economic im- 
provement possible im) house bie 
Another advantage is that the bed 
made in Australia. 
have’ bought the patent rights from 
aonree and employ Australian work, 
men, If the Minister would look into it, a 
am sure he would recognise the great ad- 
vantage that the. soldier would pet from — 
the adoption of. the system. L trust, he 
will not, overlook. it. ¢ 
Mr. Roporrs.—I have cashes noted i s 
it, and. called it. ‘‘ the combination room.’? 
Mr; RILEY.—That is a: good descrip- 
tion. i assure honorable: members that 
the bed 1s a heed nal aibir agi, in 
the home. A 
I shall say Seay about the way in 
which the timber areas: and mills were re 
cently purchased by the Government in 
Queensland, nor about, the value. of. the 
mills, or the negotiations that were en 
tered into to take them over. Bub I d 
say that it is in the interests of the s 
diers and of the country that<the Govern 


‘ment. should not be in the hands of ra 


Timber Combine. 

of. the: Government purchasing aude con 
trolling timber mills,im order, to secur 
their. own supplies. it] 
some. of the large timber firms in. ‘New. 
South Wales.  Certaim, honorable) mem= 
bers: opposite. have: remarked} that they 
have known many timber. millers to a 
insolvent. 1, have hadi no. such exper 
ence, but I. know of. a,large. number, wh 
have made fortunes’ out of the BATE 
What has been the result of the Sebi 
ment becoming, huge competitors — 
timber? Meany 1h ea of. eee 





Newland pre t re 


gone Uy} up a up until, to- Saye “it 


adily ¢ 
a 100 per cent. higher. than it 


be. We have been told that. one he 


e reasons why timber costs so. much 
t there has been such a shortage Oty 
shipping. In New South Wales there is’ 


uite a fleet of small vessels trading up 


down the rivers, bringing supplies of — 
not the Gneient oo i in for the « | 
: = Ee aa es 


ardwood to Sydney, and, notwithstand- 
g the fact that there has been no dis- 
ocation of this trade owing to any short- 


ge of river shipping, the price of New 


South Wales hardwood has gone up step 
step in general keeping with the cost 

f all timber supplies. 
our soldiers, to-day, have to pay 100 per 


“more. Soy their timber than should 


. , asked of them, | 
r. Grecory.—Are there any State 
ber mills in New South Wales? 
Mr. RILEY.—Not that I am aware of, 
ugh there are State joinery works, 
ind the like. 


r. Grucory.—There are State alas in 


a) eensland and Western Australia, but 
hey have not had much effect in the 
latter of reduction of prices. 


Mr. RILEY.—That may be so. In 
- New South Wales*we have State brick 
“ works, but they have not done much 
owards keeping down the price of bricks. 
The reason is that their management has 
been carried on in such a way as to merely 
_ Keep the price a shilling or two below pee 
_ Combine prices. 


The result is that. 


activities — 


Wales, ; 
for months, but they can get no satisfac 
tion. WV 
the average amount | (Ons 


public on | uae be. 
mane homes 


ET. 


Gamimisenent ee not nee 
other directions.. The small uu 
pone SO dar erected is a matter 


2 Mr. 
not shown fel fee 


Mr. RILEY. None at an Gah 
xCUSe Ban ‘ 


heen said by way of 
missioner has bee 
of the Combiners ib 
man who had the influence and ne , 

of the midi behind him 


and Sani hae ‘puilt infinite 
homes in the same time. In Ne 
returned men have been - 


Any ordinary business: man 


¥e\ 


ite is a net one, oahd fhegel han , b 
many obstacles to overcome. As for th 
activities of the new v Board, whieh i 


Mr. Roverrs. —Their managers are 

torn | ‘between two desires—the one to 

make | a profit, and the other to supply 
icks at a fair price to the community. 


Mr. RILEY. At any rate, they have 
de such profits as to have been able to 
off the cost of their machinery and 
works, generally; and they «do not 
their bricks much below the Combine | 
: 28 0 The Brick Combines throughout 
the A renivcalth are deriving huge 
p fits from the ereat demand foe Unieke: ia pr eg at ie mie en 5 
# vie oe the Commonwealth Government, ee Mlean Hiedks: see from thirty to 


f b > people waiting ahead of him to 
view O eee own. canes ce re foe aiton and attention. “There ; 


unnecessary Bay nd the bus: 
performed with despatch. No 
War Service Homes ane hen 


the Board, and the nee Sie 
3 nec are a ee to the C 


ab an anes of about 50 per cent. less 
than in the case of brick structures. 
labourers and a carpenter are sufli- i 





be, ; Ley assisting’ for soutire thelr aime req) 
¢ ments ‘and relieve the Beeb eee 


: the expense. With: epee to the 
' ‘ion that” soldiers’. homes should 
et ee Se a he Home 

Sout haae =: hela as there is 

| having to do with the 
ma Por hie vO <; Haya The Parlia- 
an Ty Works Committee reported, some 
ime — Ag) on cement manufacture at 


The. Government have . 


an Chala: oul a secure 
i enou h for the. Murray River works 
lone» The time is ripe when they 
shor fn Gea own NS works. 


eee as. Acer pedi with the 

ing. The honorable member for Dam- 

: aa oe ee, was a member of 
" the 


ne secure hone requirements, 
: see can the Ds ty 


a half, ampty. (eg do 


nment. import cement, sO. 
a Qtroriegya ain Australia, — 


"creased . cost of 


doing 80, : 
utilizing our Commonwealth stoa 
the sean on of supplies, 


abled soldiers, I hope the ‘ovate 
will. be as generous as Ee 


take to fads Tanto the. burden — 
capacitated men, We have not been 
caens as we should liave been. : 


- rously, a then. to ae: it an’ offer 
for maimed and blinded men to be stand- 
ing at the street corners begging in asso- 
eiation with bands. 
~ maimed men 


It is not good to see 
hopping about, : 
boxes for contributions from the public. 


— It is a reflection on the whole communit 
We cannot blame the men, if they have 
not got enough to keep themselves; but 


the Government should see to it that the 


is no need for them to be begging 
“It is a reflection upon Parliament and 
the country that we are not providing 


sufficient money to save those men fro1 
begging in the streets. In regard to the 
recent purchase of saw-mills and timber 
land in Queensland, I stand for the pri 
ciple of the Government supplying thei 
own timber, and keeping out of the hand 
of the Combine. If the Government 
that, they will be Shee a service 
the country. x 
Mr. CAMERON (Brisbane) 1B bite ae 
L add my Uae Glue ae to the Gover 


ai which this Bill seeks to. ‘effeott 
increase in the amount to be adva 
from £700 to £800 is a redemption 
promise made some time ago, and 1 
viously, necessary on account of. thie 
labour pend ofa f 


Armistice was. itd ae, a 
ie Nov Asians a broke on 














‘War ‘Soe | 


oe 


: nee entitled to AoE in the advan- 
tages which the War Service Homes Act 


_ offers. 
the seamen andthe wireless persone 
employed in the war zone, and I am glad 
that the wives of men mentally afflicted 
will be given the right to apply for homes. 
~ Honorable members on all sides of the 

House have urged that the benefits 
should be extended also to. munition 
“workers and war workers generally. 

Under the existing law,. those munition 
~ and war workers who went abroad under 

arrangement with the Pyfence Depart- 
“thent' are included, but the Government 

‘are now urged‘to include those workers 


who went to Great Britain depen tay ag. 
.., Uhis opens 


of the.departmental scheme 
“up a very big question. There are very 
many sad cases amongst the dependants 
' of munition workers 
Australia suffer 
contracted on the other side of the world. 
They are not entitled to any benefits 
‘under the War Service Homes Act, or even 
under the Invalid Pensions Act, Teese 
_ the affliction was contracted wee Aus- 
“tralia. I have no objection to the in- 
elusion of all. the munition and war 
workers provided that the Government 
can, with due regard to the ‘financial 
| ‘obligations of the country, see their way 
to. adopt that policy. However, the appli- 
eations of those who were included under 
hie original Act should receive priority, 


‘so that they may get their homes. first. 


at) is. very difficult for a vocational 
trainee to secure a War Service Home. 
The regulations provide, rightly no 
doubt, that a man must prove that his 
"financial ‘position “ss such as will enable 


pas to meet his obligations jn regard to. 


a home, | That bears very hardly upon a 
Pon who is a married man with a 
family. Many of these men, owing to 
some disability caused by the war, have 
“been unable to return to their pre-war 
\ eecupations, and are now being trained 
for a new position in civilian life. They 
_ must live somewhere, and I maintain 
' thatthe rent they ririnet OW pay would, 
im most cases, exceed their weekly. ‘obli- 
‘gations udder the War Service Homes 
‘Act. I-trust that the Minister will look 
into ‘this matter, and do something to 
assist. the “vocational trainees, particu- 
ey Ve ee men. _ The Minister for 
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I welcome the inclusion, also, of 


who veturned +o. 
ring from some disability 


saa ee “adh Bo merits of th 



































Adee, (iy Millen) ee n- 
another a that of the total amount ee 


this Bitoni, up to ‘30th June last, all ie 
£2,447 has ‘been repaid. This is a splen-  ~ 
did record; the Australian soldier 1 in ian i 


ing out a salad aie to the stor 
his achievements in France and the othe 
theatres of war. 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) ([3. 55] ~ 
This is a measure which must be see 
with cheifly in: Committee, 6 
appear to be apy ted big peiniple § 


this aut I oe that at the oe 
juncture it 1s absolutely necessary to 1 
crease the amount, in order that the 
soldier may get what may be termed - 
respectable home. But, in the inter sts 
of the soldiers themselves, we should ‘hav 
been more guarded in the past than 
have been. We have permitted costs 


at the same rate as the prices of com 
dities generally, with the result that thi 
soldier will find himself saddled with ; 
pe ab! burden of debt. It oh hola te 




























the Spe ie oe the gion. ‘hentia 
we ought to be careful to’ see that 
homes are built as cheaply as possibl 

At the initiation of this scheme, I urged 


price. Had that policy been adn 
probably the Government would not ha 
been asking Parliament to-day to 3 
crease, by £100, the amount to be ad- 
vaneed to each applicant, and the sol 
would have been able to get as good vais 
home for less than £700. a 

recently steps have been taken by th 
partment to secure saw-mills and 1 
lands in Queensland; With the pri 
of that purchasé I am in agreeme 





itself, ae reretars 'T will not 
mit myself to any. criticism, beyond 
g that the Government seem to have 








= was offered to the ac ee 
ernment four years ago at half the 
e paid by the Commonwealth Govern- 





* 






Mr, WHARLTON Have the late 
wners been cutting on the property in 
© meantime? | 

x. Tupor.—They have been cutting at 
rate of 8,000,000 feet per annum dur- 
ing the last four. years; and of the 10,000 
acres, there is only about 3 3000 acres 
yf timber left. 

/ Mr. CHARLTON.—If that Be tetnan 
correct, the Government seem to have 
aid an excessive amount for the pro- 
perty. At any rate, there is room for 
a searching inquiry into the transaction. 
Mr. Bayrey.—On. the figures that have 
been ene to us, ae statement ig not 


r aa in ase In my own 
istrict there are mills which could have 
sn purchased very much cheaper’ 
overnment might also have cbtained 
; te a paapeed to cut Ln oe 


are getting at et 
t these "steps should. have been taken 


omes Pind Wears. ai dary Pound 
protect the men who fought for the 
pire overseas, and we are not pro- 
ting them when we allow prices for 
1e” coery of the requisite materials for 
homes to continually increase, 
rerehy. compelling each soldier to pay 
ore for his home. We have not adopted 
ifficient ‘precautions to insure that 
shall get his home as 
ssible. It is pleasing to learn 
on oo hay oe eee 


greater portion of the day. 


The | 


cheaply | 


Homes Bill. 












been able to ads aie a me 
labour for considerably less than 
they have been able to erect them _ by 
contract. From a statement made by 
the Minister for Repatriation (Senator 
Millen) I gather that more than £100 
per cottage has been saved by the adop- 
tion of the day labour system, as com- 
pared with the contract system. That 
is a considerable sum to the soldier, and 
a& saving which will justify. the Govern: ” 
ment in erecting more of these. homes Oy 
means of day labour. i 
I am somewhat disappointed to tae : 
that the best land upon which to erect © 
these homes has not been selected, t 
am speaking more particularby of land 
in te Newcastle district. J have not one . 
word to say against the homes them- 
selves, but I submit that the land upon | 















































‘which they are being erected is very un- 


suitable for the purpose. In the New- 
castle district a large nomber of homes 
are being built wpon the flavtest land to. 
be found there. | | Pee eee 


Mr, Ricnarp., Fosrer.—tIls it well” hy 
drained ? en 


which was put through cn by the State 
Government some years ago for the pur- : 
pose of carrying the water away from 4b. 
But it is a cold spot.in the winter, and — 
the fogs hang there throughout the . 


Mr. Maxweiu.—Was any protest made - 
against the purchase of the land at the” 
time of its acquisition ? 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Not. so far as i 
am aware. T have ‘been a@ resident of 
the Newcastle district for many years, 
and I claim to know. the land | well. 
T~ would not myself “ive ina house 

















in that situation. Plenty of ele 
vated and cheaper land could have 
been obtained in that district—land 






which would have been much more 
suitable for. the erection of — soldiers’ 
homes. . When we put these homes upon 
low-lying lands we are not doing the best. 
that is possible for our Bala men, 
from a health stand-point. Within half 
a mile,’ or a mile, of this particular site. 
suitable land at a ‘cheaper cost could hav 
been obtained. Upon the other side of 
the railway, a man recently purchased a 
large area, which he hag subdivided and 
sold ata good profit. As there a 
sare 2S Leapreb ail of soldiers’ homes to, ote | 








































ahaa such land as is. well suited ce - Inte 
Neely | after. he statements whie 


ah Log purpose. : 


of a 


4 amendment When ist set out 
proposed, | new section 14a that 

, desire of the Government 
give the Commissioner even far Seki 
powers than he already possesses. Why 


they wish to do so I do not know. When 


we had to deal with the Minister for Re- 
patriation we all knew him, but I cannot 
say how many honorable members know 
the Commissioner. 
Act we have already vested in that officer 
the most extraordinary powers. If we 
may judge by the amendment which is 
forecast in proposed new section 14a, 


e Minister evidently considers that any 


xpenditure in excess of £5,000 should be 
approved by him. Yet it is intended to 
od say further powers to the Commis- 


ner. I have not had time to peruse: 


he ‘papers relating to the purchase of a 
: saw-milling: plant in Queensland, nor did 
I think it was my duty to do’ so. 
honorable members possess a more inti- 


mate knowledge than myself both of | 
Queensland and of that class of business. 


But the answer which the Minister gave 


ah a view ons biasing Parliament in 
favour | of the purchase. For instance, 
provision whatever was made 


that ‘undertaking. Such an omission was 
a highly improper one. Interest will 

ve to be paid upon the expenditure 
involved, and under any circumstances 
should be a ‘regular charge against the 
urchase, 
tion to the Government their acquiescence 


in which will obviate a good deal of , 
“Will they. consent 


to ne it. 


rou le j in the future. 


Committed Meee 
“recep a the report of that body 


II tee steps were necessary. When a 
ure ase of this magnitude is made by the 


r Servic 


is to 


Under the principal 


Other | 


for 
irging interest upon the capital cost of | 
ee 
‘the honorable member and myself ! 


investigation ? 2 
ing. 


A Mr. 
ae 


“it, par 


re ay tte | honorable member a ( 


counts ee deals ana ‘que: o | 
expenditure by Parliament, and if an 
should not be. referred. to it. 

I quite recognise the difiicultie 


have confronted both the: sree 


War Saris Homes scheme. — 
number of buildings have to be 
and certain business people have been 


rp ? ¢ 


ting their heads together for the 
ie raising: the Prices of the mate! 


Bias in restraint or trade. : 
war was in progress, T know that 


the daviinaieen to thet ci 
Mr. Toupor—The honorable 

can say that whilst he is sitting 

ae side of the Chamber, toe 


Gia GREGORY. —- ‘The 


Peies is iatne nonsense. jae 


The pines ie be 


I want a fair deal all round, 
desires a fair deal for only on 


. he 
I wish now to put a proposi- the community. 


“Mr. s, Donon want a fair 2 


Mr. Tupor. — 


GREGORY Oars ep : 


shave _ been a Hee! 


e Homes Commissioner, even 
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a Nat lad 












































am the Coniiier ties ‘and the Minis- 
er in giving effect to our War Service 
omes scheme. 
id it has been almost impossible to ob- 
ain the requisite supplies of material. 
But in the report which was submitted to 
his Parliament no mention was made 
‘of the fact that the Commissioner had re- 
cently entered into a three years’ contract 
90 purchase 6,000,000 feet of Queens- 
land pine per annum at 32s. per 100 feet 
at the mill, representing 35s. at Brisbane. 
he The Patinissinmes has estimated timber 
costs at 56s. Are we to assume that he is 
_ buying some timber at 35s. in Brisbane 
and estimating 56s. for the timber from 
is own mills? 

_ Mr. Rovenrs.—The honorable member 
Knows, surely, that when differing rates 
ee it is the practice to average the 


Mr. GREGORY.—Yes; but what will 
happen in two or three years’ time. when 
we are beginning to get supvlies of red 
a and white Pee direct from the carne and 


levels ? ne 

_ Mr. Rovcers.—The difficulties of he 
present are sufficient without anticipating 
what may happen three years hence. ; 

_ Mr. GREGORY.—But will the Minis- 
ter give us an assurance that this pur- 
chase will be referred to the Public Ac- 
counts Committee ? 

_ Mr. Ryan.—That seems a reasonable 
request, | 


Public ‘Works Committee ? 
_ Mr. GREGORY.—As chairman of that 
Committee, I would hardly care to ask 
to. that.) L should prefer an investigation to 
be made by the Public Accounts Com- 

mittee, and if members of that body are 
“satisfied that a good deal has been made, 
I am sure that the House will be satis- 

fied also. This course ought to be taken. 
- When the Bill reaches Committee I in- 
_ tend to move in the direction of compel- 
on ling the Commissioner to furnish Parlia- 
- ment with a half-yearly return showing 
~the results of the mill operations. I do 
not know whether the Minister is aware 
of the fact, or whether I am making a 
mistake, but from a casual perusal of the 
i Act I: believe the Commissioner is not re- 
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Prices have been rising, 


‘Western Australia. 


Mr. Ritey.—Why not refer it to the 








Homes Bill. ATOT | 

Mr. Roperrs.—I think I was respon- 
sible for the insertion in the main Re- 
patriation Bill of the provision req 
annual returns. 

Mr. GREGORY.—But that provision 
does not appear in the Act. I was not pre- 
sent when it went through, so I exonerate 
myself from any blame in connexion with 
the matter. I happened then to be in 
So far as I can see, | 
with the exception of money borrowed 
from the Savings Bank, the Commissioner - 
is not obliged to make returns at all, but» 
he may make appointments or spend _ 
money hé6w and when he likes. The Go- 
vernment, in effect, have given him power 
to spend £500, 000 in the purchase of these ° 
trading concerns without being required © 
to furnish annual returns to Parliament 
showing the results of their’ operations. 
This is not right. I know of no Sher | 
Department in such a unique position, 
and I certainly will do what I can to 
amend the Bill in the direction indicated, 

There is another feature of the mea- 
sure to which I might direct.attention. 
How many of us know anything about the 
Commissioner’s ability to determine eligi- 
bility under the Act. In the Act we’ 
had a fairly reasonable definition of an 
‘ eligible person,’’ but this definition has ~ 
been removed from the Bill, and we are. 
told that ‘‘ eligible person ’’ means any ~ 
person who 1s an Australian soldier, a 
munition worker, or war worker, and so 
on. That is to say, if the Commissioner is 
satisfied with regard to an application by — 
any person claiming to be a war worker, 
he may be allowed the privileges of this 
Bill. If we are going to allow the Com-_ 
missioner to erect houses for every person — 
in the community, why not say so? In 
the amending Bill of 1918 there appears 
this definition— 

“ War worker” means a person who, duriegtt 
the continuance of the war which commenced, 
in the year One thousand nine hundred and ~ 
fourteen, entered into an agreement with the a 
Commonwealth to proceed to Great Britain for’ 
the purpose of engaging in work as a labourer, 
fettler, or navvy, for the Imperial Government, 
or otherwise, and engaged in such work. . . a 
There is something definite. I[ for one 
would be glad to enable any man who hast: 
made sacrifices for his country to get as- 
sistance to build his house, but in future 
the Commissioner himself will be em. 
powered to define who is meant by a ‘ ‘war 

worker.” I could claim to be a war 
worker because of what I did during the 
war, and a wan hibits in connexion with 














































































. ae Res Cross 
_ might similarly be included under, the pro- 
visions of this measure. I hope the Min- 


replying. 
_Mr. Ropeers.—I shall certainly answer 
your construction of the definition. 
| Mr. GREGORY .—Why has the defini- 
tion been taken out of the amending Act 
and discretion placed absolutely in the 
hands of thé Commissioner ! 
> Mr. McGraru.—Because 
went abroad 
namely, members of the Australian Im- 
 perial Force, munition workersy and war 
workers. | 
« Mr. GREGORY.—But the amending 
_ War Service Homes Act contains a com- 
‘plete definition, and now, under this Bull, 
16 will be possible for men whé made shells 





those who 


i in Australia in the early days of the war,’ 


and who made absolutely no sacrifices, to 
_ daim its privileges. 
Mr. McGraru.—It would do no harm 
to. allow them to get homes. 
Mr. GREGORY.—But where shall we 
s end! q 
Mr. 
end. 
Mr. Riurv. ——They will all have to pay 
“for all they get under this Bill. 
_Mr. GREGORY .—That is not the ques- 
Je at all. If we are to provide homes 
for everybody, why not indicate that this 
ds a measure to provide homes, not for 
_ soldiers. but for the Australian people ? 
‘Mr, Briuy. —I would have no objection 
s that. 
(ea Miss > GREGORY. —No doubt, but it is 
questionable whether we have money to do 
that, The Act is primarily intended to 


McGrata.—We do not want to 


& ba facilities for the erection of homes _ 


for Australian soldiers and for those who 
made sacrifices during the war, and fT do 
“mot, think the Commissioner should have 
power to be ableto say that any person who 


did not go out of Australia and who made’ 


‘mo sacrifices should enjoy the same privi- 
Tees Tf the Bill ig-passed in its present 
orm we shall be allowing the Commis- 
sioner to say who is a war or munition 
be Tgorken. and’ some who. did not make any 
sacrifice whatever might benefit. 
Mr. Ricnarp Fostsr. —Is there a new 
_ definition? 2 
Mr. GREGORY -—There seems to be, 
and extraordinary power is to be placed 
- in the hands of the Commissioner. At 
the outbreak of war, there were many 





‘at Cusramant House § 


ister will explain the position when he is 


comprised three classes, . 


the pineal Act has be amenauiee 


Austrahians 3 in. ee and >i lope contention 1s pena the , 


the provisions af the War Service Tc 
Bet; ; 


Labels: 
Mr. Ropgers. acy person. ae He 
come under the provisions of this Bill ig 
specifically mentioned. | 
re Le ia tg —Where? 


Milvats Forces of any part. of the Ki 
Dominions. i 


able aa ber for Pen (Me tu 
realize that that definition has been ts ke 
out? 
Mr. Tupor.—That is not so. 
Mr. Marxs.—The definition a “ 
worker” still stands... 
Mr. GREGORY.—No. CAVE 
Mr: Tupor.—The memorandum 
pears to be clear enough, and the o 
words deleted are “ and was employed 
active service outside. Australia.” 
_ Me. GREGORY.—The_ definitio 
eligible person ’’ in the amending - 
18 a. person who was an Australian soldi r. 
a munition worker, a war worker, a men 
ber of the Young Men’ 8 Christia a 
sociation / 








stasio : but I ask him to accept my Ass 
ance that every person who can. benefi 
specifically mentioned. It does not te 
with the Commissioner to’ say wk 
eligible and who is not. This is a 
tempt. to sae le ine law; Be i Me 


Mr. GREGORY. ne di 8 le “mage 


Cat 


mistake I am prepared to apologize but 


that the Commnoniqner. now has full : 
to ads who is an “‘ 


interrupted. 
Mr. GREGORY. tt me basis 


: a the Commissioner to say who 
and who was not a war worker. I 
ot ab all clear on the point. 


an. assurance ; but he 
it, and is _looking in 


eck tion for the pi resent; but I shall make 

of the position when we reach the 
ymmitiee stage. 

There 1 is another matter ae I auld 

ike t the Government to carefully eon- 

I am eS anxious that 

given more 


ne r quired to He. so es any pre- 
ore of the Department of 


, who uve had dae two 


d an arm ‘amputated, These men 
rae given a home of their own. Mr. 
-——’s mother and wife told this associa- 
hat at present L—————and_ his wife 
one room at his mother’s residence. To 
out from room to room he rolls along 

as invalid chairs are too big to get 
ih the doorways. ‘This shows the neces- 
of building a house to suit such terrible 

The house need not be big, but the 

doors could be made wider, and other little 


4 nveniences introduced to make their lot at 


oy re a Be easier eae Bs is now. 


eecipeon: if ihe Minister or the ee 
tion Department had endeavoured un- 
r section 47 of has principal Act, to 


ene that section we gave tie ee 
nt fe Gaia |e to bu. ld homes a these 


the handling of this scheme. 


from it pies Hint: the persons concer ed 


did not apply to the proper quarter, Oe 
that if) ind did, they Le to to. Gert re 


given in all such cases. 
Mr. Ropcers.—This matter was’ ‘fee 


atts 


raised by the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Tudor) when the honorable mem- 
ber was probably temporarily absent fro: 

the chamber. I then made a promis: as 


to which I shall make “a full. statement 


when replying to the debate. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Will the fonoretl 


gentleman endeavour to incorporate in the 


Bill some of the desires of these people? 


Mr. Ropcrrs.—I cannot anticipate my 
statement; but I think that my honorable a 


friend ol be satisfied with it: 


_Mr. GREGORY.—I am not reflecting 
on the Minister in any shape or form. 
The Act gives the Commissioner very wide’ 
powers, and the Minister should see that 


his desires are actually embod-ed in this pe, 


Bill. In connexion with the Income Tax — 
Bill, the ex-Treasurer (Mr. Watt) made 
distinct. and specific promises, which we 
were able to quote from Hansard; bub 
they were not incorporated in the Bi i, 
and the Commissioner, ‘when his | ate 
tention was drawn to them, naturally 
said, ‘‘ 1 can be guided only by the wort 
ing of the Act itself.’ We might have 
the same experience in connexion with 
Knowing 
the Minister as I do, and the work that 
he carried out in connexion with Repat- 
riation, I am convinced of his earnestnes 
in this matter. I would, therefore, im- 
press upon him the desirableness of em 
bodying in the B-ll itself anything that 
he desires to do for those who have made 
sacrifices for the:r country. I ask him to 


endeavour to insert a clause providing 
‘that the Commissioner shall furnish | an 


annual report to Parliament. Such a pr 
vision was omitted, unintentionally, 


doubt, from thé principal Act. 


justified in expecting to receive “every 
year from the Commissioner a report set- 
ting out fully what he is doing. — 

Mr. West.—I thought it’ was part o 
the duty of the Con Seer) to. a 
an annual Sahel 


Taek a be er eee [a 
also going to move, in Committee 





ii pets ae pee “Parliament ‘Fre 
»wing the operations of the timber mills of the purch. se of | 
which have been acquired by bet Mug and timber’ areas in. Queensland 
Service Homes Commissioner. War. Service Homes Commiss 
: Mr. Ropcers.—lIf the honorable mem-. byarege ere to say the . least a 
_ber’s first suggestion be adopted, no doubt 
_the Commissioner’s annual report will in- 
elude a report regardine the timber mills. 
Mr. GREGORY. —Not- necessarily. 
What I desire is a special report in re-_ 
gard to. ‘the mills and the timber areas 
acquired. We shall be dealing with a 


ontinuaily diminishing asset, and ib 1s 


purchased from’that firm by th e m- 
well that we should have presented every tr aug sa peed oe pen go. 


six months a report showing the super- 4, the pe 
ficial feet of pine, hardwood, and other — £150. 000. Queensland , oc 


timbers eut at each mill; the cost of same 
_—ineluding working costs, expenses of ad- Mr. Roperrs. —Does 
“ministration, interest, capital expendi- 
ture, and depreciation—and the price at whole of the properties punehaced b as 
which the timber is made available for ee 
the erection of soldiers’ homes. We _ Mr. 
should have a proper profit and loss ac- | fre 
count. In regard to machinery, it would Laheys tan? hae a parated survey ex 
probably be necessary to allow 8 per cent. tending over oe ad three 
or 10 per cent: for depreciation. I do not 
uggest, however, what rate should be 
fixed. We may ‘leave that to the Com- 
missioner, and when his report is _pre- 
sente od, it will be open to us to decide get ie timber out of some ae | 
" hether. the rate allowed is too high or country: Pees then. some ai e 
1 low. The greater the sane given ; 
State trading concerns the better. If 
‘any. of them are shown to be a Hains, 
then those who believe in the principle ay 
will be. all the more anxious to make the 
thdm a success. Lack of control often £945,000. Moan: : 
breeds neglect. It is only by careful 8, 000,000. feet of - ‘timber ‘had 
Ai watching “and supervision that we can moved per year for four years from th 
make ‘hose concerns a success. If they more accessible portions of the area. 


a be. made a success, as honorable mem- informed that an total of 32, 000, ),000 we % 
bers opposite believe, then all the better — ring 


the community. I feel, however, 

ai te impossible to get ordinary to sha scare hee ecia 
| public officials to deal with these matters of timber durmg that nee would 
as: hey would do if they were their own ably be equivalent to the value 
property. — Political interference is in- | quantity that has been taken off t 


tr duced, and in many cases destroys the but 32,000,000 feet mada been ct 
efforts. : being made by the’ State. In the property — 


the interests of, not only those who be- than £150,000 to-day. 
li © in. Sia eraeed: enterprises, bubwed” « Mr 
& who are opposed to the principle, we 
Id have these returns submitted to 
ek. $0. heh we may deter- 


‘dskive a oui Gators. the House ce 
cs ae which has been supp ed to 


perties in Resin that t niet mee 


RopceErs. —Does ‘the | 
member seco the perage who n 


“Mr. BLAKELEY. AOS ree ya 
| i (res ae (Darling) Ed aa, —1 ape that A fe tent Gove 
rt State undertakings, and am @ 
eine that they | should vt: 








ok War Service . 








































a om thske properties on behalf of the 
_ Commonwealth is only an accountant: 
If that is so, I cannot conceive that the 
Commissioner acted only on his recom- 
-mendation. The Minister (Mr. Rodgers) 
may be able to tell us later on who in- 
pected the properties acquired, and what 
were their qualifications. It is to be 
hoped that the inspection was made by 
somebody knowing more about timber 
than might reasonably be expected of 
an accountant. 


Mr. Ropeers.—Would the honorable 
“member object to state the source of his 
“information? I am very anxious to as- 
certain the source of a lot of information 
that has been given. 


" Mr. BLAKELEY.—TI shall tell the 
honorable gentleman privately the name 
“of my informant. The chief considera- 
‘tion is whether*the infcrmation is cor- 
rect—whether Lahey’s property was of- 
fered to the Queensland Government four 
years ago for £150,000, whether that 
offer was refused, and “whether, since 
then, something like 32,000,000 ‘feet of 
timber has been taken off it. If these 
are facts—and my informant is one of 
_ those. who held the option and turned it 
down because of the difficulty of getting 
A out: the timber—the position is very 
_ Serious. 

I understand that the several areas 
Dpareliascd comprise five different blocks, 
separated in some cases by a distance of 
over 100 miles. Ii that be so, each 
area will need a manager, and a general 
“manager will be required to supervise 
the whole of the five areas. The ques- 
tion of management should. have been 
taken into consideration when the pro- 
“perties' were purchased by the War Ser- 
vies Homes Commissioner. There is 
just one other matter with which I in- 
"tend to deal. Only yesterday in Sydney 
aT. was in conversation with. a master 
builder, with whom I was discussing the 
_ War Service Homes: I have in the past 
Ber rrorred to Mr. Kirkpatrick and the big 
| rake 0 f eee his firm secured by 
and ee on, 


‘notwithstanding the faults of the pis 
and specifications: provided by Messrs. 
Gh ieaeadonay and ‘Sons, under hich it 
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tically anything he pleased in the way 
of using inferior material, I was assured | 
by the builder to whom T spoke that the 
Commissioner’s, plans and_ specifications 
are infinitely worse. He went so far as_ 
to say that the Commissioner’s plans and _ 
specifications which he had seen could be 
complied with for a two-roomed house or 
a ten-roomed house, : 

Mr. Fowier,—_They must be very elas- 
tic. 

Mr. BLAKELEY .—Yes, mest elastic. 
This. builder informed me that in com- 
pany with other builders he went over 
a group of buildings at Belmore, iust 
outside Sydney. They had with them 
the plans and specifications of the build- 
ings, and they found many departures 
from them, but one that was outstanding. 
In one case the plans and specifications 
provided for a tiled verandah, and it was 
found that the material used was wood, 
and in $0 rough a condition that it did 
not have a nosing on it. The fact that 
the hemes can be passed with such a flag- 
rant, departure from the plans and sneci- 
fications indicates a very serious lack of 

preper supervision. 

At this particular group a lady was in- 
terviewed. and was asked the cost of a 
home. The reason why the question was 
asked was because several: sets of laundry 
tubs were seen to be broken, and the 
builders were anxious to know who was 
going to stand the loss. They tried to 
elicit some information from the occupier 
of one of the homes, but when she was 
asked what was the cost of her home, she 
said that she did not know, and would 
not know until the group of buildings had 
been finished, and then the cost of the 
whole of the buildings would be averaged 
and she would be told what the cost of 
her home was. This lady was in actual 
occupation of a home and did not know 
what it was going to cost her. 

This information was given me by a 
builder who has carried out conte 
himself. I am told that many contrac- 


tors are doing quite well, but the average 


contractor is not prepared to do dishonest 
things, because ultimately there will be 
a reaction, and those who have put. in- 
ferior material into buildings and have 
put up the cost of a building by breakages 
or by substituting one material for’ an- 
other, will lose cenaite and be given a bad 
name. In the circumstances, the ma- 
jority of contractors are not satisfied to 
work for this Department. under existing. 
conditions. Lae 
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Nea Homes 
most of the houses by day labour? 
pe Mr, BLAKELEY.—Not in ‘the. case 
of the particular group to which I have 
referred. The houses in the group to 
which I refer are being erected by 
builders. The matters :upon which I 







Mr. es Foster. ae noe the War a 
Commissioner building 


have touched are of sufficient importance ~ 


to warrant an MANO by the Go- 
/-vernment. 
Mr. Ropezars. —Or an answering state- 
“ment. 


| BLAKELEY.—I do not think — 


ae it is possible for the Honorary Min- 
_ ister to make a statement offhand with 
regard to the matters with which J have 
a. 
“satisfactorily explain the refusal of the 
_ Queensland Government to pay £150,000 
for a property which the War Service 
Homes Department has purchased for 
some £90 ,000 in excess of that amount, 
well and good, but personally I do not 
think that he can do so without an in- 
vestigation into the matter. I doubt 
ee _ whether without an investigation he is 
He in a position to satisfactorily explain the 
substitution of rough boards for tiles in 
_the case of one of the buildings in the 
Belmore group, or the faulty plans and 
_ sieeiBeation supplied by the Depart- 
cpment: “I think that these are all matters 
which require investigation by the Go- 
_Wernment. 
_Mr. HAY (New England) [4.51] sth 
Die yeuons which I have to make in 
| “connexion. with this Bill will be very 
: et It has struck me that in the ab- 
sence of definite information on the sub- 
ject most of the time taken up by pre- 
_ Vious speakers in discussing the question 
of the purchase of certain timber lands 
in Queensland has been wasted. 
: ‘Mx. BuakeLey.—The amount involved 
n the purchase must be added to ne 
i pe cost of the buildings. 
\ HAY.—That is all right if ie 
purchase is a good one. Most honorable 
_Maemlers appear to regard it as a doubtful 
| "purchase, ‘but-as a matte- of fact, no 
evidence on the matter which can be re- 
arded as definite has been submitted by 
hose who have addressed themselves to 
hat question. Several statements have 
een made, but they. have all been 
ifed by the words, ‘* Tf what I am 
is trve.’? In view of the business 
which is before this. Parliament, honorable 
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If the honorable gentleman can_ 


4 ielly refer. 


had gone through training a as a cadet. 


ft _ members must, realize that it is a waste of an 


One of them. unhappily, was killed, 


volunteers. 










































nes Ryan) saying, 
won't.” Iam not going to say aa ng 
on a question about which. I have n 
formation, and until definite evide: 
can be submitted concerning the mat 
it had better be left eon 


‘Aue is. with mH 
matter ae has ane been | “expla a 


It has reference to the pontee of ‘th & 
venturesoma young men who. enlisted, 
ee (aie unger me Ligeriees: age. 


ar had gone by wav of some conspir: 
should be “separated from those who went 
into the actual firing line to do thei 
duty. 1 hope that when that discrimi 
tion is made no one will be eG 
what he is justly entitled to. 
one particular case of a friend of. 
who had two sons who went to the 


the other received very high’ honours. fe 
had a third son. who was only fifteen 
years of age, and was still at school. T 
lad *disappeared from school, and 
father, knowing his desire, knew wher 
find him. ‘Three or four. days” after. 
disappearance he hits i to the Liver 


fifteen: years” of Bee »ariing as : 


some were very | ont th 






one will be ee of what he 
titled to. | 4 












men for whom our hearts yee 
to the maimed. As the Konia 
for Ballarat Oe pe toi 
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of men must also be a source of great 
‘mental affliction to them. We must treat 
such men in the most liberal way possible. 
' It would ke appalling to think that those 
~ who have done such valuable service for 
"their country, and suffered physically and 
> mentally by doing so, should be deprived 
"> of the comforts which a generous Go- 
"~~ vernment could give them. I am certain 
~~ ‘that honorable members, rather than see 
"such men deprived of that to which they 
~~ are reasonably entitled would forfeit a 
great deal personally. I believe they would 
"be prepared, for the length of this Par- 
» ~~ liament at any rate, to forfeit their in- 
- ereased parliamentary allowance in order 
_ that it might be offered for the benefit of 
these men. 
~~ ~We must all congratulate the Govern- 
+ -ment of this country, and particularly the 
- Minister for Repatriation (Senator E. D. 
~ Millen) on the magnificent work which 
~ has been done. in repatriating and 
settling our returned soldiers. If we look 
_ back to a period eighteen months ago, the 
' maenitude of the task then confronting 
us of repatriating some 260,000 soldiers 
was almost terrifying, but the work. that 
has been done is herculean. The under- 
‘taking was one which neither the people 
nor the Government had ever previously 
_ been associated with, and it is perfectly 
_ marvellous that this stupendous work has 
_ been done,in the way, and in the time, 
in which it has been performed. Mistakes 
"were inseparable from the performance of 
such a task. It is of no use to say now 
_ what might have been done, but I believe 
_ that the country, the returned soldiers and 
the peovle, are to be congratulated upon 
what has been accomplished. 
-. Mr. RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 
_[4.59].—_I agree with the concluding re- 
marks of the honorable member who has 
' |. just resumed his seat. A very great deal 
- has been done that deserves the highest 
‘praise, but that does not preclude reason- 
able and proper criticism of the work in 
\ hand. Honorable members know that I 
~ do not approach the discussion of this 
question in any spirit of carping criticism. 
_ I rezret very much indeed that we 
1 have not the fullest information on the 
particular matter about which most of 
- the d’scussion on this Bill hay taken place. 
I understand that some papers which the 
Minister requires before he makes his reply 
have not yet come to hand. It would 
have been infinitely better had the Go- 
vernment held over the discussion on the 
second reading of this Bill until those 
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members. on both 
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papers had arrived, because honorable 
sides) want a full 
and complete statement from the Minister, 
which we have not yet had. In the ab- 
sence of such a statement, I for one will 
want the provision in this Bill relating te 
the almost unlimited authority of the 
Commissioner considerably tightened up. 
Indeed, even apart from a complete state- 
ment from the Minister, I should imagine 
honorable members generally would see 
the necessity for doing this. When the 
War Service Homes Bill was before the 
House on the last occasion I assented with 
a good deal of mental reservation to the 
granting of these enormous powers to the 
Commissioner; and. if my Memory serves 
me right, I fancy that the Honorary Min- 
ister (Mr. Rodgers), the honorable mem- 
ber for Dampier (Mr. Gregory), and 


others were with me, but in the meantime 


I am prepared—indeed, I am obliged te 
do so—to allow the matter to stand over 
until we*get a full and complete statement 
in regard to the acquisition of the Queens- 
land saw-mills and timber areas. 

I want now to refer to the competition 
of the War Service Homes Commissioner 
with State activities in the matter of pro- 
viding houses for returned soldiers. In 
some instances it is absolutely unjusti-- 
fiable. When the Minister for Repatria- 
tion (Senator Millen) was visiting the 
various States feeling his way and arrang- 
ing for this gigantic work, to which he has 
given such an enormous amount of energy 
and thought, as he has generally in regard 
to all repatriation matters, I advised him 
to look at the work which had been done 
for the past e:‘ght or nine years by the 
State Bank of South Australia on behalf 
of the State Government in the direction 
of providing homes for civillans—work 
which I have not seen equalled anywhere, 
and which compares more than favorably 
with what has been done by the War Ser- 
vice Homes Commissioner, more particu- 
larly in Victoria. The more I have looked 
into this question of the competition of 
Government activities since it was first 
raised in this House by South Australian 
members, the more I have become con- 
vinced that the State Bank of South Aus- 
tralia was providing homes at £100 per 
house less than the cost of similar homes 
built in any other State. | 

Dr. Matoney.—Under the Workers’ 
Homes Act of Western Australia houses 
are provided at from £150 to £200 less” 
than the cost of similar houses in Victoria. 
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a - should: the: War perme Homes | igen wien 
- gioner be so anxious to come in with his 


|S Soe and interfere with it? A little | 


while ago honorable members had the: op- 
portunity of seeing samples of the mee 
done in South Australia, and many pri- 
vate contractors in Melbourne came into 
Queen’ s Hall to examine the. designs. 
- Several of them said to me that they did 
not know how the houses could have been 
- built for what they cost. Yet in spite of all 
- this, and in spite of our protests: against 
the War Service Homes Commissioner ex- 
tending his operations to South Australia 
“and competing against the excellent work 
_ that was being done by the State Bank 
under the authority of the State Govern- 


ment, which found the money, he is still 





Wistar med to do so. 
Sir GRANVILLE Ryriz.—When is hon- 
ae member claims that the State Go- 
vernment finds the money, I hope that 
he remembers that it was the Common- 
wealth Government which lent it to them. 
i oy Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The hon- 
erable. ‘member is not quite correct, be- 
-eause the South Australian ‘Government 
found the money, and was responsible for 
Neues building of these homes long before 
oe Commonwealth Act was passed. or 
_even before the Department of Repatria- 
_ tion” was established, and its terms in re- 
_ -Bpect to interest and the period of repay- 
ment were even more liberal than,those 
contained i in the War Service Homes Act. 
Mr. Bery.—Is the South. Australian 
Si Geninant willing to continue this work 
without help? ‘ 
| Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. ee shall 
come to that matter in a moment. When 








tive 


a jon taken up by the Commissioner—I 

had a strong feeling at the time that he 
“Was uot expressing his own views, but 
those of the Commissioner—he retaliated 


a the Minister set out to defend. the posi-— 








that. the South Australian Government 
were not providing homes for soldiers - 
- whose earnings amounted to more than 
‘The South Australian Go- 











£350 a year,, 
vernment immediately replied that they 
vould also take in hand the matter’ of 
providing homes for soldiers whose sala- 


- Government would find the money, and 
that they would carry ont this additional 
work at the cost of only 14 per cent., to 


| “RICHARD POSTER. oe 
aoe Ee aaliaut: werk mae being done, why  ; 


they undertook to Dorit also hor 
rr 


Commissioner ey to oaeee. oe 


matter of buying and building homes 


eb, ought. not to exist. 


which has resulted in the State Go 


ries exceeded £350 a year if the Federal — 


" supervision, snes ka Livonia’ and 1 


Tt is not in the interests 0 





the work of the State Government in 
South aie the natural. result W 


of pretty nearly £100 a house. | 
of all materials rose at once. y 
honorable members will bear this. fact i 

mind when we get into Committee, . 
cause we ought to be 1 in a position to ka 


as 
‘Mr. eka ca vitat has not. 


ties. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER- hae i, 
deplorable instance: of overlapping, an 
‘Surely the We 
Service Homes. Commissioner: had we rk 
of anecwiat magnitude in other: ‘par of 








into: a competition in Sone “Aust als 


ment pulling out of the business. of u 
ing soldiers’ homes? Res 

Mr. Tupor.—Does the honorable 
ber advocate that: oe Commonwealt 


? Australia. 
devoted his energies. to the. Se of Ne 
Routh Wales, eens ian. a Eeoihen me 


aire) do. 
for ee OOS ins nn 
analysis, hé is responsible, throug] 
ee fore up Neos 
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in “now, it ne do for the building of 
uses for soldiers with an income of 
er £350 a year. At any rate, the re- 
it of the disastrous competition insti- 
ted by the War Service Homes Com- 
‘missioner is that building materials are 
yractically unobtainable in Adelaide to- 
lay. Last week I went to every estab- 
ishment in that city to try to buy cement, 
a ‘and could not secure a single cask. I+ is 
the same with all classes of building ma- 
ial. Thus the action of one Govern- 
nt in competing against another not 
: a affects both Governments, but also 
nas a very. bad reflex influence on the 
os of homes for civilians, which are 
30 badly needed in this country. I hope 
hat honorable members will look into 
his: question in a rational way, and de- 
ermine in no uncertain manner that the 
mm of compétition to which I have 
Tawn attention is decidedly injurious to 
“ery one concerned. 


‘Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [5.14].— 
indorse the remarks made by the hon- 
able member for Wakefield (Mr. 
ichard Foster). He has clearly shown 
the advantages which the South Austra- 
n Government possess in the matter of 
alding houses, and I regret that the 
mmonwealth, Government, when set- 
ing out on this class of undertaking, did 
at at once utilize existing State activi- 


the houses built at Narrogen, in Western 
Australia, under the provisions of the 
orkers'Homes Act in force inthat State. 
honorable members saw the stan- 
rdized plans issued in booklet form by 
» Western Australian Government, they 
uld admit that the homes provided are 
y comfortable indeed. At a minimum 
Of cost 4nd at a minimum of rental, work- 
nen can get absolute ownership. Large 
locks are allowed at Narrogin of which 
the rental is 10s. per six months. If a 
“worker leaves his occupation there he is 
ble to sell to the man who takes his 
lace on the railway, and the Govern- 
ment so arrange things that there is abso- 
Inte equity in the transfer. I am sure, 
rom knowledge which I have gained from 
one who made a specialty of going round 
nd seeing the buildings spoken of by 


| S Richard Foster), that those places in Ade- 
aide are pizeelly pee to Rate of the 
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Let me point out the instance of . 


the honorable member for Wakefield (Mr. 


Homes Bill. | 


kind in any of the States, and coll 
enough for any one to live in. ar 

Mr. Jowxrr._Why should the Com- 
monwealth interfere with that? : 

Dr, MALONEY.—The honorable mem 
ber knows the trouble. that oceurred in 
this House about a certain architect who, — 
I believe, is related to the Governor of 
the Commonwealth Bank, and who has all 
these dainty tit-bits put into “his lap 
against the whole. of the architects of Aus- — 
tralia. Why should not the work of thea ~ 
Commonwealth Bank be open to competi- 
tion by every architect in the Coms — 
monwealth? But no, forsooth, one 
is favoured who is a relative at the — 
lately titled gentleman who rules the Com- — 
monwealth Bank, and who is the boss of — 
all around. Any architect will agree that, 
in building the soldiers’ homes, if diver- 
sity is wanted, only about fifty standar- 
dized plans would be sufficient for the — 
whole of Australia, with variations for 
certain States. For instance, in the far 
north of Queensland, a house is needed 
that will give coolness and shade; whereas, — 
in what I have heard honorable members 
call the desperate climate of Melbourne, 






we want something that will assure more 


warmth than in the more genial climates. — 
There are worse climates in the world 
than that of Melbourne, but I must admit 
that there are many far better in Aug: _ 
tralia. : 
I welcome the determination of the Go- e 
vernment to secure their own timber sup- 
plies. So long as they are not charged 
an unfair sum the transaction will be a — 
lesson for future Governments to follow. — 
I wish that the late Sir. Thomas Bent 
were now Premier of Victoria, because 
then we should not be crying out for 
timber, bricks, and cement in this State. _ 
If the Commonwealth Government have 
not the power, it should seek power from 
the House to seize any brickworks that — 
are closed down by monopolies, because 
such works should not be allowed to re 


main in the hands of those who are essen- 


tially exploiters of the community. Sir 
Thomas Bent, as Premier of Victoria, 
set. brickworks going, and reduced the — 
price of bricks all round. He thus saved 
the State of Victoria many thousands of 
pounds. I mention this as an example for 
the Commonwealth Government - follow. 

in regard to its building needs. I should — 
like to see it take over also. timber: works | i 











Lat letter from one of the big merchants 
here, stating not only that he could not 
eee cement at the present moment, but 
that he did not know when he would be 
‘in a position to do so. That is a terrible 
Male: of affairs, with the population in- 
_ €reasing, and a growing demand for 
homes, and the unfair raising of rents 
that is going on. As the liomaraine member 
"for. Wakefield justly said, the first duty 
‘of the Government is to those who offered 

their lives at the Front; but their next 

— duty — is ta the citizens of Australia, who 

require proper accommodation in whieh 

to live and bring up that best of all 
ppemizrante, the Australian baby: . © - 

I was very pleased to hear the honor- 

“able member for Parkes (Mr. Marr) ask 

the Prime Minister whether the Govern- 
ment would favorably consider the ques- 

tion of issuing Canberra bonds, similar 
to, those issued by the Island of Guern- 

_ sey, and thus afford the people of Aus- 

tralia an opportunity to invest their 
‘money in the building of necessary ad- 


"ministrative and parliamentary offices at» 


- Canberra, The Prime Minister’s answer 
+was that an opportunity for discussing 
_ these matters would be afforded in con- 
-nexion with the Estimates. This Bill. I 
gana affords an even more suitable 
opportunity for suggesting the adoption 
a the Commonwealth of what has proved 
‘to be one of the finest financial experi- 
ments the world has, ever seen. 
etalon is given bv Mr. J. Theodore 
“Harris, B.A., in his book, An Haample of 
Communal Currency, published in 1911, 
a copy of which can be read in a couvle 
of hours in the Parliamentary Library. 
In the early part of last century it was 
_very difficult for municipal bodies to bor- 
‘row money on the London market. The 
eroteonic wars were then in progress, 





those days as they were just prior to the 
fate horrible war. In the l-ttle island of 
Guernsey, which was never conquered by 
England, but which came to England by 
_Marriage—and some of tie Guernsey 
Cc ‘claim that it was they who in- 
: Me waded and conquered England with the 

- Normans—there was a ve-y narrow street, 

about 10 feet wide, which was lumbered 
: up: with stalls for the sale of meat, fish, 

and produce, to such an extert that some- 






times as. many as twenty carts would have | 


bie ‘to i cae at one Povey of the town be- 





eee ee works, if od on my dak to-day : 


ea Yes,” 


ing property was-owned by the m 


full + 


and advances were not as easily made in 


: producing, 


scale, in the Victorian Houee of Asser 


: ose that ee had bopremet a 






























































eK llotaer. ba ve cob ‘carts | vo 
neta The Kasia was: a man oO 


oe Berth or Mr hes ce a 
you?’ When the townspeople _ 
he replied, ‘‘ Well, why 
you build your market yourselves io 
put forward the great idea of issuing ct 

eo. notes ny that one purpose, and oe 





Daniel De Lis’ e Beoue Nicholas sae 
and eae Lukis, carried into execu oF 


and Hope ea also agreed, Thad LI 
cipality had the land, the market 7 
erected, and every stall was let. 
narrow streets were cleared of all ae 
stallho'ders! Then on certain appoir 
days as many notes as had been rece 
in payment of the rents of the ma 
stalls were burnt, ane, in addition, 


noes was Reese and a el 


pality for ever. A copy of the accounts 

given at page 19 of Mr. ie | book 

shows the following :— 3 
Market accounts for. 1826—_ 


March, 1826, £400; 
1826, £420; ae March, 1827, 
- total, £942. 


To give an obi on a one 
sitting in this very, chamber, py Tr 


the eeoduntion of a return own 
debts of Victoria. The informati 


about £59 000. ,000, “but 
after some fifty years, 
ee Victoria had issued 


ulways aad Rag. stock aa guaran- 

d by its own Government, and if on 
ppointed day each year thereafter an 
t of the notes corresponding to the 
unt of interest paid had been burnt, 
Se would have been Wied. out, and 


am very glad of the success of the late 
but it would have been as well for 
rs ‘Government, in the 
e of Australia, to ask the wealth of 
Australia to advance free of interest. the 
sum. a to build these homes for the 
St _ This would have been peed 


acoe ted, and over 37 per cent. actually 
; et he shores of Australia for the Front, 


eas. ‘the wealth of Acawahs was 
timated | by Mr. Knibbs at the com- 
nencement of the war to be worth 
, strange to say, its 

increased during the war by 
,000, 000. If those who own Aus- 

s wealth had resvonded freely to 

. _request from the Government, it 

uld ave been a great and meritorious 
on their — There are wealthy 

I believe, if ap- 


b wing the: bonds as Vice wera able to 
eem them. The return from every 
ene for soldiers, from every 
: sieeh were ieee and 


b 


yeen ear-marked for the purpose of » 


ing the bonds. and the Government 


ve charged the soldiers much less 


‘annum for the War Service Homes 
ey are charging now. The amounts 

h h the returned soldiers have to pay_ 
for their houses every year are very large. 
ly, in thirty years the homes will 
ng to them or their descendants, but 

we had followed the Guernsey example 
rould have been cleared of debt at 

f, say, thirty-three or fifty years, 
whole pepceon Me not have 


There cal ‘be no store to pay ‘ 
there is one one definite Later 
system. — H 
each reproductive ome ane which ‘simi- 


lar notes would be issued—must be 


marked to the special work for w 
they were issued; and, at certain da 
certain amounts should be destro 
otherwise, of course, great loss wo 
occur. ee 
With respect to the future of Au 
tralia, the repatriation of hundreds 


iousnude of soldiers and sailors, and, 


hope, of many more sturdy represent 
tives of our Allies, is a problem not only 
of continental interest, but one of IL 
perial significance. Mr. Deakin aske 
us to think continentally. Others hay: 


urged us to think imperially. We a 


to consider both continentally and 

perially when» called upon to ‘sett 
300,000 men on the land, and—connected 
with their various industries—carry cout 
our promises. Consequently, I approach 
this question in its broadest aspect. The 
model in the Library shows the physica 
features of Australia and emphasizes the 


fact that two-thirds of the continent are 


waterless, from the surface point of view 
While we talk of land settlement it car 
only be accomplished in a comprehensive. 
and effective manner after studying the 
physical aspect, the lack of surface water 
and the necessity for conserving eve 
drop that falls in the catchment aree 
and of utilizing it for the purposes 
settlement. The late Lord Forrest, by 


ne act, guided by the geniu 


the . hydraulic engineer, ‘O'Connor 
i splendid courage, pumped water to 
Kalgoorlie, reticulated many square mil 


of country, and made it possible for t 


Western Australian, gold-fields centres” 
be permanently inhabited. 

The same principles are ‘applica 
right through Australia. So far as la a 
settlement is concerned, I believe the tn 
policy to be found in the employment upon 
developmental work of returned - cola ne 
who wish to settle on the land... They . 
should spend half their time on devel y 
mental work, and the other half on 
farms or orchards. This seems to m 
be a policy eminently befitting the 


quirements of brave men who dared. any y 


danger on the battlefield and who 8. 
pioneers, are built.of the right materia 

to reclaim vast areas in the interior, and — 
to bring them within the zone of useful- : 


ness and Gd pepnotl aie ; in other words, 





quote the following extract . from 
breth’s dotion Study— 


basins, 


-wowld be insignificant. 


year to year ; 
tifically applied to. such soil, the more 


bricks. 
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make Australia one of the Mecaeries of 
the world. I cannot here do better than 
Gul- 


Professor N. S. Shaler astounded the world 
when he ealled attention to the tremendous 


waste caused by the rain washing the fertile 


soil of the ploughed ground to the brooks, to 
the rivers, and to. the seas, there to be lost 
for ever. While the waste from the soil wash- 
ing to the sea is a slow but sure national 
calamity, it is negligible compared with the 


“loss each year due’ to wasteful motions made 


by the workers of our country. In fact, if the 


“workers of. this country were taught the pos- 
‘gible economies of motion study, there would 


be a saving in labour beside which the. cost 
of building and operating tremendous settling 
and the transporting of this fertile 
goil back to the land from whence it came, 
Besides, there would 
still be a surplus of labour more than large 
enough to develop every water power in the 
country, and build and. maintain enough wind 
engines to supply the heat, light, and power 


wants of mankind; 


lt has often been remarked how, when 


water has been added to an arid land, 


wonderful crops are the result. A great 
American scientist has found that the 
potash salts, which are generally washed 
away where rainfall is too heavy, are 
retained im arid. land and collected from 
so that, when water is scien- 


In 
As 


marvellously fertile it becomes. 
Egypt will be found vivid examples. 


a traveller goes through that land he will 
note, on the one hand, the whole country- 


side in a state of abundant fertility—for 


there, the life-giving water has been sup- 


plied; while, on the other hand there is 
death—for there, the science of irriga- 


tion has not heen applied. 


I hope the Government will see to it, 
in all-their dealings, that there shall he 
no further rabbiies of the people such 
as occurred in respect of the wheat opera- 


tions, wherein millions of bushels disap- 


peared. JI commend the Government for 
their action in respect of the Queensland 
timber mills, and I trust that they will 


extend operations in the matter of secur- 


ing necessary supplies of cement and 
God knows that I have had to 
hold up to scorn and loathing various of 
the reeulations issued under the War Pre- 
cautions Act. But why should not the 
Government now issue one more regula- 
tion, which would put an effective stop 
2) nrofitesring 3 in bricks and cement, and 


eh ¥ -Tespect of every. line Ot material Te- 


Dr MM rina 
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| paiite: nee the bailing of ‘oa jones 


this Parhament, the 


‘greatest Ade natin for. the Minister for. 

















































I recognise that, in view of the opinions 
held by many of their supporters outside 
Government have 
taken a big: and. bold step in respect of 
the timber deals; but now they should ~ 
go straight ahead and similarly secure 
all requisite supplies for the establish- 
ment of Australia’s soldier men in their i 
own homes. ate 

Mr, MARES (Wentworth) [5. 411. ug 
One of the outstanding remarks whieh — 
I noted during this afternoon’s debate 
had to do with the Government’s timber 
project in Queensland. I do not profess 
to know anything about timber, but one 
statement. of the honorable member for 
Darling (Mr.. Blakeley) was so serious 
that it deserves closest consideration 
and investigaition. I refer to the remarks 
of the honorable member in which he 
indicated that he had had a conversation — 
with one of those who had held an option — 
over aproperty whichthe Government have 
just obtained, and who had said, in effect, — 
that! the Goveramontulnd patid: £100,000. 
more for it than the figure at which these 
gentlemen had turned.it down. Until 1 
heard that statement, I had intended to 
say that JI had, personally, the very 


Resin hewn (Senator Millen), and for 
what he has done. I still hold that 
opinion of him. And I am sure, even 
now, that the Minister could not have ‘ 
been a party to the Queensland proposi- 
tion until and unless he had made himself — 
familiar with all there was to know. - 
certainly hope that, now that the projec 
has gone so far, it will turn out success- 
fully. and will expedite the building of 
homes for soldiers. There have not been 

many bouquets thrown at the Minister 
for Repatriation during this debate; but 
if one studies the facts and figures which 
have been made public regarding War 
Service Homes, one can only say that a 
most creditable position has been revealed 
The statistics were summarized in. the 
course of the Budget speech, delivered 
last week. The Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) stated that, to the 30th June dast 
the total expenditure in connexion with — 
this phase of repatriation work amounted 
to £4,961,000.. This represented adminis- 
trative ohakgest £120,000; and expenditu 
upon loan funds, £4, 844 000. That latter 
amount is ‘recoverable from succes Ea. 








eants for homes. ‘This is the re 


cable feature :-—~ 
cost. of. (a from the 6th 


h, 1919, was 2.4 per cent., and for the 
financial year cll 20,. 2.3. per cent. 








ae of activities ‘oming 
antic amounts. Up to the 30th June,. 
24 5992 ay had ve re- 





O sha in an tio the spur cation of 
Idiers than could Australia. I quite 
‘ee with him, but cinta ain tanifey that 


bie of complaints. This a hebaoon I 
been turning over in my own mind 
, sixty or seventy cases that have been 
ib pares a hands, and the  com- 


on Eaaiae of the delay i in respect of coe 
's application. For this Senator 
en cannot be blamed. One digger 
ad written six letters te the Department 
and had not received any acknowledg- 
ment. ile had also visited the office of 


T sent 
and in 


oat: practically Sled out 
is letter on to Senator Millen, 


5 proves that if the hue 
of any delay wilfully caused, the 


ly so, for every digger naturally 
hat his case is the most impor- 
‘My experience has been that when 
nts are brought under the notice 
e Department, the soldier gets a 
eal. I should like the Assistant 
L ister (Mr. Rodgers) to inform me 
hether deposits are asked for in every 
The Bill says that the Commis- 
ioner may ask for a deposit, but I think 
the. wish of the House, when the prin- 
% cipal Act was under consideration, was 
that deposits should not be insisted upon. 
In several cases that have come under 
ay notice during the last few days, de- 
s have been asked for. 

Roperrs.- 
icy, the deposits are not required. 







the. demand 


eweaeee 1990. 


Ea ripenible will be punished. “And 


—As a matter of. general. 


MARKS.—-I am. glad to hear that, 
for a deposit, eauses: 
; He of ae erick: ae the. 





He ae Bal 











tion fee is collected in every c ; 
was informed yesterday that Gace : 
ferent houses for Leni one soldier me d 















ane. but ihe unten fee of £1 1s. 
charged in respect of each. . That 1s a 
charge that might very well be waived, 
because the Department can surely em 
ploy a number of valuators to do this 
work at small cost, and thus relieve : the 
digger of an additional expense, | 
Mr. Rovezrs.£-No fee is charged — for 
valuations bv departmental officers. 
Mr. MARKS, 7 My next complaint is 
important. «. A’ soldier attending a hos-- 
pital as an ‘out- “patient is not discharged — 
and is still wearing his uniform; yet he 
cannot apply for a war service home 
until he is discharged. That seems a: 
greab hardship. I have in mind the in- 
stance of a returned soldier who is ap 
out-patient at Randwick Hospital, where 
he is beg treated for gassing. Hey i 
living in a house which he is afraid he 
will lese, and has made application Loe 
the War Service Homes Department for — 
assistance. « He has been informed that - 
his application cannot be dealt with until ©) 
he receives his discharge. I ask the et 
sistant Minister to look into that matter. 
Mr. Ropgers.—There was a very clear 
understanding as to when the Defence” 
Department's. obligation ceased and the 
Repatriation Department’s obligation 
commenced. It would be difficult to 
admit some cases and refuse others. eae 
Mr. MARKS.—I admit that, but ehéen © 
hospital cases are not numerous. J again — 
ask for the Bymepathy of the House for the — 
members of the Royal Australian Naval | 
Brigade. I endeavoured, without success, 
to persuade Parliament to extend the war 
gratuity to those men. Now they, are 
excluded from the War Service Homes 
Act. When the war broke out the members 
of the Brigade were liable under the 
Defence Act to be sent on foreign service ;/ 
indeed, a very large percentage of them 
asked to be sent abroad, but they were 
all retained for home service on. th 
ground that they were indispensable, On 
a former occasion the '\Treasurer- (Sir 
Joseph Cook) informed me, by interjec- 
tion, that any man who had been engaged 
in mine-sweeping or patrol work would 
receive the gratuity. Under this Bill it 
appears that members of the Royal Aus- 
tralian Naval Brigade, unless they were 
Wa CY on a Mod of war. riermmeenl acquire 
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8 war service ue, 
will interpret the words ‘ 
ay Generally, a 
the white ensign, although it may not 


War Service 


‘ ship of war. 
ship of war Is one that flies 


have a gun or even a revolver on board. 
t, personally, was scouting for submarines 


m the North Sea with a little vessel that 


eG absolutely unarmed except for four 


revolvers and six rifles; 
considered @ ship of war 


and yet she was 
Fortunately 


for. me the bluff came off. “The members 


of the Naval Brigade in many cases 


: worked outside the thrée mile limit in 
i patrolling and sweeping the approaches 


to Melbourne and Sydney 


eads and on 


axamination duties. Perhaps they were 


net in as much danger as were men whe? 


Wolf was on ie coast.’ 
3 actual danger, 


went abroad, but mines were found in | 


, and the German raider 
They were in 
but they did not get the 


Anstralian waters 


war gratuity, and now they are not to be 


allowed to get a war service home; they 
get nothing. 


T do not think that is fair 
treatment, Fatal IT ask the Government to 


, reconsider the matter. 


‘Ropecers.—I have taken a very 


a. note of the honorable member’s 
3 Peak 
Royal 


but I think the members of the 
ustralian Garrison Artillery are 


in exactly the same position. 


My. MARKS. —They are; I admit that 


my” request is widening the ‘field of assist- 


ance, 


‘and in these days of financial 


. stringency it is hard for the Government 


te acquiesce. 
% workers, 


Service Homes Act. 
excluded are those men who did magni- 


But munition workers, war 
and nurses, rightly so,- are 
being included in the benefits of the War 
The only persons 


feent service with the Naval Brigade. 


Mr. Ropgurs.—Whilst they were not 


actually in the danger zone, yet if a raider 
had got through they would have heer in 
very reak danger. | 





Mr. 
in Australian waters, and laid 
en subsequently 
I am delighted that the 


- from £700 to £800. For some months I 
_ have pressed the Minister for Repatriation 


(Senator Millen), the Prime Minister (Mr. 


_ Hughes), and the Assistant Minister for 


| Defence (Sir Granville Rvrie) to have the 


unt increased, and I have urged that 
tion wag necessary, because many 
vi were being bee ano through 
the extra £100. ouses are 





i do nou neve “who adaisional £100 wil be | 


pleted. 


iieuta to the Department, and part 


ry MARKS. the: olny Wolf was 
4 actually 

the mines which these. 
swept up.” 
amount to be advanced is to be increased 





















































soldiers. 


apply also ‘to cases in Dicks the “ ' digge 
has had to Fee from his own BY 


iy 


fee 


bik get a ee 

‘Mr. Roperrs. ee will Fie eae 
any transaction that appears in the b 
of the bei aean 2 as Breviee see c 


PRS yr) aa pala mee eal 





Mr. MARKS. ee again pay aw r 


larly to Senator Millen, for the enormoa 
amount of nore that has been achieved, 


done. The cet ttaks of the ap t 
have given great satisfaction to the 
mete ey of returned soldiers. 


as a as the men "shee ma 
wish, but the Department attempts ti 
give a fair deal in every instance, 

know that the Assistant Minister (y 
Rodgers) will give consideration to t 
cases of hospital out-patients, and the 
claims of the Royal Australian Nay 
Brigade. I assure him that the latte 
feel their position keenly; notwithstand- 
ing their magnificent work they receive 
no benefits whatever. ~One man pointe 
out to me in Melbourne recently ‘that t 
old Protector went on what was Poe 


ce 


on ‘‘a ship of war’? they got the bene 
fits under this Act, and under the. Wai 
Gratuity Act. 
danger when travelling to Cocos Tal 
at that period than were the men 
were working off al and Port 
ie Heads. 


ing intense dissatisfaction, ane ei oma 
to have the Assistant Minister’ S as 


ance that they will receive consideration, — 


Mr. RYAN (West. Sydney) [5.59]. 
am sure ae had: pponorabie, eras 










thas Tae or 80 many Soldiers om a ; 
ai Gehan” ; pr ap of y . . 
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War Service 


Ki as Honorable members will give cor- 
a ~ dial support.to any measure that will tend 
_ to relieve the present shortage of houses 
or liberalize the terms upon which finan- 
_ cial assistance may be given to those who 
desire to establish homes for themselves. 
I am glad that the amount of the ad- 
vance for a soldier’s home has been in- 
_ creased from £700 to £800. But I now 
desire to direct the attention of the Assist- 
- ant Minister (Mr. Rodgers) to one or two 
matters which have been placed before 
me. The first is that several soldiers 
who desired to obtain homes for them- 
_ selves—homes which were already erected 
_ and which had to be purchased from the 
_ existing owners—allege that they were 
~ compelled to put up a deposit of 10 per 
_ cent. of the total amount of the purchase 
- money. Perhaps the Assistant Minister 
_ will be good enough to tell me by way of 
- interjection whether that is so. 
Mr. Ropcers.—Before giving a reply 
I would require to see the specific pro- 
ection: 
» Mr... RYAN.—The case to which I 
~ refer is that of a soldier who selected a 
» home near Sydney. Its purchase price 
' was £700, and before he selected it he 
was given to understand that the full 
» amount of the purchase money would be 
a advanced to him by the Department. 





“ay Bag 2 > 








~ But when he came to complete the con-. 


' tract he was told by the departmental 
" officials that he was required to lodge a 
+ deposit of £70. 

Mr. Ropcers.—It is very difficult to 





_ deal with specific cases upon meagre de- 


tails. If the applicant were prepared 
. to bring his purchase under the War 

_ Service Homes scheme in every respect, 
a the full amount would be paid by the 
* Department. But if he desired to get 
_ ¢onditions, which would enable him to 
become the owner of a house, and exe- 
_ cute. a mortgage over it, he would be 
_ Yequired to lodge a deposit of 10 per 
i cent. 

Mr. RYAN.—I am quite satisfied that 
the applicant of whom I am speaking 
would have been very glad to acquire a 
“home under the conditions first mentioned 
by the Assistant Minister. It was very 
hard for him to be obliged to let the deal 





- lapse. I made a telephone inquiry in 
> regard to it from the departmental officers 
in Sydney, and I was assured by them 
ey. that a deposit of 10 per cent. was neces- 
sS sary, ipecaase, of the hesvy drain = hen the 
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Treasury consequent upon the large num- 
ber of applications for these homes. 

Mr. Roperrs.—That is aya. not 
the policy of the Government. 

Mr. RYAN.—I 4m very glad to hear 
it. 

Mr. Rovcers.——If the honorable : mem-~ 
ber will give me the details of the case T 
will inquire into it, 

Mr. RYAN.—As a matter of: tact, if 
did communicate with the Department: in 
regard to it, but, so far—I admit that I 
have not gone through the whole of my 
correspondence for to-day—lI have received 
no reply indicating that a deposit of 10 
per cent. was not required. I shall 
support the protest which has been made’ 
by some. honorable members in regard to 
the policy of the Government in declining 
to make advances for War Service Homes 
to persons who enlisted when under age. 
I shall not delay the House by elaborating 
the reasons for my action, because these 
have been so well put by honorable mem- 
bers who have preceded me. I shall con- 
tent myself with voicing my support of 
the arguments whichs they advanced 

Mr. Ropemrs —Many of which are not 
well founded. 

Mr. RYAN.—I do not say that, [* 
would like to understand the meaning of 
the statement which has*been made by 
the Assistant Minister. It has been as- 
serted that soldiers who enlisted under . 
age are to be denied the benefits of this 
measure. ‘That is the charge. Is it true 
or not? 

Mr. Ronegers.—The honorable member 
supports the charge; but the charge does 
not lie. There is nothing in the principal 
Act to prevent persons who enlisted when 
under age from obtaining the benefits of 
that measure. 

Mr. RYAN.—But the fact remains 
that, in the administration of the Act, 
those who enlisted under age are denied 
its advantages. | 

Sir Granvitte Ryrme.—Not all of 
them. Perhaps the honorable member 
did not hear my explanation of the matter 
the other afternoon. 

Mr. RYAN.—TI did not. 

Mr. Ropverers.—Every member of fic 
Australian Imperial Force, subject to the 
tests prescribed by the ‘Act, is eligible: to. 
participate in this housing scheme, .,., 

Mr. RYAN.—Then is there nothing 
in the suggestion that certain. soldiers 





have been refused the benefits conferred 


PRL Siet soe ctA 
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by the Act, on the ground that they were 
under age when they enlisted? | 

‘Mr. Rovcrrs.—There is nothing either 
in the suggestion or in the definite state- 
ments which have been made. 

"Mr RYAN—TI can assure the honor- 
able gentleman that a soldier made that 
definite statement to me in Sydney. 
‘Mr. Marxs.—There was something in 
it, but there is net now. 

~ Mr. RYAN.—Then the evil did exist, 
but has been removed? 

Mr. Marxs.—I understand that that is 
the position. 

“Mr, RYAN.—I ‘am very glad. of the 
honorable member’s interjection, because 
it has enabled me tio understand the posi- 
tion much better than did that of the 
Minister, 

Mr. Marxs.—If the position is not as 
I have stated it, I ask the Assistant Min- 
ister: to correct me. 

Mr. RYAN.—I also support the re- 
marks of the honorable member for New- 
castle (Mr. Watkins) in regard to the 
‘need for widening the clause which deals 
with the definition of ‘‘ eligibles.’’ He 
‘referred to the fact, that representatives 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
are entitled to the benefits which will be 
conferred by this Bill. I entirely approve 
of their inclusion in it. I think that they 
rendered splendid service overseas. But 


when I was upon the other side of the. 


water I also observed that splendid ser- 
vice was rendered iby the Salvation Army 
and other similar bodies. J think that the 
same advantages should be extended to 
them as are being extended tothe Young 
Men’s Christian Association. 

Mr. RodcErs.—Let me answer the hon- 
orable member by saying that anybody 
whose services were accepted in the dan- 
ger zone is eligible to participate in the 
advantages which will be conferred by this 
Bill, whether they be members of the Sal- 
vation Army or of the Young Men’. 
Christian Association, 

Mr. RYAN.—Then what is the purpose 
of narrowing the definition of ‘‘ eligible’ ? 

“Mr. Ropcrrs.—f will explain that 
matter more fully at a later stage. 

Mr. RYAN.—It appears to me that 
_ the Government have singled out the 
. Young Men’s Christian Association for 
- special treatment, and have.excluded from 
» the provisions of the Bill other : bodies 


4 who certainly. didi excellent work...  « 
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not the case. 


‘it appears to honorable members at the 


the same time I quite recognise the 










Wa 


a Homes Bill. eu 


Mr. Ropvcers.—I can ae the hon 
orable member very definitely that that : 


Mr. RYAN.—That is the way in which 
present time. If an amendment be neces- 
sary to widen the definition of ‘‘eligibles,” 
so as to make it include members of the 
Salvation Army and similar bodies, T 
shall have very much pleasure in support- 
ing it. Bigs nae 
A good deal has been said during this ~~ 
debate concerning the purchase by the — 
Government of saw-mills and timber 
lands in Queensland. I agree with those 
honorable members. who have contended 
that net only is it desirable that Parliae 
ment should approve of the policy of such 
a purchase, but that when such a large — 
sum of money is involved, it should also ve 
approve of the actual transaction... Ib || 
has’ been suggested that the Queensland 
Government embarked upon the business ~ 
of saw-milling without having consulted — 
Parliament. The Queensland Govern- 
ment, which was returned to power in’ _ 


1915, did’ embark upon State enterprises, ; 


such as State cattle stations, State meat 
shops, State saw-mills, State coal ‘mines, _ 
&e. But they embarked upon that 
policy after having been returned by the — 
people of that State, and after that 
policy had been submitted to the electors. 
It was part of the programme of the 
Government of which I was the head— ~ 
a programme which was outlined by me 
at. Barcaldine in 1915. It was then ~ 
specifically laid down ‘that we stood for 
a policy of State enterprise, and we 
enumerated the character of. the -enter- — 
prises that we intended to undertake, if He 
we were returned to power. Having 
thus received a mandate from the people, 
we gave effect to it, and when any pur- 
ehase took place the amount of such pur- 
chase was put upon the Estimates and. 
was voted by Parliament. In regard to 
the recent purchase by the Common- 
wealth Government of saw-mills and tim- 
ber lands in Queensland, I entirely agree’ 
with the policy which has been adopted. — 
Thus far I am with the Government, At 
















cogency of the arguments of those who 
contend that even that policy should b 
approved by Parliament or by voter 
people. But, in this specific case, it 
appears that there are surrounding cir- 
cumstances which ‘make it desirable that 












































«the t: nsaction healed be farthen investi- 
gated. I make a ee charge against 
the Government. I charge them with 
ing made this purchase for a large sum 
1oney, approximating £500,000, with- 
/Mmaking the agreement in relation to 
subject to the approval of Parliament. 
fhe Minister will plead guilty to that 
ree, I presume.. I contend that in a 
saction of this kind, without having 
mandate from the ‘people of Aus- 
rali and without having a more 
thorough investigation into the matter, the 
Government may be very properly 
K charged with a dereliction of duty. They 

made an agreement recently with regard 
| m advance to certain primary pro- 
ad cers , in Western Australia. But. that 
agreement was made subject to the ap- 
roval of Parliament, although no. more 
ny pney was involved in it than is baled 


be stions have ae made by A een 
“Members of this House,’ whose word we 
cannot doubt. They could make much 
ore definite statements than they have 
made, but their own sense of scrupulous- 
ness has prevented them doing so. 
“Mr. Baytey.—They have not done so 
Hse of their"lack of sn iohedsh 





Py. a co far ae (Dr. Earle Page). 
Mr. Bayuzy.—My remark applies to 
him also. 
Mr. RYAN.—I am expressing my own 
‘opinion of that honorable member. In 
wew of the allegation which he made— 
Dn allegation conveying as much as it did 
¥ matter is one which should be fur- 
investigated. The suggestion that this 
chase should be referred to the Pub- 
Aecounts Committee, or to a Special 
mmittee, or to the Public Works Com- 
ittee is a very reasonable one If the 
al igs a good one, and ene which is en- 
ly above board, it will be able to 
‘withstand the fierce light which would 
then be thrown upon “it. 
Mr. Ropezrs.—Does the honorable 
member scruple to make a charge? If he 
knows of any particular reason why this 
ansaction should be condemned, why 
‘ ‘oes not he indict the Government: speci- 
:  fieally. in respect of it? 
| Mr. RYAN.—I am basing my opinion 
" upon the statements which have been 
. n this. Chamber and upon the 
which have been placed before us. 
pee she position of Premier of 





-livered from both sides of the. Chamber, ; 






















half ; years, eas which ie has hoa stig. i 
gested, this property was offered to the 
Government of that State. I do no 
remember whether that is a fact or not 
But the information can easily be ascer 
tained. I am approaching this matter 
without using any inside knowledge which 
was obtained by me whilst I was Premier 
of Queensland. } am basing my remark 
upon the information which has been 
placed before honorable members an 
upon the speeches which have been d 


and I say deliberately, on all the facts, — 
that the Government would be well ade: 
vised to agree to an investigation by some i 
independent committee. ae 
Mr. Ropcers.—Can the ‘houokable : 
gentleman say, of his own personal know- 
ledge of the facts, that this is a bad bar 
gain for the Commonwealth Government? 
Mr. RYAN.—Not from my own per- 
sonal knowledge. I am now making any a 
such charge. al 
Mr. Roperrs. — Or from the Se of is 
view of a State enterprise ? | ‘ 
Mr. RYAN.—Before [ pass any opine 
upon the transaction as a deal, I would — 
want to know exactly what timber lands _ 
were included, what mills, what kind of: 
mills, and so on. I would require expert 
advice. I do not pretend to be an expert — 
upon these matters, but I do claim that — 
I have the average amount of intelligence, nh 
and can form an opinion of the trans- 
action upon statements made in this Hou 
by one of its responsible members. 
Mr. Ropveers.—If the statement ma 
by the honorable member for Darli 
(Mr. Blakeley) be correct, would not 
proposition like that, if submitted to the 
Queensland Government, have been. 
brought under your personal notice? — 
Mr. RYAN.—Not necessarily. ia 
Mr. Ropcrrs.—_But, surely, it would 
have been brought under your notice a 
Premier before being turned down? = 
Mr. RYAN.—It might or might’ not 
have been. It would depend upon. whe- 
ther the responsible Minister thought 
such a proposition worthy ta be enter- 
tained, and consequently to be submitted 
to me as Premier. Very: often propose Is 
submitted to individual Ministers are so 
absurd that they have no hesitation m_ 
























"ye 
ee 


pint i them down: barge bs ar 





net consideration. J have no doubt that 


Magy 


Imany “propositions, as in this case, made. 


to Ministers, never reach the Prime Min- 






2M. -Roperrs.—But do you think that, 
@s a matter of Ministerial practice, a 
) A anvachon involving £150,000 for a State 
: oe would bo turned down without 
reference to the Leader> of the Govern- 
i _ ment? ‘ 
r, RYAN.—It would ately depend 
the circumstances. The matter 








“upon | 





e doe not carry in my head details of 
the hundreds of transactions of the 
- Government of Queensland, extending 
over ‘a period of four and a half 
years. 
from my own personal knowledge, ine 


any. charge, is evidence that i ies an’ 





- ppen mind upon this matter. I should 
‘andeed be sorry, without sufficient evi- 
dence, to make any suggestion against the 
- Government that would damage them, or 
be damaging to the vendors. But I do 
pay that sufficient has been said in this 
~ (House to justify a full inquiry into this 
’ transaction. We have been told that a 
: cee letter is missing. 
_ Mr. Roperrs.—And ~ the honorable 
member has been told that it is not miss- 
I specifically deny the charge of 
ae honorable member for Cowper (Dr. 
Earle Page) that any letter or document 
as missing from the departmental file. 





CMs CAN. —-Well) 1 amisure dhe hou! 


erable: member for Gawper would not 


ae a. statement like that without ample 


warrant. He is not that type of man. 
‘Unless he had some sound reason for be- 


~ fieving: that a certain letter was in exis- 


tence and was not now on the file, he 

- would not have’ made a statement. 
Mr. Ropexrs.—Probably, like many 
honorable members, the honorable mem- 
ber for Cowper ee hed ieitormed by 
_ outsiders. 

Mr. RYAN. aH this goes to show the 
ee for an investigation. The hon- 
erable member for Cowper also said that 
Mr ‘Brett was appointed to value Mr. 
~ Lahey’: 8 property.» 
| fr. Ropcers.—On behalf of the De- 
ent I deny absolutely that the pur- 
‘of Lahey’s property. was made on 
Brett’s valuation. 

RYAN. —But he aid ae it. 





uel Loan have bea. one ton Cabi- * 3 3 
may have been made to him. 


es ant. 


may have been before the Cabinet. I 


The mere fact that I am not, 


sell his enterprise to the Queensland Go 


_ there were only two propos 
oe Queensland ete and La 





























































cick Bonnaae ~~ 
with that when I am spoaliig. | 
Mr. RYAN.—What was Brett? Sv 
tion, more or less # phis is very import- 
: 7 


Mr. Ropezrs. —You go. ahead. 


start an “argument ees I am spei 
I am entitled to ask for core a 

‘Sir. Roperr Brestr.— ‘We all wan 
lot of information, and are Rhea 
Vi cae : 

Mr. RYAN. Otte 80, and I am po 
ing out the reasonableness of a request to 
have this transaction referred to the i - 


If the bushes is entirely above-board, 
honorable members ought to be glad 
an opportunity for an inquiry, to- 
that there is nothing in the transact, 
that cannot be made public. 

Mr. Maxwe.tr.—But first we will 
what the Minister has to say. = 

Mr. RYAN.—Can the honorable 1 
ber for Fawkner advance any reason 
the transaction should not be submi t 
to the Public Accounts Committee? 

Mr. Maxweti.—At present I see nt 
reason why it should be, and the honor- 
ante, member has not shown why ie shou 

@ 

Mr. RYAN.—1I am chdoues ame 
point out that, concerning this tra: 
tion, there are certain circumstances 
justify the fullest investigation. | 

Mr.\ Maxweiu.—Those 
have only been hinted at. 


Mr. RYAN.—No. A dott sta 
member for Cowper (Dr. Harle Pageye 
It. does net appear. that es a 
given to other saw-millers 


peatable for sale to the Government 
know of one saw-miller 
borough district, represented by the: 
orable. member for Wide Bay_ 
Corser), who, during my term as 
mier of Queensland, was quite willi 


vernment, and he may have been wi 
to sell to ‘the Peony ea Go 
ment. ; 
Mr. Bavury. oophe Mimishat ‘was in. 
formed by the best experts of the Queens 
land State Forestry. ‘Department tha 







supply the Co z ommissioner ayitt ie 

- he wanted. - 

| RYAN. —All Nites: statements, I 
at, are properly a matter for investi- 
m by some independent committee. 

Bayvizey.—If honorable members 


investigated the circumstances of the 


rash statements. 
ir. RYAN.—Then, by all means let 
have an investigation. When a de- 
te challenge was made against the 
Queensland Government—the honorable 
ber will recollect the incident—with 
‘-d to the purchase of the Wando 
. Station, I immediately acceded to 
equest for a Royal Commission. An 
tigation was made, and, as a result, 
as Found» mg was no foundation 
that had been 
etn. —Could not that have 
shown without the appointment of 
yal Commission ? 
- RYAN.—Yes. I could have 
at d the facts, but I wanted to show 
a re, a3 a Government. were Er ceal ae 


Bon ckotions: and, in this case, I 


the Caewrument: will accede to the 
as st. If they do not, then it may be- 


ome necessary for Parliament to con- 
der taking action to deal effectively 

all such matters. I will do all I 
n as any honorable memes to 


yg 


aS ‘Se fase Cook) that Team * 
, to support any move in the di- 


I el Bad to know that the insurance 


less carried on by the Commissioner 
be | much more reasonable—I like the 
‘Yeasonable ”’ rather than ‘‘ cheap’ 

a ais owners of fais than Aa 


* Insane -and banking are es- 


Saye ae peat may be er 


the anterests of his 
action they would not have made 


for the oe 


. Mr. Risin Crapman.—The "Tiehiey ! 
has promised to introduce a Common- — 


wealth Insurance Bill this session. 


My, honora ble . ae 


RYAN.—The 


will find that the Treasurer is not likel 


to introduce anything that will clash wit: 
supporters outsid 
When we established an insurance scheme 
in connexion with workers’ -compensatio 
legislation am Queensland, we increase 
the advantages to injured workers by 75 
per cent., without any addition to pr 
milums, the weekly paymenis to injure 
workers being advanced from £1 to £! 
per week, the amount payable at death 
from £400 to £600, and for total incapa- 
city from £400 to £750, while the amount 
of compensation paid to those suffering 
from industrial diseases, such as miners’ 
phthisis, was fixed at £1 per week with — 
medical comforts, and, at death, £400. 
We honoured thése claims whether the 
premiums were paid or not, and on our 
first year’s transactions, ‘showed a profit: of 
£52,000, or exactly 2 ,000 per week. 
Since then, the insurance business has 
been even more successful. The Queens- 
land Government have been able to pay 
bonuses to their premium payers, and ie ane 


relieve them of the payment of insurance 


for a certain period in connexion with 
domestic service. I give these facts to 
show how desirable it is that the Govern- 
ment should, as far as possible, extend 
State enterprise in the direction of insur- 
ance. J[.am glad to hear the honorable 
member for Lilley (Mr. Mackay) admit 
that the Queensland State insurance 
scheme has been so successful, and worthy 
of commendation, and I remind him and 
others that although they now make this 
admission, no measure passed by th 
Queensland Government was received with 
greater opposition from the big — capi- 
talistic interests and imsurance companies 
than the Bill providing for Phabe insur 


ance in Queensland. 


Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 8 pt m. 
Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [8. o}e-t : 


look upon this measure as one of the most 
important with which Parliament ee 
deal. It has been introduced in an 
endeavour to relieve conditions which 
exist not only in the Commonwealth, bu 
throughout the whole world. If there j 


one question of more cee ak than 


its attention, it is that of. providing | homes 


des 


Ny 2m not one of the 
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- henorable ieanhors as are likely to ena peabke them. to A croehen vent ilate 
fault with the Government for launching but when'it is remembered that. every 
out in a proposal of this character, as I’ ditional foot.in height adds £40 or £45 to 
believe it will be the means not only of the cost, it is easy to see why the heig 
alleviating ‘discontent, but of making the 1s being restricted. The domestic por 
conditions of the aia. people hetiee tions of the dwell.ngs are not sufficient y 
than they are to-day. From time to time, large to enable the work to be done im 
various schemes have been suggested by ‘scomfort, and a little additional expendi- 
philanthropists and others for relieving ture would not only provide more con- 
this burning question, and attempts have veniences and greater comfort, but wo ld 
been made to meet the situation by. accom- be the means of increasing the value of 
modating families in flats. A witness giv- the property, and making it a much better 
ing evidence in New South Wales said | asset. In many cases, the properties 
that flats were ‘‘the creation of the devil’? mow held by returned soldiers will not be 
because they were unsuitable for accom- sufficiently large in four or five years’ 
-modating a man with a wife and family. time, when their families increase and the © 
‘[ have heard honorable members on the holders will be compelled to sell and pure 
other side almost lose their common sense, chase more commodious dwellings. In view 
and go beyond the realm of reason, in ad- of these circumstances it is very necessary 
vocating a policy of immigration; but that the asset should be a good one, and | 
‘whatever may be said im favour of such a_ the Department should erect dwellings to 
policy, we have to remember that at the meet the requirements of occupiers for 
present time it is impossible to house the some years to come. On the general ques- 
people we have here, It is, therefore, the tion of social refornr, reference’ is fre 
duty of, the Government to utilize every quently made to prohibition, and I am 
means at their disposal. for increasing the prepared to assert that if certain people 
number of houses in the Commonwealth. were to devote their energies to providing 
The present position has arisen largely better accommodation for the people, they 
in consequence of the enormous increases would be conferring a benefit on the pre- 
that have occurred in the price of land sent and future generation, and could 
and building material. We know that afford to leave the drink question entirely 
many honorable members on the other alone. I know that whatever I have. 
side are not only landlords, but they also say will not influence the Government 
have large sums out on mortgage, and any extent, but they should endeavour 
naturally feel that an increase in the see that every house constructed is no 
number of houses will be the means of only a valuable asset to the purchaser, bu 
depreciating values. At present there is that the payments are such that the ex 
jJand within a few miles of Melbourne and peuses incurred will not be a tax on ne 
Sydney that has never been occupied, and community. | 
ib is time it was compulsorily acquired,, . During the debate certain ipataenenn as 
at, say, 10 per cent. above the price at have heen made that are calculated” to. 
which it is valued for taxation purposes. create suspicion in the mind of honor- 
{t is ridiculous for an allotment, say, 30 able members; bub that is cenerally 
feet by 80 feet to be sold at £10 a foot, the case when an attempt is made ti 
because when the land is. built on it is deal with important questions in a. bust- 
practically impossible for the person ness-like way. Derogatory statements i 
building to ever become the owner of the, were made some time ago when a Commis- 
“property. Power is given in. this Bill to sion was. inquiring into certain land pur 
enable an applicant to receive an advance chases, and during the life of Liberal: 
‘of £800 instead. of £700, as is provided vernments there has also been trouble in 
in the original measure, and the proposal connexion with the wheat and coal con: 
is one that should commend itself to tracts. I am not accusing the Minister 
honorable members, for Repatriation (Senator Millen) of an 
Recently I had an opportunity of irregularities; but I think that those 
inspecting some of the buildings erected associated with him are responsible 
by the ‘War Service Homes Commis- some of the trouble. It is pleasing: 
sioner, and I have no hesitation in saying those who are at present om this. side. of 
that some of them should not be the House to realize that during t ] 
given a clean bill of health, as many of three years a Labour Government 
a cottages are not a high to in office they carried out: thea, wor 








vr. Ligh 








| Ne ual aac and. left ice 
clean sheet. I hope it will 
so far as the pur- 
of saw-mills and timber areas in 
land is concerned, nothing worse 
“mistake has been made by the 
y. They are led into mistakes by 
ir friends. The Liberal party, when 
olfice, work like Trojans for their 
. I do wot know whether it is 
use of monetary assistance which they 
@ received at their hands, or merely 
ue to personal considerations, but they 
per tainly do all they can for them. I do 
hee to learn oe secrets, bits eas 













































Bonne: Will nae honorable mem- 


ge his remarks with the question 


i Mir. WEST. = My observations have to 
yith the supply of timber for building 
> Service Homes. 
| hove what the Government will not 
arsimonious in dealing with applica- 
ons for War Service Homes. I know 
m who, on volunteering, were advised 
esent themselves at the Navy Office, 
, as certificated engineers, they would 
able to do more valuable service in the 
than they could render in the Army. 
adopted this suggestion, and served 
r two years on “* tramps ”’ which were 
unning a. blockade. The ships were 
: landeered, and they were put on the 
ios’ articles, and. ultimately received 
1 discharge as marine engineers. They 
1 not pass through the Navy Depart- 
o t, and that being so, they are told that 
eo War Service er diies Act. There 
some. hundreds of such men. 


vis Bill. 
. WEST.—As a Ministerial sup- 
‘the honorable member may have 
unities that I do not secure. My 
_are suffering. and I must bring 
| Provision 
“be made. for such cases. The Go- 
rt _cannoly go wrong in providing 
the ‘masses of the people. 


: rain Peeecy: Melbourne and 
rl ae ; an, 10 miles of 





i ir. ‘Marr. —I think they are covered 


If 1 





hao a) the Aye die Ge agate wid 







lth! city, eh areas of. unoccuy 
land on’ which homes might well ‘be 
erected. Owing to the lack of housi 
accommodation many people are practic 
ally stranded. Where two families 
crowded into a four-roomed house it is 
impossible for children to be reared: under 
reasonably healthy and moral conditions. 
If the Labour party came into power i | 
would bring about a change of affairg in 
this regard, and push ahead with the _ 
building of homes in a way that would 
astound the people of Australia, Hee 
I desire to bring the Government, te. ‘a 
sense of their responsibility in regard to 
the housing of the people. Many people 
ofier as much as £10 for the key of a 
house to let. In the electorate of Parkes, 
quite recently, an agent stood on a box 
outside an empty house and invited bids ye 
for the key. The bids ran from £1 to 
£6; at which price the key was handed 
over to a man who, something like three 
weeks later, got notice to quit because the 
agent knew that he would be able again y 
to sell the key for £6 or more. That, sort 
of thing is occurring in all our big cities. — 
The scope of this Bull should be so en : 
larged as to enable us to relieve the con- a 
gestion, and so remove a serious cause 
of discontent. Ministerial supporters, e 
am sure, sympathize with such a proposal, — 
but will do nothing to carry it into effect. 
I defy them to show that [ am not vole~ wal 
ing a most serious abuse. s 


While I believe that there is moomteon™ ) 
more people in Australia, I think that the ae 
Government, before encouraging immi- Hae 
gration, should make some attempt ty 
properly house our present population. Tf 
the Bill were broadened on the lines | 
have suggested, it would meet some thou- 
sands of cases for which provision has ae 
not been made. It would include wire- 
less operators, men who were on service 
on our own coast during the war, as we b 
as officers and seamen of our meneA a os 
marine. The latter class discharged 
duties quite as necessary as those carried, 
out by the men who served our guns. They 
carried food supplies and munitions of 
war, and their claims for recognition 
ender this Bill ought to be indorsed, The 
Honorary Minister (Mr. Rodgers) is new 
to his job, and has a chance to make him 
self a hero in his own country by ma 
terially broadening the scope of this mea- 
sure. Lf I were in his position I. should 




























"housing ee ie. failing Hick i 


would denounce my colleagues. The time 


has come when the men on the Govern- 
-. ment benches must assert themselves. J. 
2 _ hope that this Bill will be so amended 
that it may be truly called a Housing 
Bill. I shall offer no opposition to it, 
but ane we go into Committee I shall 
submit amendments. designed to make it 
of some real use to the citizens: of Aus- 

_ tralia. | 
Mr. BLUNDELL (Adelaide) [8. 26 |.— 
Before the Honorary Minister (Mr. Rod- 
aa replies to the debate I desire to 
direct his attention to one or two matters 
of very great importance. In the first 
_ place, I call attention to the unsatisfac- 
tory situation in South Australia in re- 
_ gard to the building of War Service Homes. 
Honorable members will recollect that 


_ some time ago I brought before the House | 


the overlapping of State and Common- 
wealth functions in connexion with this 
‘work in South Australia. The Common- 
Dealt to-day has practically ceased 
building operations there. It is not 
building. any homes except those for 
which contracts have been entered into. 
The State authorities also decided re- 
cently not to carry on the functions for 
which the State Act provides, and they 
_have ceased building. Owing to an un- 
fortunate difference of opinion between 
the Commonwealth and State Govern- 
_ ments, the building of soldiers’ homes in 
South Australia has practically ceased. 
It should be possible to overcome the dif- 
| Bleulty in a way satisfactory to both the 
Commonwealth and the State instead of 


allowing our returned soldiers to suffer. 


_ Let me give a case in point. I recently 
brought under the notice of the Depart- 
ment the case of a returned man who 


} some months ago made application to the’ 


_ Commonwealth War Service Homes Com- 

missioner to erect a house for him. . He 
; - arranged to get the land, and there was a 
mortgage on it in the name of the War 
| Service Homes Department. The De- 

- partment, however, will not build a house 
for him, nor can ‘he obtain permission 
_ from it to have a house built for him on 
this land by some outside pérson. The 
delaide branch of the Department in- 
1 rmed me that. it, was ie fs in 





to eae shee etumed 















any shall carry on. ri 
unfortunate man cannot get ‘a ho 
Aineelf. es ae 

‘Mr. Riey. hae he got. ha 

Mr. BLUNDELL.— Yes; and th 
Service Homes Department. has a m 
‘gage over it. The Den rei 







































many blind Bee ee who ho beer 
eae Lie houses would be. ‘built 
them. 


say that they ean do anaes ae the ; 
until they get instructions from Mel- 
bourne to go ahead with the work. Su 
an unsatisfactory state of affairs sho 
be brought to.a termination as quic 
as possible. I ask the Minister to 
his particular attention to this diffic 
If the State Government of South 
tralia are going out of this business, th 
the Commonwealth should take it up Let 
me say ae if the ae mie 


to- ee wil be ei at a very ocoat di 

advantage, because the terms offered by 
the State Government have been 
more liberal than those offered p 


soldier is fos of all ‘rates and bas . ¢ 
five years. 


fore the unfortunate dispute between 
Governments took place, had an 
tage over men making their appl ! 
to-day, because they secured homes bui 
by the State Government on th 
liberal terms offered under the Pe 






should like to draw attention. 
turned man taking one of the W. 
vice Homes to-day is charged a minim 
rental of about 17s. 6d. has wee 
addition to which, of course, 
‘pay rates and taxes, 















om its operation. 


sooner than the can do so under 

‘I wish to impress upon 

Eten ie desirability of extend- 

he ime for Teen under the Com- 
, sand permitting the 

d ‘soldier to secure a home on a 
weekly” payment. Honorable 


le ie average family must peard a 
ae peayiiont of 17s. ie as a con- 


SA 


3 na comparison to the rents which 
to be paid by men who have not 
sd colds of the terms offered to 3 re- 


t advantage to men having large 
s, and it would be greatly appre- 


1¢ nde men who are to- aS excluded 
I wish to add one 
> to the list of perone to whom it is 


fits eM the “Act of men who, during 


war, were taken into camp after 
dical examination, gave their services, 
re rejected at the final medical 
) imi ation prior to embarkation. 


aoe eet of the es 


Pietable percentage of such men 
as employment because at first they 
ries. for service, and went into 


sara the. new: definition of a“ Ay Beat 
ier” in, the, Bill: now ‘before 


services, were i eooubted | feats ian! oe 
time in Rigel but were finally rejected a 


fa at Australian soldier ” as sie ¥ 
be amended by this Bill, in paragraph « 
of clause 2 there will be included an} 
member of the Naval or Military Forc 
of Australia ‘‘ enlisted or appointed for’ : 
or employed on active service. 


Mr, BLUNDELL.—1I hope the hone 
able member is right; but I ask the Min 
ister in charge of the Bill to make quite 
sure on the point. The honorable mem. 
ber for Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell) is a 
lawyer, and I am prepared to accept his” 
interpretation of the effect of clause 2. It 


did not appear to me that provision was 


made by this Bill for the inclusion of the 
men to whom I have referred, and if they 
are included under it I must apologize 
to the House for having overlooked the ” 
matter. ; 

I recognise that the Bill is one that can 
be best considered in Committee; but be 
fore resuming my seat I wish. to i impress. 
again upon the Minister in charge of the 
measure the absolute necessity of. putting | 
an end to the chaotic state of affairs ex- 
isting at present in South Australia. It 
ig” not fair to the returned soldiers that 
thev should be prevented from obtaining 
homes because of differences existing be- 
tween the State and Commonwealth Go- 
vernments. 


Mr. RODGERS ( Warton itonwarg 
Minister) [8.39].—This Bill may be re- 
garded as a further instalment in dis- 
charge of the Nation’s obligations to its 
Fighting Forces. I personally appreciate 
the spirit in which honorable members 
have addressed themselves to the principles 
of the measure and to the general admin- 
istration of the War Service Homes De- 
partment. Whatever shade of political 
thought we may adopt in normal times 
we have all to recognise that this is a Stat 
obligation, and in so far as the Govern- 
ment are charged with the fulfilment of 
a definite, solemn, and binding obliga 
tion, we can all afford to put aside ou 
pr redilections of peace-time politics in order 
to marshal the resources of the State in 
the discharge of its obligations. That is 
the spirit in which Australia faced her 
war obligations, and it must be the ‘spiri rit 


in. which she shall face the discharge ‘of 
Pe ie tet to her dotenders.” - Whilst 
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in time of peace, in dealing with the rela- 
tions of citizens to one another, one might 
hesitate to employ the resources of the 
State in the normal conduct of. trade, 
commerce, and production, and the affairs 
of the people, where it is a question of the 
discharge of the obligations of the State 
to its soldiers I am prepared to use the 
resources of the State, if need be, to their 
limit. 


Reference has been made by the Leader 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) and by 
many honorable members who sit. with 
him, to the advantages to be gained by 
| State insurance as applied to a scheme of 
this kind. I admit those advantages, be- 
cause the asset in connexion with which 
the State undertakes insurance is its own. 
It does not need to set aside capital that 
will not be earning anything. It does not 
need to employ a staff to get business, col- 
lect premiums, issue policies of insurance, 
and, generally, to engage in the competi- 
tion associated with ordinary commercial 
insurance. In so far as it is a proposal 
for protecting the State’s own property, 
the vrinciple of State insurance has a 

great deal to commend it. 


I take even a wider view of the necessi- 
_ties of the present situation. It is that 
view which is responsible for the Govern- 
ment embarking upon a venture which has 
been very much discussed during the de- 
bate on this Bill, namely, the purchase 
of timber areas and sawmills in Queens- 
and. My feeling personally is that the 
State Governments, when they joined in 
consultation with the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment to consider the best means by 
which to discharge. their. obligations im 
the matter of land settlement, and housing 
schemes for the benefit of returned sol- 
diers, should have placed at the disposal 
of the Commonwealth their great reserves 
of timber supphes. It is, in my judgment, 
a rather lamentable condition of affairs 
when we find a State Government actually 
raising the royalties against returned sol- 
diers until they reach a maximum of 25s. 
per 100 super. feet for soft woods. If 
that is the spirit in which they are to 
approach the settlement of a business of 
this description, I say that, in this re- 
spect, 
order to insure that sound homes of+good 
commercial value may be built for our re- 
turned soldiers, I am prepared, along 
with my colleagues in the Ministry, to 
fully share all the responsibility of seeing 
ee the whole material seca for the 
att ete 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


whatever may be necessary in 


_ to the Touse ‘for A 












Homes iia yy 


Eoice of theds homes. sat be ‘Bec are 
on a reasonable basis. cae” 

When the contract which has ‘been re- 
ferred to was entered into, what was the 
position? The Commonwealth, in its at- 
tempt to build homes for returned ‘sol- 
diers, was daily in competition with the 
general public for building material on a_ 
colossal sca.e. We were competing In _ ay 





‘sensitive market and were raising prices 


against ourselves and against the general 
community, whilst we were lessening the 
supplies available. We had, under the 
original Act, limited the eon of a home. 
to £700, but there was no limit to the 
rising values of the materials required. 
Whilst it is their prerogative to discuss 
and debate the bona fides of the Govern- 
ment in entering into a transaction of 
this description, it is at the same time ~ 
the bounden duty of honorable members 
to face the question of repatriation in a. 
reasonable spirit and with a proper re-— 
cognition of their obligation to the 
House, the country, and the returned | 
soldier. Honorable members must face 
the facts as they existed at the time the 
deal was made. © To me the position is” 
quite different from an ordinary transac- 
tion which has been entered into without 
the cognisance of Parliament. We defi 
nitely decided in this House to undertake 
the building of homes for soldiers, passed 
the necessary measure, and appointed. a 
Commissioner to administer it, so that 
there might be no political consideration — 
either in the erection of houses or in the 
acquisition of material for the purpose. 
We charged the Commissioner with defi- 
nite duties, and, beyond limiting his. 
authority to expend money in —— 
directions to £5,000, told him to 
ahead and build homes for the soldiege 
Sir Ropert Best.—What was the: ob 
ject of limiting his authority ? 
Mr. RODGERS.—His authority. was. 
limited in regard to the ara ee of 
land. 
Sir Roserr Best.—But what wes : 
real purpose of that limitation? Re eg 
Mr. RODGERS.—Possibly so sia | 
every transaction should come under th 
cognisance of the Minister. 


Sir Rosert Bsr. —Hear, hear! 
RODGERS. —But that does. ‘no 


deeds the Minister having to ee “A 
every proposition involving over. £5. Pe: 8 






































| Ministerial ne to 
‘ At £5,000, £10,000, 
6,000, « or £500, 0002 

r Rosertr Rest.—Or £5, 08, 0002 

. RODGERS.—I do not say that it 
ight not have been more prudent when 
ie House was sitting for the Minister to 




























































Mr. RODGERS.—One moment. I think 
have been fairly patient, and honorable 
e an have had their opportunity to 
dea IT ask men of sound commercial 
Bendie what owner of a La a 


use to be torn Ae in a Sen 

te of this description, and possibly 

/ it turned down? I do not think 
would be a business- -like procedure. 

/ Sir Rosert Best.—Ii is done every 

~ Contracts have. been made subject 

i one 


ae way in this. eee 
ir Rogert Brest.—Yes; there was the 
oe situa with the Western Aus- 


lian Depa dame forward with a re- 
st for an advance for the building of 
los—quite a different matter from a pro- 
posal to sell silos to the Government. 

Leaving that question, I will deal now 
nth the Queensland purchase in the hght 
of the charges, if they may so be termed, 
made against the Government in this 
ve I defy any honorable member 
ay where a definite charge has been 
e, either that the price paid was ex- 
ve or that the timber is not accessible, 
that the Government did not take 
sonable. measures to inform themselves 








ies did not lop ordinary rae 
nethods and inquire into the venture. If 
ly charge has been made against the 
iment it has come, at a very late 





ber ior: West due (Mr. Ryan), 
0 says that, because a purchase of great 
tude has been entered into without 


¥ 


anction of pemens, ib is a petolic: 





cae The daestibrk of whetae his Cavern 
ment have exceeded their duty in enterin 
into this contract must be. governed by 
the wording of the authority given in the 
principal Act. Honorable members may 
hold different opinions, but there is a 
distinction between this transaction and 
a contract, the authority to make which 
has never ‘heen given by Parliament. I. 
might cite cases where Parliament ee 
had no cognisance of contracts entered 
into, and, for which no authority has 
been given, but in this case there was a 
clear direction given by the House to 
the War Service Homes Commissioner, — 
under which £1,000,000 had already — 
been expended, in the purchase of — 
material for the building of houses, I. 
am somewhat at a disadvantage in deal- 
ing with this matter, as the Minister for 
Repatriation (Senator E. D, Millen), who — 
has been personally administering the | 
Department, has conducted these nego- — 
tiations, but I am authorized by him to 
give an emphatic denial to the statement 
that any part of the purchase of Lahey’s ~ 
property was made on}the sole recom- — 
mendation of Mr. Brett. As honorable 

members know, there were two proposi- 
tions in Queensland-one owned by Mr. | 
Lahey and one owned by Mr.. Brett. — 
The Lahey property comprised 10,000 
acres of freehold land’ and two small 
areas occupied by the mill, office, and 60, 
forth. It was a going concern with its 
railway sidings, tramways, locomotives, 
rolling-stock, bullock teams, waggons, 
and so forth, and the Minister took the — 
necessary steps to have it inquired into — 
by appointing Mr. McDaniel, a keen ~ 
business man and an expert attached. to 
the Queensland Pine Company, to make : 
a complete estimate of the timber upon 
the area, its accessibility, the output of 
the mills, and the rolling-stock and plant. — 
The Department’s own officer, Mr. Brad- 
shaw, afterwards proceeded to the pro- 
perty to overhaul Mr. MacIntosh’s re- — 
port, but in addition the Minister also’ 
thought it advisable to get what might 
be termed a check valuation, and there- 
fore made a general reference of the pr 
position to Mr. Brett. Honorable mem 
bers have suggested, of course, that Mr 
Brett’s valuation, because he alse: had a 
proposition to sell, would be higher th 
that. of Mr. McDaniel’s, but a we. th 
reverse has proved ‘to be the | case, 
cause Mr. McDaniel’s valuation — ig. the 
higher, The Brett ee hire 














































as three saw-milling plants. 
mates were made of its timber bearing 
capabilities by Mr. A. .G- S. Lawrence, 
a timber expert from the firm of MacIn- 
tosh Brothers, and he was supported and 
assisted by Mr. Twine, the District For- 
-estry Officer. 
_ hauled this proposition. 
the price paid was considerably less 
than the vendors’ offers. The Minister 
adopted the ordinary business methods. 
He looked around for the shrewdest and 
best business men he could find, and also” 
“specially sent up his own eevee to check 
the reports and estimates of both valuers. 
_ The statement of the honorable member 
_ for Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) the other 


In both cases 















‘on the valuation of Mr. Brett, while with- 
holding the fact that the purchase was 
aade on the valuation of Mr. McDaniel, 
- not the sort of criticism one would 
expect from a gentleman who ought to 
be assisting the House to a thorough 
understanding of a situation. The hon- 
orable member a!so stated that a material 
document was missing, 
is no letter or document missing. The 
complete file of the negotiations for the 
purchase of those properties are on record 
nd at the disposal of honorable members. 
“Mr. Maxwetu.—Is there any founda- 













Missing document? 
' Mr. RODGERS.—I know 
shatever, nor have T been able to detect 








ustification for such a statement. I 





file which I shall place at their disposal. 
- Sir Rosert Brst.—Are the valuations 
n excess of the price paid. 
‘Mr. _RODGERS.—Yes, | 





ae ntially. 










‘paid is the actual intrinsic value of what 
as been purchased. sc 
This afternoon the honorable member 




















astonishing statement that Mr. Lahey’s 
property had been submitted to the 
Queensland Government four years ago at 
prices of £150,000, and that all the 

ailable timber had pegn cut out of itat 








one as an “aeroplane ‘would. be required 


A 0,057 aes of tesholdy ane bth ee 
rights over another 7,380 acres, as well 


‘Again esti- cess of any Aes hor havin 


Mr. Bradshaw also rer | 


night, that Lahey’s proposition was bought 


nor Darling is that, ante the ee 


I deny it. There 


tion, for the statement that there is a 
of hee: 
nything that would give colour to or. 


nvite honorable members to inspect the 


Time alone can prove whether the price 


or Darling (Mr. Blakeley) made the 


ee to. ‘the 














to or peo by the Queenslan 
ment. 
Nees ce (Mer. Ryan) was spe 
yut the sages to: fas as to w 










ry having a, ‘submitted fa 
he knew nothing Shit. Ce 

Mr. McGratu.—He said tha 
might have been made. 


Mr. ae If the 



















debate of ‘ie ee he 
chance of doing what he so oft aS 
desired to do, namely, to outflan ; the 
Ministry Perhaps the best an 
the Statement of the honorable me mber 


parts in Qusendand: whe ti to 
the War Service Homes Commissio a 
out of this very ‘‘ inaccessible ” 

the Legit of yeah is be to 


hovawond at 32s, ou 100 super. 
whereas the present Brisbane price - 
ve mills is see ac weatherboard : 





or a peas 
















Mr. RODGERS—It | 
guarantee. These are a priees 
ati | 


Sir Rosert. aaa oy whom? 

Mr. RODGERS.—By Mr. 
ig running the mills to-day. 

Sir Roper | ‘Besr. ——But “that 
‘puarantee. Be a 


Mr. RODGERS Ter cne Mr, 
reputation in Queensland can be 
being a little more than a mere 
At any rate, what he guarante 
counters the view that the 
member sd se has put f forwa 


















@ being oe a ms assure the 
e member for Kooyong (Sir © 
Best) that I am giving the facts, 
them, to the House for what 

_ The honorable member 


BW ih hen S 


re > worth. 


n of: high standing in the tiaber 
is has been suggested here t ‘that, 


p ae ‘T-will undertake to. give 
the mogt searching investigation, and 


that can be ivonoht to light. The 

s open for honorable members to 

at course, ‘but it must not be ex- 

pectec that on mere yaa and doubs- 


gees a) 


_jud ment, we should Pt to’ appoint a 
eve PO omission, or submit this mat- 
{0 “some other: a 


tor the building of 
_ While the contract insures the 
ment a ane for a number of 


a? a output of the mills 
be increased to 18, 000, 000 


soldiers’ . 


‘In okdee habe she? Tlouse vue 
better able - to lea the — 


tions Paar up to ihe 31st J ae total 
27,000. With 4,407 only dealt with u 
to date, there remains a gigantic proble 
still to be faced and dealt with so far. 
material is concerned. That is no lig 
matter. If to-day we find the market so 
much against the soldier, while Pa 
liament limits the Commission and the 
Minister to a definite expenditure for 
homes, how are the Government and the 
Minister reasonably to face the position 
if their hands are to be tied in every re- 
spect? I have been one who claimed very 
stoutly for this Parliament the control of 
the public purse. a 


Mr. Srewart.—You are not doing i 
now. : 

Mr. RODGERS.—But I heve Gn 
recognise that Parliament, including th 
honorable member, deliberately  saic 
“Here is a grant of millions, appro 
priated in the Estimates and passed. Le 
the Commission go ahead and: build 
homes; we will not always be sitting, and 
there may be many months of the year 
in which you cannot refer to us directly. 
Honorable members on both sides of the 
House know that ‘soldiers’ claims — ant 
requests for the building of homes ar 
pressing and incessant. I am not going 
to say that it is a wise policy to give t 
individual Ministers or to the Commis 
sion the right to spend ad libitum. — 
Parliament | happened to be sitting, and 
the proposition faced me, I should be 
delighted to have Parliament’s opinion 
on it; but this is a matter in respect of 


SEN T ask the House to believe that th 


Minister acted in good faith, in Md ‘a. 
best interests of the soldiers, © 

taking what I claim to be re baseae ten pre 
cautions to have the proposition ove! 
hauled before he ina. d a deal. ° 





¢ investiga- 


oe uae Ned r Wave. “no reason 


whatever to believe so. On the contrary, 


Parliament by this measure is enlarging 
the scope of the War Service Homes 


scheme, and bringing in many new bene- 
ficiaries. The problem of getting 


aterial, therefore, becomes more~ acute - 


every. day. | ‘Prices have gone up, and 
each of the State Governments con- 
trolling forest areas jhas raised the 
royalty. Their. method, imstead of 
- directly raising it themeclves; is to offer 


eoncessions for competition from time to. 


time, and ‘up goes the royalty, We find 
ourselves in daily competition for limited 
supplies. 
(Mr. Tudor) says that that state of 
hings: is not confined to timber alone, 
and I have some sympathy with that 
statement. The grave responsibility 
faces this House of deciding to what ex- 
tent it will allow its obligations to the 
soldiers to be discharged in this highly 
eompetitive market, where partial sup- 
plies alone are available. I regret that 
thas not been my personal province to 
have a closer association with these nego- 


tiations, for I should then ‘have been in a > 


better position to inform honorable mem- 


bers of the true merits of the case. 1 


hope they will remember that at: about 
two minutes’ notice it fell to my lot to 
ake charge of this measure. Within the 
time at my disposal I ‘have endeavoured, 
for the benefit of ‘honorable members, to 
get together such 
ought: necessary to enable them to form 

sound judgement upon the proposition. . 

cea ‘Larep SMrri. ree might men- 


| a sinking fund. | 


“ i ‘RODGERS. a al ae 


licated that in this proposition the Go- 


ernment had altogether overlooked 
the question of interest on the capl- 
“involved, although in the costing 
system. of ‘timber ‘that was 
taken into account. If any Go- 
ment, or Government officials, were 
sible for such an ieee their 


not so. 


The Leader of the Oppositien — 


information as L. 


always. 


off. fede land ae 
land. 


Mr 
made oe that in : the: pate fund 


whole matter has been sobaerds | 
nie peers 8 | 


aed ‘anew ” Sect atie Gade a 
This is a purchase made 
fulfilment of the obligations i 
nexion ‘loses ee sibsab Home: 


shape: ‘or the timber loft on x are 


the dasas and the whole ‘thing pee’: 


elosed up. 


fore, not form the ae oh a ne 


enterprise. After all, there is no 
tremendous difference, 
st ious Pereens ini me 


to ut ‘it Abed and Saw ii up, Aili mz 


sure that the price will not. rise | 
the soldier and the Governme 
to time. Honorable members ot 
need have very little concern’. 
undertaking, viewed from the 
of pies Socialism. AS the | 


eral is eae ii need | re fear ” 


Socialistic enterprise. Pe | 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostsr. ce: ul 
the quantities, as estimated by ti 


perts, checked by a public: actuary f 


Dies RODGERS Yes, the’ y 


quantities, we toe had se, Depa 2 


officer mp there pers oy aa 


ie thes suave tes of the peat 


ber for Cowper (Dr. Earle Pa 


Peatalaitan here not be able 


Mr. RODGERS. hate uit eee 
he asi as we bite into the » forest 





as the Minist er 


bah of them te out- 

at he ponders the shortcomings 
xisting Act, and has given. detailed 
sms of the Bill, with suggestions for 


sly to eat) with the ort neg oa a in 
vy; in° order to shorten the subse- 

The Leader 
5 “th Bccciiion (Mr. Tudor) was good 
ough to hand me specific proposals by 
limbless and ‘permanently inca paci- 
returned soldiers for inclusion in the 


tt gather its temmer aright, 


ebole House seems to be in sympathy 

vith the honorable member’s suggestion. 
believe that, without any further altera- 
on of the Act, machinery is available 
r 


ving effect. te what I take to be the 


al wish, of the House, pecaee section 


as) 


the provision made for that 
pole Mela from. the war 


for the first 
ie 6d. ed the second, and 5s, for 


wae given very definite euatiue: 
the: ea as Fe whom he can help, 


fad: tee the purchase of material ; 
| beneficiaries under the Act are 
y enumerated, and the amount 
nefits receivable by them is fixed. 

, however, to suggest to the Min- 
the Repatriation Commissioner 
the cases under review may be dealt 
yy the Commissioner under section 
e Act. It may involve a re- 
of the increased advance so as 
Boye on a sound business footing. 


_the business branch of ac ci. 
building of homes 1s insepar- Ay 


every member of the 


i the tests ordinarily imposed, 


is F coanipatent for ae Bath ices ‘Cott 
Sonor tor sd omer the’ bent Com. ne 


ieivedoal provision recently made. fare h 


totaliy incapacitated and the  limbless 
we desire that the present pension allow 
ance be slightly reduced. and that, 
balance the reduction, you shall provide 
a permanent home for these men.’’ 


tesb to which the Commissioner h 


submit the ordinary applicant consis 5 4 
that he must be satisfied that the latte 


has reasonable prospects of paying his in 


stalments and wiping off his debt, and 
up to the present, the experience. of the 
Commissioner has been very satisfactory ; 


At the earliest opportunity I shall con 


sult the Minister (Senator E. D. Mille 


and the members of the Commission, with 


a view to making provision whereby a 
totaily incapacitated man may secure a 
home if he is prepared to abate, to some 
slight degree, the sum of his. pension. . 
With respect to the question cf deposits 
being required, neither the Act nor this 
amending measure requires any apoli 
cant to make any deposit.. Those who 
are eligible to make application comprise 
Australian Im 
perial Force, together with those persons 
additionally. ‘referred to in the Bill. So, 


in the case of youths who had enlisted 


for service abroad, and who had served 
in whatever capacity, they are, subject 
eligible 
benefit under the scheme. The. tests 
al of such questions as, ‘‘ Are “yo 
married ?’” ‘* Are you about to be mar 
ried ?’’ ‘ Have you reasonable prospects 


of being able to. carry. through your ob- 


ligation in respect of securing a home! 


and ‘‘ Is your employment, or your ney 
tion, or your temperament of such 


- character that one may reasonably e 


pect you to stand up to Pia obliga 
tions ?’’ 


The matter of the eligibility. ate voea: 
tional trainees raises a business difficulty 
A young man is turning his hand. to 
new trade or calling. He is in the ini 
tial stages of his bea and, ov 


et all Ldinaiice es contention 
“goes, 


aie 


neither oul equipped. to ‘follo 
Boa Lf he were to make: application fe 
home: at neat livid th, could Eatet s( 


Ree 
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be said that he had reasonable. prospects. do 
_ However, as a trainee approaches the final. 

, perhaps, | 
the promise of securing a lnorative, posi- | 2 


_ stages of his course—and having 


|  tion—I think . that the Commissioners 

4 _ might be induced to say that such a man 
is eligible to come within the scope of the 
War Service Homes legislation. : 

What about the case 





Mr. Cameron, 
| Ss y a married trainee? 
Mr. RODGERS.—One cannot very 


well take into account that condition, 
irrespective of the position as I have just 
stated it. The test concerning whether 
or not a trainee has prospects of carrying 
a out his home-purchasing obligation is 


not necessarily influenced by the fact of — 


his being married. If a trainee is not 
married, he is not eligible to come within 
_ the scope of this legislation unless, of 
course, he can comply with the tests I 
“have just mentioned. 

Some honorable members have raised 


(the matter of building homes in country 


a parts, and have critically compared the 
rate of progress with that in metro- 
_ politan areas. I certainly think there is 
- -room for speeding up so far as construc- 





tion in the country is_ concerned; 
I would like to see many more 
homes built in the country districts. 


It must not be forgotten, however, 
that there is a_ distinct advantage 
aiee building on large areas in cities, in 
the matter of the Commissioner being 
“able. to make comparatively large con- 
tracts for the supply of material at prac- 
OGcally the one site, and with respect to 
concentration of labour. However, I 
shall do all I can to speed up country 
construction. 

As for the matter of private purchase 
see homes already erected, there is pro= 
Vision in the Act, and transactions in re- 
spect of such homes are subject to the 
ore limit as ordinarily. If the Com- 
missioner is not satisfied that an equiva- 
‘lent value for the amount of his advance 
ae contained in the house he is quite free 
a to ‘refrain from making the full amount 
Ro uid pat or again, if the Loner of the 




















eT 


ee: ne deities Woecdiie the 
latter point, some honorable members 
fo Spt to have become confused with the 


“value. 


does it matter to the’ Coe 


for certain extras tié should pay for th 




















































Boveri” are. prepared & ak 
ea tary ea oe cent., 


bho 90 per couk: speiacn: 
applicant has. paid up 15 per cent. | 
purchase money, by instalments, — 
sires.to become the registered proprietor 
the peewee will agree to the conver 


This. Brie of beiaseeticnt agai 
have given rise to the eFroneous 
that a deposit is required. 


ture will cost more ‘thay the bac 
If the Department were to ¥ 
mate that the : house would 


and it were found that as - ae result 
fluctuating prices, the ‘home. event: 
cost £825, the applicant would be 


is, unless he were brought down to. 
the £800 limit and debs) to fin 
difference himself. , 

ent 


Hone Board, ig the cnposite of te 
ister’s argument. 


Mr. RODGERS.—The honorabl 
ber is confusing Western Australia’ 
housing scheme with this measure whick 
provides a limit up to £800. _ 

Mr. Burcwetyt.—With respect _ to 
other scheme, there is also a limit. 

Mr, RODGERS. —In Western 
tralia there must have been ‘some 
tion allowed the responsible Min: 

Mr. Burcnett.—And there should 
some discretion allowed the Comm sion 
here. Of course, if an applicant a: 


but if the estimate of the Departm 
officers were at fault, and the even 
cost of the house were heavier t 
estimate, the Department. should be pre- 
pared to help the applicant, an not as 
him to pay the difference. _ | 








‘part of Officers of 


POPE not ‘accept that 
au have bi Wh i 


Bill ‘proposes ip. widen Ce scope 
our Ve Service Hoies -legisla- 
honorable’ member for 
Marks) raised the 
of who should have pre- 
~The policy of the Department 


nk increase ther difficulties of ihe, overi 
ment and lessen the chance of memb 

of the active fighting Forces ering one 
homes within a reasonable time, — ta \ 


ment include the Young Men’s ‘Christic 
Association and leave out the Salvation | 
Army ? 


Mr. RODGERS.—Every person. vhs 
served in the war zone is eligible for the 
benefits under the War Sarvics Homes 
Act. Members of the falvation A y 
who were accepted for service as Rost 


to give first preference to members of 


O- lains and members of the Young Men’s 
or to 


Australian Imperial Force, Christian Association accepted for service 


lows of fallen soldiers. After that, 
» might be other persons eligible to 
t, for whom the Commissioner would 
aced under no disadvantage if he 
y agree to provide homes, while at 
e time carrying out contracts else- 
But, subject to that considera- 


be policy of preference is precisely 


h ve indicated. 


‘mentioned a matter of ppueider: 
interest to the general community, 
which is not relevant to the question 

shall benefit under this measure. 


‘owning his own hote: if possible. 
ome is the first fastibnbion in life. 


ae Australian families: ‘the exces- 


lenty 
rowth of flat life will not be for the 


of. our race. I assure honorable 
ers that I shall do everything within 
power to hasten the construction of 
o those honorable members whe 
xpressed a desire to widen the scope 


easure in order to include many | 


who rendered 
war, I reply 
ees ‘should * first try to make 
ou headway with the provision 

Ss for the men of the fight- 


classes of persons 
in the 


As I have already shown, 


ane have been received, 
y more may be expected. If hon- 
‘members insist upon the inclusion 


Oath ae eras they will 


with the Australian lmperial Force. are 
alixe eligible under the Act. The many 
honoratle members who spoke during this 
debate have stressed numerous phases of 


the housing problem. It is impossible for 


me to answer the remarks of every honor- 
able member, and I invite those who have 
raised important questions to which I have 
not replied tu address a direct, alae 
tion to me on the subject. 

The honorable member for Lilley (Mr, 
Mackay) referred to the discrimination in 
the legal provisions for housing under the 
War Service Homes scheme, and the 
building of houses on broad acres under 
the land settlement scheme. The construc- 
tion of houses on broad’acres does not come 


within the purview of the scheme now be 


fore the House. ‘ine Department has no 
obligations in that respect; but the matter 
is none the less important, for while th 
House is asked to give authority for the 
construction of homes up to a maximum 
cost of £800 in the metropolitan area 
this Parliament and the State Parliaments 
together have decided that a sum of £625 
is sufficient for the building of a home o 
the land, and the acquiring of stock, im 
plements, equipment, fodder, and all that 
is necessary for the settlement of a soldier 
upon the land. There is a wide diseri 
mination, ladmit, but the matter does not 
come within the province of the Housing 
Commissioner. It is a matter that pa 
ticularly concerns the States, which con 
trol the land settlement policy; the Com 
monwealth has merely found the mo: 
to give effect to that policy. ; 
The honorable member for Tales’ (Mr 
Mackay), and the honorable member for 
Ballarat (Mr. McGrath) referred to th 
position of leaseholders and holders o 
miners’ rights. At the present time hod ) 
persovs are not eligible, as a matter 


Shanes MMe for an advance under | 














erect. homes only on freehold land in re- 
spect. of which there can be no doubt as 
to the validity of the title and the rever- 
‘sionary rights. of the Commonwealth. 

Miners’ rights exist. in only two States, 
‘Victoria and Queensland. The Commis- 
‘sioner has approached the Governments of 
both States, and an arrangement has been 
made with the Government of Victoria 
under which the Commonwealth may, 
without any objection being raised by the 
State authorities, compuls orily acquire 
_ any-area covered “by a miner’s right for 
‘the purpose of building a sold'er’s home. 
AG The Queensland Government, however, 
has declined, even if compulsion be. re- 
- sorted to, to issue a freehold in respect 
of a miner’s right. I am sorry that this 
matter: could not have been arranged in 
a friendly spirit between the Common- 
wealth and all the States, so that a short 
measure might be passed in each State 
Parliament to convert the tenure of. these 
‘lands, in order that the whole scheme 
of housing might be based on a uniform 
system of freehold. Many members 
claim that a perpetual lease and a miner’s 



















_ wight offer a fair security to the Common- 


wealth, but what we are aiming at is 
the complete. ownership by the soldier of 
_ his own home. We desire that when the 
‘soldier has paid off his obligations, to the 
_ Department we may be able to issue to 
o | nim & grant of the unencumbered free- 











service. he rendered. I shall endeavour 
to see if we cannot yet make this ar- 
angement eae the States by mutual 


fae In Pita | to housing operations in 
South. Australia, the. honorable member 
cry 
he honorable member for Adelaide (Mr. 
Blundell) have on many occasicns called 
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ation in that State. South Australia 
has a very commendable reccrd, its 
housing scheme having been well con- 
ducted by the State, Government on very 
favorable terms. The State system, 
however, was inaugurated at a time when 
the: price of money’ was lower, and the 
emand for housing accommodation was 
‘oh a it is ine 






sooty Hitae. ceeeanes ak: . they, will b 


hold of his home, as his reward for the 


Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster) and 


ttention to the overlapping and dupli- 


Durin g the 







‘offer terms echadd pontine 
ow those which ahlih South | 









ing, coat apa been given. ah ; 
building of homes for the Comm 
under conditions approved by this 
ment. Of course; we could not ta 
risk of handing over to the State 
plete charge of the scheme for. 
homes for soldiers. | 
ment has not been pessible : the Ss 
Austral an Government has’ pulled ow 
the work, and the obligations mn an 
wholly upon’ the Ee | 


Mr. 












































_ Rrewarp 


Commonwealth will never ee 


Y Mr. RODGERS.—1 have been 
vouring to commend the work. 

the. State Government, and I. am 
stating the position as it is to-day. 
Laffer, the Minister for Repatr: 
South Australia, has made.a s 
in which he places, upon thes! | 


\ 


ceepenibiliey oft the. present. 
‘sani van : can do at ue 





He! aid uk 


Lam very surprised,” said Senat by 
“to see the statement of Mr. Laffer, i 
he says that the action of the: Scuth 
lian Government in deciding to. discon 
housing operations for soldiers i 
Commonwealth extending ‘to South Aust 
the operations of the War Service Ho 
“The facts are that upon the Hous 
missioner taking the initial steps to 
his operations in that State, it was rep1 
‘to the Commonwealth Government — 
South Australia. was: bycnarel Pes: ov 


me s answer. 












Es Instructions’ were Abewekoews ah 
operations under the War Service Hi 
‘in South Australia pending a promi 
Eo CaT HON from the. Government ( be 


d 


i Ub 











the ee Premiers’ Conference, ae 
of a discussion with Mr. Laffer, tha 
man undertook, after conference with 
leagues, to submit a proposal under ¥ 
work would be. Jeft aia $0, ped S 










































act with the State po fag ge the lat- 
ny has! decided to Ls ai leaving the Com- 


vir, “Tupor. Did the Minister during 
absence deal specifically with the 
ease of limbless and blind soldiers ¢ 
it Mr. RODGERS.—Yes; and I ‘repeat 
( t I think we can give effect, to the 
wish expressed by the honorable member 
under section 47, which provides that 
© Housing Commissioner may build 
homes for such | persons at the Repatria- 
tion Commissioners’ request. It becomes 
now a question of policy for the Go- 
vernment, the Housing Commissioner, 
aoe ‘ohana Commissioners to 
in i ite certain nner casas 


de 
My SPEAKER (Hon: Sir Elliot John- 
m).—Order! The Honorary Minister’s 
time has expired. 
‘Mr, MAXWELL (Fawkner) [9.45].—I 
would like to know 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member may not speak now. The 
Min‘ster ce nent oe ahd the ha 





aS. Risa, 
r, o Picea moved the second 


“SPEAKER. But since that time 
ae that the Honorary Minister 
| pe, has taken charge of the 







on 4 1 of the principal Act) is amended— 
) by inserting in paragraph (a) of the 
_ definition of “Australian soldier ” 

after the word “ Australia ” first oc- 
~eurring) ‘the words i enlisted or ap- 
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(b) by iathine from he (by) of the oy 
definition of “Australian soldier ” ee 
the words ‘and was. employed ‘on i 
active service outside Australia’; | 
. Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [9.48]— © 
In the early stages of the war a great 
number of young fe'lows, many of them 
officers, were accustomed to parade the — 
streets of -_Melbourne, and of our other — 
capital cities, in uniform. There was no ~ 
greater disgrace to Australia than the 
way these men used to swagger about our 
pubhe thoroughfares. They enlisted for 
service abroad, but refused to leave our | 
shores except as officers. It seems to me 
that, under the clause we are now con- ~ 
sidering, they will be entitled to the bene- 
fits which will be conferred by this mea- 
sure. I do not object to persons who en- 
listed during the later stages of the war, 
but who did not gO abroad owing to the 
termination of the struggle, receiving’ all 
the benefits which will accrue to them 
under the Bill. is 
Mr. Tupor.—The honorable mentee \ 
musb not forget that the Defence Depart- _ 
ment kept some officers here for the pure 
pose of drilling the men whoenlisted. 
Mr. GREGORY. —-There were nob © 
many cases of that sort. In a good many — 
instances these men were kept here at . 
their own instigation. ha 
Mr. Ropczrs. —Every member of the i 
Australian Imperial Force, when he was. 
sworn in and es ae for service, placed 
himself unreservedly in the hands of the 
authorities. Ree 
Mr. GREGORY.—I know of one case 
in which a man held such an important  _ 
job here that he could not be spared for 
service abroad, Yet the Department — 
closed down the work upon which he was 
engaced only a month. afterwards. He 
did not go abroad, and I know that a ~ 
rood deal of influence was used to keep ~ 
him. in Australia. According +o the 
figures given by the Honorary Minister 
to-night, 27,000 applications have already 
been received for War Service Homes. 
That means an expenditure of | 
£21,000,000, and, consequently, it, is fair. 
to assume thet the entire scheme :will — 
cost £25.000,000. We have also :war  — 
pratuities to pay, and, therefore, we can- 
not, afford to he too liberal in this matter. 
Mr. RopcErs.—If we do what the hon- 


‘orable member wishes us to do we shall _ 
a grave hardship upon many persons. 





. GREGORY.—I would extend the 
ro ioe of this measure only to those 
men who actually left our shores. 














































‘ baci will be conferred by this Bill. 
Mr: GREGORY. —The honorable mem- 


a must recognise the enormous drain 


; ae this Bill will make upon our re- 
sources. We have enormous obligations 


: to meet within-the next two years, and 
: we cannot afford to give so much away. 


bee 





“Mr. Lazzarini.—These are all paying 
\ i _ propositions. 
Mr. GREGORY.—Honcrable members 


i _ should reflect very carefully before com- 
_mitting the Commonwealth to such a 
great expenditure. If at a later stage we 

ean vo in for a general housing scheme I 
shall: be only too pleased, but certainly 

we cannot afford to do that now. 


Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [9.55]—1 
i hope that the Government will retain the 
clause in its present form. [ cannot 









understand the contention of the honor-— 


ae member for Dampier (Mr. Gregory). 
_ Even if we did what he has suggested, we 
should not affect 200 persons throughout 
_ Australia. If the definition of ‘‘ Austra- 
Tian soldier ’’ be altered, we shall injure a 
number of men who enlisted for service 
abroad, but who were retained here for 
i liecial service. It was not their fault 
that they did not leave Austral'a. The 
definition as it stands is a very fair one, 
ole will overcome some of the difficul- 
ties from which our soldiers are suffering 
Die -day. 









ni - should like the opinion of the Hon- 
_orary Minister (Mr. Rodgers) upon 
the scope of paragraph a@ of this 
- ite L- desire to know whether 
it will cover a certain class of men—I 
refer to those whose case was advocated 
: a afternoon by the honorable member 
for Wentworth (Mr. 
and men of the Royal Australian Naval 
Brigade. I know certain members of that 
. staff who were as keen as mustard in their 










.. service abroad, ay who were notified that 
they were required at home. Had these 
men. heen kent here simply for home ser- 
vice I should have nothing to say upon 
the matter. But certain of them were sent 
4 out upon special service. They were sent 
ve outside. the territorial waters of Australia 
upon. examination duty. I know one 
m ie of ihe staff, ey, who was 






ae Ls oe the oar : 
Uy Teeniok would debar those who enlisted « 
: bond fide from participating in the benefits x 
there was always: a, bee 


“sets out that ‘ Australian soldier 
-a person who, during the continua 


outside Australia. 
our ee waters. 


Mr. MAXWELL (Fawkner) [9.56]—1. 


Marks)—the staff . 
war enthusiasm, and who volunteered for 


iach feu Gis these were 


Royal Australian Naval Brigad 
I, before the B ea is | finalize ce 


was eel vd: in ihe ee zone wee 


ing amine, I sHeuld like to hey ce 
his case is covered by the defin: 
‘« Australian soldier.’’ That defir 





the war, was a member of the 
Forces of Australia employed on 
service outside Australia. My r 
that provision is that a member 
Naval Forces who was sent beyon 
territorial wale Sy the dee 


Beipaiie, when called up at the ou 
of war, were regarded as being on ac 
duty. whether they were on bs ashore 
of afloat. ae 





thing required en bring ai wiaae 
case T awe cited Katbhan the de: 
of ‘‘ Australian soldier’ as set, ie) 


by the Bill, rn 2 
"Mr. RODGERS Gannon hy 
Minister) [10.0]. — I regret to 
that in the past the ruling o 
Minister for Repatriation (Senator 
Millen) has been to the effect tha: 
bers of the Royal Australian 
Brigade are excluded from particip 
in the advantages conferred by be 
cipal Act. 







Royal Australian Naval Bene was 
Royal Garrison Artillery, but in res 
of them Tam making a pee id 


















instructions. Had any ‘Geeus 
escaped from the patrol of the 







at this age ee the inicliadie 





to make an announcement 


q 


1ere ia. no doubt, be much to recom- 


1 poad 


it, because it might then be argued 
ve were extending the liability of 
ommonwealth. But with respect to 
easure the Minister has assured us 
only a very small percentage of the 


Any Hive: A a Rahn: fey) 


SS than ‘£9 ,000 is overdue. 
LAKELEY. —And for ae security 


Decale during the war. I am not, 
favour of limiting the advantages of 
J My desire is to extend them if 
vob have in mind the case of a 


Peed in the South African War. 
enlisted, but was turned down. Then 
rent to Kerang, enlisted again, and 

mce more rejected. Next he went 


E ( feat had the same ic oa there; 


“service. Lariite | man sea 
n times, and he was very anxious 
way. Dipthibe man, an officer of 
tizen Forces, enlisted at the out- 
of the war, “put the authorities said 
( ervices as an instructor for the 
men in camp and as a “coach” for off- 
r e580 valuable that he could not be 
d for service overseas. He signed on 

ustralian Imperial Force, and 

Daas on board a eearrt but 


against the amendment. 
Amendment negatived. AeA tae 
Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) Ge - 
During the second-reading eter! 4. 
honorable member _ for 


tnd he instanced the case of the Sal a- 
tion Army. The Honorary Minis 
(Mr. Rodgers), in reply, said the defin 
tion provided for the Salvation Army 
but I see no reference to that organiza- 
tion, and I think that if the Young Men’s 
Christian Association is included, the 
Salvation Army, or any other religious or 
charitable association which rendered 
similar service, should also be pene 
for. 
Mr, 


Macworr Other Na 


‘vidious distinction will be made. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes; we 

have laid at our door the charge that, in 
this Bill, we provided only for a certa 
section, whilst others, who did equally 
good work, received no recognition, ; 
ask the Minister, in view of his stat 
ments, to be wood enough to inform t 
Committee in what way the Salvatior 
Army, or any other TBE bodies, ar 
provided for. : 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon—Honor 
Minister) [10.8].—Every member of 
denomination who served in the dange 
zone, or who was accepted for service 
included in the Scope of the measure 
“ Accepted for service” is the governing 
term. In the case of the Salvatior 
Army, all chaplains are eligible, as are 
all chaplains of other religious denomt 
nations; but members of the ‘Youn 
Men’s Christian Association, who WwW 
not chaplains but who were “ accep 
for service” within the danger zone. 
now put on the same footing as ¢ 
lains. ‘ 


formed ae work? - 


Mr. RODGERS. —They a a 


ae me es the honorable mem 


rt 













































- such as Red Cross workers and Com- 


_ forts Fund workers, while members of the 
Royal Australian Naval Brigade and 
members of the Royal Garrison Artillery 
are excluded. 


_ Mr. Cuartron.—But nal not this 
- definition include the whole of the mem- 
bers of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association who were doing any: work at 


hak 


Mr. RODGERS.—I do not think this 
deunbiion will apply to more than fifty 
persons. It is a special -provision, in- 
serted to put Young Men’s Christian 
_ Association officials on the same’ footing 
as those chaplains I have enumerated, 

and who, having been “accepted for 
_ gervice,” are included. I assure the 
ie honorable member that chaplains in the 
ee ron Army, “accepted for service,” 
are included, and that the definition does 
- not-include every member of the Young 
~-Men’s Christian Association, It would 
not be feasible or-wise for the Common- 
_ wealth to undertake so wide an obliga- 
tion as to make housing provi sion for 
oy those who rendered service behind the 
Poa 


Mr. MARR (Pabkes) [10.10] ci 

a De asoana it is now the intention of 
the Honorary Minister (Mr. Rodgers) to 
make provision for the inclusicn of mem- 
bers of the Royal Australian Naval Bri- 
-gade and members of the Royal Austra- 
tian Garrison Artillery, and if such is the 
ease, I should like to know why others 
who are in the same category are to be 
excluded. If the members of the units 
mentioned are to come under the pro- 
_visions of this Bill, why are not the mem- 

| bers of the Royal Australian Engineers 
and the members of the Wireless Staff, 
_ who enlisted and who were liable to be 
sent abroad, to be overlooked? If we in- 
clude some, we must include them all, 
? pee there does not appear to be any 
_ justification for separating them in this 

: way. The engineers were in attendance 
throughout the day and night for the 
whole veriod of the war, and surely they 
are entit’ed to some consideration. I 
_ have recently been in consultation with 


the Repatriation Department, and have 


received a ruling to the effect that men 
_ who enlisted as doctors and dentists and 
who were engaged in home service work 
ate not ie receive ey, ens mg at all” 





‘i who enlisted. 


Lge poo ie men Tp: the: 


not. 


. Mr. Ropcrrs.—The copie of 


Mr. 
oe the Repatriation soi 
ih 

Mr. Burcuet..—But this. Bill 
cover men who actually enlisted. — 

Mr. MARR.—But I am referrin, 
those who are included in the Repatr 
tion Act, and am contending that i 
include the members of the Royal 
tralian Naval Brigade and Royal Austra 
lian Garrison Artillery, we should ; 
include the members of other units. I 
understand that the measure applies or 
to those munition and war workers y 
were employed in connexion with the 
vernment scheme, but it must be ae 


IT trust the Miniter 


sures as re . 
and 3 


carefully consider this matter, 


benefit, others in the same category 
also imehided: | 


Mr, GREGORY (Dampier) [10. 15]. 
I am in accord with the views expr 
by the honorable member. 
(Mr. Charlton). enta- — 
tives of the Young Men’s Chettiar | 
clase rendered. sigatieaernnt serv @ 

























Salvation Army were more in ence 
the soldiers, who seemed to appre > 
ri work of that shame more the 


why Sh essed aie oe the ate pen 
zation should be included when t 
presentatives of the Salvation Army are 
This clause makes it ache that ¢ “tian 


Mr. Boroment cal is re 
point, ‘‘ accepted for service.” a 
- Mr. Tupvor.—urely some ad 1 He 


the Salvation Army were in @ — 
position. : 


Salvation Army are eligible, 






; - Young ‘Men’s 
an ‘Association who were in the 

¢ zone are specifically mentioned, 
e members of the Young Men’s 
tian Association behind them are 
| included. It is merely , putting the 
| Canistian 


| McGRATH (Ballarct) 10. 16].— — 
not know why special mention 
should be made of ‘Young Men’s Chris- 
tia Pep ao oars Tf the ca were 


at Britain, France, or Gallipoli, he 
‘ould be BAtatiod ‘to ne benefits to be 
onferred ae this Bill, i: pee that the’ 


ns ae went in a Siilae sch to 
the revresentatives of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. Most of the re- 
resentatives of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association Aleph sports and 


arce of Hoothall Means in England 
: In France and did very good work. 
» were no representatives of the Sal- 
on Army who went abroad in a 


1e Army as CARS and were at- 
el to infantry or artillery units, As 


Re ations ot he has camps, that of 
ieee aes stands by ea I 


t ; of the Young Men’s Chain 
As Be an: did not do good work, but 
_are others where they performed — 
eee service. It all depended 

I trust the 


ELL Garvin): 710. 19] —I am 
y nat in sympathy with the views ex- 


J were not. 


 MeGrath), OO ae do n 
ledoge ge there should be a distincti 


between the representatives of. the Yo I 
_Men’s Christian Association and the Sx 


vation Army. I did not come in co: 
with many representatives of the Salvation 
Army, but that is not saying ‘that they 
did not do excellent. work. In Gallipol 
and Palestine we had quite a numb f 
Young Men’s Christian Associaticn m 
but they were all in charge of cante 
or supervising sports, and were wel 
hind the lines. It would be difficult a 
the Department to decide as to what 
work was done within the danger zone, 
I do not know that there are any records 
to show whether a Young Men’s Christian 
Association official remained all through 
In camp at, say. Monastir, or whether’ he 
went up to Jerusalem. No records. would 
be kept of their movements, ae 
Mr. Burcuseryt.—Some were accepted. 
for service as members of the Young» 
Men’s Christian Association, and. others — | 


Mr. Ropeers.—The | applicant ay 
have to satisfy us as to the character OF | 
_ his work. 

Mr. BELL.—A Young Men’s | Chea 
Association official might not have beet 


within 500 or 600 miles of the dang 


zone. J am oppesed to enlarging th 
scope of the Bill in order to bring th 


gentlemen under it at the present bime. 


Mr, Ropgers.—This definition © 
signed only to make clear what Ww 
doubtful point. I hope the honorabk 
member will accept my assurance that 
is by no means certain that it. involves. 
enlargement of the scope of the Act. © 

Mr. BELL.—My opinion is that sub- - 
paragraph d of paragraph ¢ will o 
create difficulties for the Department 
I am satisfied in my own mind that 
will not be possible to show what m men 
kers of the Young Men’s Chris| 
Association who left Australia for serv 
abroad were within the danger 
According to the Minister’s statem 
anv member of the Young M 


Christian Association who was ace 


for service will come within the ‘scop 
the Bill so long as he served outside A 
tralia. 

Mr. Ropegrrs.—The Department 
gone into this matter. The sub- -parag 
to which the honorable member refers y 
not eae in at ie ema 





ae Ses Seni they were © nob : 


bed for. Service. 


Elion eae were accepted or service and 


her members who were not, but did ex- 
: bly ‘the same work. I am afraid that 
an make no headway in this matter; 
but I firmly believe that it will not be pos- 
ible to obtain any records to show the 
Department what members of the Associa- 
on served within the war zone. 


‘Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.24]—I am 


-in favour of mem bergsof the Young Men’s 
hristian Association who were accepted 
for service being brought within thé scope 
of this Bill. When another measure was 
under discussion I spoke of the desirable- 
ness of taking this action, 
turned soldier members of the Ministerial 
party assérted that the work done by the 
Young Men’s Christian Association with 
ur oversea Forces was not to be com- 
pared with that done by the Salvation 
Army. The honorable member for Fre- 
mantle (Mr. Burchell), and the honorable 
member. for Robertson (Mr. Fleming) 
would not admit that the Young Men’s 
Christian Association officials had done 
anything that would compare with the 
work achieved by the Salvation Army. 


Mr. ‘BurcHEeLt.—-[ think that the hon-: 


: orable. member’s-memory is at fault. 

t TUDOR.—Nobt at all, I have’ a 
very good recollection of the statement 
“made- by. the honorable member, 


ation Army did better work than the 
ad Men’ Sf Christian: Association. 


ou Young Men’ s Christian ‘Asso: 


ra ee the Salvation Army had done 

: Vitame which enables. us te ascerbain: 
terms of their engagement. On the ot 
hand, we have no record of © those 


nt Riferstiatiny between the two 
izations. papers 


“ll Spike ae the Baie of the Bill. 
r, Listsr.—We are told that the Sal- 
ae officers are already Po 


ao En S Lisa fom, aes 
ues UDOR. —Because he. 1S. a ‘chap- 


and two re- 


_Defence Department.”’ 


been 


rach -BurcHett. —J believe that. the 


° the Young 


tee sure pe that? Pelonie: 


pend upon the interpretation placed upo 
the words ‘‘ eligible persons’? and ‘ 
cepted for service ./. . as a 
sentative of that association.’ ue 
Honorary Minister (Mr. Roe will 
sure me that there is no differentiation 


| member that the Salvation Army es 


lains are not shut out. 


. Mr, MARR o{P arkes) |. 
should ‘ike to have from ie ete. 


Sine war oko: ncnene mene 
workers, within the scope of the Bill 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon—Hono. 


« Minister) [10.28].—In order to remoy 


any doubt, and so as not to leave 
question oy to the discretion — 


_accepted u the pee is ‘‘ one w 0 
went abroad under arrangement with ) 


Tt does not 
clude those who of their own volition 
abroad as munition workers, or i 
something else which “might 
of great value to the — 
The honorable member 
recognise the difficulty . of 
up such cases, and adecrtatminae 
nature of the work fy een done. 


cause. 


workers who fel away under arr Be 
ment with the Defence Departme 
here is a connecting link betwee ve 


from patriotic motives, went away 
workers apart from any arrangement 
the Department, and to include 
would be to open the door altogephen 


wide. 


Clause orecd! to. | 

Clause 8—° 

After section - 14 of the prineipa 
following section is inserted:— 

“14a. Before exercising any | 


H this Act in connexion 1 with ne 





ng. materia or eh ane contracts 
thereto, the Commissioner shall, if 
se of the power involves the expen- 
more than.Five thousand pounds, 
8 proposal: for the al alah, of the 


‘REGORY inipien) 110.30)-— 
the’ clause under which the Go- 
+ recognise that the Commissioner 
ot have power to spend more 
000 p wathoint the SpE ora of the 


1 I ask the Minister in age of the 
nea sure eae the Government are 


Ss hs Penn uey must recognise 
when the original Act was passed it 

as never intended for a single moment 
a a transaction of that magnitude 
. d be entered into without consulting 
‘lament. It may be that it was within 
e legal definition of the powers given 
‘the Minister for Repatriation and the 
dssioner under the Act, but as 
ment was sitting the Government 

ld have reported the transaction to 
Will, the Government agree to ed 


a er) [10.32]. rhe object of ie 
: nent pap eres by clause 3 is to 


ect to any Putel ce, erie: of land 
in terial, oan Ne £5,000 within the 


< Pclved in the paras of land. 
1onorable member for Dampier (Mr. 


1 to refer the recent purchase of tim- 


lic eounts Committee. 
that I cannot undertake to do that, 
remind the honorable member that 
ances have been given, by both the 
ime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and the 
‘inister for Repatriation (Senator HE. D. 
Nen), that any future transactions in- 
ving the expenditure of large sums of 
ney will be beaieht before Parliament. 
RYAN (West Sydney) [10.34].— 

NM understood the Honorary Minister 
.R sae to Pay that he was not 


matter for compensation. e 
tion is as Ministers have assured us, the 


- ), asked me whether I am pre- Inquiry suggested would prove that the 


f am sorry 


is He omes ‘Bill, 


porch to nye fy een of the: hou 


able member for Dampier (Mr, ‘Gregory 
to have the Queensland transaction te. 


ferred to the Public Accounts Committee 


I think the honorable member’s. request 
was a ey eh one to hue. | 


Accounts Committee into Byer purchase 
of timber. : 

’Mr. RYAN.—I am prepared td exten 
the suggestion to the purchase of all tim 
ber. The honorable member for Dampier — 
is very modest when he asks that only — 
this particular transaction shall be re 
ferred to the Committee. I hope that he 
will press his request by seeing that some 

suitable amendment is submitted which. 
will enable that transaction to be re- 
viewed. cas 

' Mr. Grecory.—I cannot, by 3 an Nea 
ment of this Bill, deal with a transaction 
which has already taken place. 

_Mr. RYAN Why not? 

7 Grecory.—How could it be done? 

RYAN.—tThe honorable member 
ean ae it very simply. If all that he re- 
quires is the drafting of an amendment 
for the purpose, I can suggest how it 
might be done. We might add to the. 
clause the words— 

And, moreover, any agreement tateh hae al 
ready ‘been made for the purpose of saw-mill-— 
ing and timber lands in Queensland involving 
an amount of about £500,000 shall be subject, 
to the approval of Parliament. 

That would cover what the honorable 
member desires. 

Mr. Roperrs.—Where would it ‘leave. 
the unfortunate vendor who has ees up 
possession ¢ 

Mr. RYAN.—That would be merelpe a 
If the posi 


transaction is entirely above board, and 
one which should have been entered into 

The request of the honorable member for 
Dampier might be given effect to, if not 
by an amendment of this clause, by the 
insertion of a new clause. I hope that 
the honorable member will press his sug- 
gestion, as there is the germ of a sound © 
jdea.in it. The particular transaction to 

which he has referred should be reviewed 
I am interested in it to this extent: Tha 


I am vitally concerned in the success: of 


‘State enterprises. I hope to see them. 
successful, and for thas. neagom ‘Y trust 





cota it will i nee: andes con- Ope eneeions. completion or enlarge 
itions, or a Leesa made under Linea dwelling-house in pursuance of thi 


may require the owner of the land 
security as he thinks necessary fo 


hi ment of the amount expended by hi 
te. “Makwart. ~The honorable TOS erection,.. ae or eletzenepe 


ber hopes that the transaction which has dwelling: -house.”. 

been referred to will be a great success. 

- Mr. RYAN.—I do, ee a The hon- | 

‘orable member for F awkner (Mr, Max- | MOVES): 

well). will, I am sure, give me eredit for That after the word “ bei a lin 
being” sufficiently patriotic not to hope following words be inserted:—“and 


purpose may acquire or establish, with the 
that the country would lose by it. I hope gong of Parliament, brickworks, saw rinills, 


that. it will be successful, because I be- cement works.” 
lieve in the policy of State enterprise in 
such matters, The honorable member 
for Dampier knows that certain sugges- 
tions have been made with regard to the 
soundness of the Queensland transaction, : 
apart from the policy involved. time may be taken up in discussin g 
Mr. Grecory.—I do not want to pre- Mr, RODGERS | | 
judge it; that is why I should like to have 
an inquiry. ~ 
_ Mr. Cuartron.—I have given notice of of ae enterprise. 0 
an amendment to clause 5 which will some earlier remarks, that ig” a 
sover the ground. - 
Mr. RYAN.—I am glad to hear that, 
and therefore I will not press the matter 
further at this stage. 
_ Clause agreed to. 
Clause 4 agreed to. 
— Clause 5— 


: "After section 17 of the principal Act the fol- 
ie lowing section is inserted:— ne to put the athe 


“174, (1) The Commissioner may erect, com- moved to a test as early as possib a ) 
; plete or Oates for eligible persons, dwelling- not to delay the passage of the measure 
houses on land owned by them or may enter “Kh 

nto contracts for the erection, completion or | tka ot orted, 

enlargement. of dwelling-houses on such land. House ‘adjonsped a 10, 40 


of the Bill will say whether he 4 
pared to accept that amendment. 
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